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The many reasons why Jesus hasn’t arrived
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Selected Messages

...The Lord has preserved my life for some wise purpose, and has given me instruction
upon many points regarding the past, present, and future history of Seventh-day
Adventists. {RH May 31, 1906, par. 1}

“When the fruit is brought forth, immediately he putteth in the sickle, because the
harvest is come.” Christ is waiting with longing desire for the manifestation of Himself
in His church. When the character of Christ shall be perfectly reproduced in His
people, then He will come to claim them as His own. {COL 69.1}

It is the privilege of every Christian not only to look for but to hasten the coming of our
Lord Jesus Christ, (2 Peter 3:12, margin). Were all who profess His name bearing fruit
to His glory, how quickly the whole world would be sown with the seed of the gospel.
Quickly the last great harvest would be ripened, and Christ would come to gather the
precious grain. {COL 69.2}

...So now, before the coming of the Son of man, the everlasting gospel is to be
preached “to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people.” Revelation 14:6, 14.
God “hath appointed a day, in the which He will judge the world.” Acts 17:31. Christ
tells us when that day shall be ushered in. He does not say that all the world will be
converted, but that “this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a
witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come.” By giving the gospel to the
world it is in our power to hasten our Lord’s return. We are not only to look for but to
hasten the coming of the day of God. 2 Peter 3:12, margin. Had the church of Christ
done her appointed work as the Lord ordained, the whole world would before this have
been warned, and the Lord Jesus would have come to our earth in power and great
glory. {DA 633.3}

...In order to destroy sin and its results He gave His best Beloved, and He has put it in
our power, through co-operation with Him, to bring this scene of misery to an end.
“This gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all
nations; and then shall the end come.” Matthew 24:14. {Ed 263.2}

“Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature” (Mark 16:15), is
Christ’s command to His followers. Not that all are called to be ministers or
missionaries in the ordinary sense of the term; but all may be workers with Him in
giving the “glad tidings” to their fellow men. To all, great or small, learned or ignorant,
old or young, the command is given. {Ed 264.1}

I am much blessed of the Lord, although very much burdened, and | love Jesus with
my whole affections. | think our warfare must be nearly ended. I think we are nearing
home. | am rejoiced to think the rest will soon come, but even here in this hope | am
not in a hurry. {10MR 267.2}
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I want to do all my work with patience and fidelity day by day. There are many souls
to be saved, and we will be glad that the coming of the Lord is delayed to give them a
little more opportunity to get ready. But once saved in the kingdom of God—only
think of it—once beyond the temptations and warfare of this life, once in the haven of
rest, in the presence of our adorable Redeemer—what will it be! {10MR 268.1}
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Why are we still here?

Because of Satan manipulating things in the church

The natural heart is not to bring its own tainted, corrupting principles into the work of God.
There must be no concealing of the principles of our faith. The third angel’s message is to
be sounded by God’s people. It is to swell to the loud cry. The Lord has a time appointed
when He will bind off the work; but when is that time? When the truth to be proclaimed
for these last days shall go forth as a witness to all nations, then shall the end come. If the
power of Satan can come into the very temple of God, and manipulate things as he
pleases, the time of preparation will be prolonged. {Lt83-1896.14}

Because of insubordination

We may have to remain here in this world because of insubordination many more years
as did the children of Israel; but for Christ’s sake, His people should not add sin to sin by
charging God with the consequence of their own wrong course of action. Now, have men
who claim to believe the Word of God learned their lesson that obedience is better than
sacrifice? “He hath shewed thee (this rebellious people), O man, what is good; and what
doth the Lord require of thee, but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with
thy God.” [Micah 6:8.] {Lt184-1901.17} - Ellen White

Because of unbelief, worldliness, unconsecration and strife

But in the period of doubt and uncertainty that followed the disappointment, many of the
advent believers yielded their faith. Dissensions and divisions came in. The majority
opposed with voice and pen the few who, following in the providence of God, received the
Sabbath reform and began to proclaim the third angel’s message. Many who should have
devoted their time and talents to the one purpose of sounding warning to the world were
absorbed in opposing the Sabbath truth, and in turn, the labor of its advocates was
necessarily spent in answering these opponents and defending the truth. Thus the work
was hindered, and the world was left in darkness. Had the whole Adventist body united
upon the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus, how widely different would have
been our history! {Ms4-1883.53}

It was not the will of God that the coming of Christ should be thus delayed. God did not
design that His people Israel should wander forty years in the wilderness. He promised to
lead them directly to the land of Canaan and establish them there a holy, healthy, happy
people. But those to whom it was first preached went not in “because of unbelief.”
Hebrews 3:19. Their hearts were filled with murmuring, rebellion, and hatred, and He
could not fulfil His covenant with them. {Ms4-1883.54}

For forty years did unbelief, murmuring, and rebellion shut out ancient Israel from the
land of Canaan. The same sins have delayed the entrance of modern Israel into the
heavenly Canaan. In neither case were the promises of God at fault. It is the unbelief, the
worldliness, unconsecration and strife among the Lord’s professed people that have kept
us in this world of sin and sorrow so many years. {Ms4-1883.55}
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Because God is giving a larger span of time for sinners to repent

Who will say God will not do what He says He will do? “Let God be true, but every man a
liar” (Romans 3:4). The Lord is coming in flaming fire to take vengeance on those sinners
who know not God and obey not His gospel. And because, in His infinite mercy, He delays
His coming to give the world a larger span for repentance, sinners flatter themselves
[that] He will never come. {10MR 265.2}

Dear brethren and sisters, Christ is soon to come. Will He find you ready and waiting? The
bridal lamps must be kept trimmed and burning. His chariot wheels have been delayed
because of His long-suffering to usward, not willing that any should perish, but that all
should come to repentance and have eternal life. When we shall stand with the redeemed
upon the sea of glass, with harps of God and crowns of glory, and before us the
unmeasured eternity, we shall then see how short was the waiting period of probation.
“Blessed are those servants, whom the Lord when He cometh shall find watching” (Luke
12:37).—Letter 21, 1886, p. 5. (To Brethren and Sisters in Healdsburg, July 9, 1886.) {10MR
266.2}
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