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Raising Revelation
An Appeal to Seventh-Day Adventists

Let every human intelligence who professes the name of Christ
testify, The end of all things is at hand; prepare to meet thy God.

Manuscript 53, May 24, 1908
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As | have watched the soldiers go through all
this drilling and training, I have thought of the
soldiers in Christ’s army. If it is essential for the
soldiers to go through so much drill to serve
their country in a time of peril, how is it with the
soldiers in Christ’s service? Are they submitting
themselves to be educated and disciplined, thus
fitting themselves to engage in warfare? This is
a difficult work. The Christian warfare does not
mean play; we are not engaged in mimic battles,
fighting as one that beateth the air. We have a
real but unseen foe to meet. To be a soldier of
Christ means more than to be an idler, more
than to be a seeker after selfish enjoyment.

The Youth’s Instructor December 22, 1886, par. 4

Ellen White

No Friendly Fire!

...You are to make a representation that will convince unbelievers that you are
a child of God, under the training of the Captain of your salvation, that you
may be prepared at any time to go into active service. Your lives are to reveal
constant advancement. You have enlisted to fight against Satan’s forces, and
you have no time to fight against your fellow soldiers. {Ms36-1904.14}
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Selected Messages

When the books of Daniel and Revelation are better understood, believers will have an
entirely different religious experience. They will be given such glimpses of the open
gates of heaven, that heart and mind will be impressed in regard to the character all
must develop in order to realize the blessedness which is to be the reward of the pure in
heart. The Lord will bless all who will seek humbly and meekly to understand that
which is revealed in the Revelation. This book contains so much that is large with
immortality and full of glory that all who read and search it earnestly receive the
blessing to those “that hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those things which are
written therein.” [Revelation 1:3.] {Lt16-1900.9}

I wish to emphasize the fact, that the churches to which John was told to send the
instruction given him represent all the churches in our world, and that this revelation to
him is to be studied and believed and preached by the Seventh-day Adventist Church
today. Christ came personally to John to tell him “the things which are, and the things
which shall be hereafter” (Revelation 1:19). And He said unto him, “What thou seest,
write in a book, and send it unto the seven churches” (Revelation 1:11). The light was
not to be hidden under a bushel. In the revelation that Christ gave are linked together in
a chain of truth the important messages of warning that are to be given to the world
before Christ’s second coming. The last message of mercy is to be proclaimed where it
has never yet been heard. The workers are to labor with such self-denial, such self-
sacrifice, that the message will be borne to those who have not heard it. Letter 110,
1902, p. 4. (To Dr. David Paulson, July 7, 1902.) {1MR 372.2-3}

The greatest work, the noblest effort, in which men can engage, is to point sinners to
the Lamb of God. True ministers are co-laborers with the Lord in the accomplishment
of His purposes. God says to them, Go, teach and preach Christ. Instruct and educate
all who know not of His grace, His goodness, and His mercy. Teach the people. “How
then shall they call on Him in whom they have not believed? and how shall they
believe in Him of whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear without a
preacher?” [Romans 10:14.] {GW 18.3}

It becomes every one to understand the Word of God. Men may present the theories of
the truth, but unless they apply themselves to understand the truth, digging for it as for
hid treasure, unless, by earnest research, under the discipline of the Holy Spirit, they
understand the truth for themselves, it can never save them. When the students of
prophecy shall set their hearts to know the truths of Revelation, they will realize what
an importance is attached to this search. Christ Jesus is the Alpha and the Omega, the
Genesis of the Old Testament, and the Revelation of the New. Both meet together in
Christ. Adam and God are reconciled by the obedience of the second Adam, who
accomplished the work of overcoming the temptations of Satan and redeeming Adam’s
disgraceful failure and fall. The two Adams will meet in Paradise and embrace each
other, while the dragon, the beast, and the false prophet, and all who have refused the
opportunities and privileges given to them at such an infinite cost, and have not
returned to their loyalty, will be shut out of Paradise. {Ms33-1897.29-30}
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Will my brethren <take heed> that no glory is given to men? Will they acknowledge
that Christ does the work upon the human heart, and not they themselves? Will my
ministering brethren plead with God alone in secret prayer for His presence and His
power? Dare not to preach another discourse until you know, by your own experience,
what Christ is to you. With hearts made holy through faith in the Righteousness of
Christ, you can preach Christ, you can lift up the risen Saviour before your hearers;
with hearts subdued and melted with the love of Jesus you can say, “Behold the Lamb
of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.” [John 1:29.] {Ms19-1890.26}

There is a sad neglect of reading the Bible and searching it with humble hearts for
yourselves. Take no man’s explanation of Scripture, whatever his position, but go to
the Bible and search for <the truth> yourselves. [After hearing Jesus, the Samaritans
said,] <“Now we believe, not because of thy saying: for we have heard Him ourselves,
and know that this is indeed the Christ, the Saviour of the world.” [John 4:42.]> There
is the mine of truth. Sink the shaft deep, and you will possess that knowledge which is
of highest value to you. Many have become lazy <and criminally neglectful in regard
to> the searching of the Scriptures, and they are as destitute of the Spirit of God as of
the knowledge of His Word. We read in the Revelation made to John of some who had
a name to live while they were dead. [Revelation 3:1.] Yes, there are many such among
us as a people, many who claim to be alive, while they are dead. {Ms19-1890.27}

My brethren, unless the Holy Spirit is actuating you as a vital principle, unless you are
obeying its promptings, depending on its influences, laboring in the strength of God,
my message to you from God is, “You are under a delusion which may prove fatal to
your souls. You must be converted. You must receive light before you can give light.
Place yourselves under the bright beams of the Sun of Righteousness.” Then you can
say with Isaiah, “Arise, shine; for thy light is come, and the glory of the Lord is risen
upon thee.” [Isaiah 60:1.] You must cultivate faith and love. “The Lord’s arm is not
shortened, that it cannot save, neither his ear heavy, that he cannot hear.” [Isaiah 59:1.]
Seek the Lord. Rest not until you know that Christ is your Saviour. {Ms19-1890.28}

Hundreds of commentaries have been written upon the gospel by men who are called
great, and as we near the closing scenes of this earth’s history still more wonderful
representations will be made. We need to study the Scriptures with humble, contrite
hearts. Those who will devote their powers to the study of God’s Word, and especially
the prophecies referring to these last days, will be rewarded by the discovery of
important truths. The last book of the New Testament Scriptures is full of truths that
need to be understood. Satan has blinded the eyes of men, and they have been glad of
any excuse for not making a study of this Book. Here Christ has declared through His
servant John what shall be in the last days. {Ms75-1899.9}

Every Bible student in our school should study these prophecies with diligence. As we
search the Scriptures, the character of Christ will appear in its infinite perfection. He is
the One in whom our hopes of eternal life are centered. He is eternal life to all who will
eat His flesh and drink His blood. Those who will look to Him may be healed of the
serpent’s sting; for He is the Sinbearer, the only remedy for sin. By beholding Him, we
may become changed into the same image. Nothing must interpose between the soul
and God. Faith, love, adoration, are to grow in the soul of the student. We are in
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possession of the richest treasures of truth, and if we follow on to know the Lord, we
shall have a large field in which to work. {Ms75-1899.10}

In the Revelation are portrayed the deep things of God. The very name given to its
inspired pages, “the Revelation,” contradicts the statement that this is a sealed book. A
revelation is something revealed. The Lord Himself revealed to His servant the
mysteries contained in this book, and He designs that they shall be open to the study of
all. Its truths are addressed to those living in the last days of this earth’s history, as well
as to those living in the days of John. Some of the scenes depicted in this prophecy are
in the past, some are now taking place; some bring to view the close of the great
conflict between the powers of darkness and the Prince of heaven, and some reveal the
triumphs and joys of the redeemed in the earth made new. {AA 584.1}

Let none think, because they cannot explain the meaning of every symbol in the
Revelation, that it is useless for them to search this book in an effort to know the
meaning of the truth it contains. The One who revealed these mysteries to John will
give to the diligent searcher for truth a foretaste of heavenly things. Those whose
hearts are open to the reception of truth will be enabled to understand its teachings, and
will be granted the blessing promised to those who “hear the words of this prophecy,
and keep those things which are written therein.” {AA 584.2}

In the Revelation all the books of the Bible meet and end. Here is the complement of
the book of Daniel. One is a prophecy; the other a revelation. The book that was sealed
is not the Revelation, but that portion of the prophecy of Daniel relating to the last
days. The angel commanded, “But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the
book, even to the time of the end.” Daniel 12:4. {AA 585.1}

The perils of the last days are upon us, and in our work we are to warn the people of
the danger they are in. Let not the solemn scenes which prophecy has revealed be left
untouched. If our people were half awake, if they realized the nearness of the events
portrayed in the Revelation, a reformation would be wrought in our churches, and
many more would believe the message. We have no time to lose; God calls upon us to
watch for souls as they that must give an account. Advance new principles, and crowd
in the clear-cut truth. It will be as a sword cutting both ways. But be not too ready to
take a controversial attitude. There will be times when we must stand still and see the
salvation of God. Let Daniel speak, let the Revelation speak, and tell what is truth. But
whatever phase of the subject is presented, uplift Jesus as the center of all hope, “the
Root and the Offspring of David, and the bright and morning Star.” Revelation 22:16.
{6T 61.4}
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Study References

We are to proclaim to the world the great and solemn truths of Revelation. Into the
very designs and principles of the church of God these truths are to enter. A
benediction is pronounced upon those who pay due regard to this communication.
The blessing is promised to encourage a study of this book. We are by no means to
become weary of looking into it because of its apparently mystical symbols. {Ms105-
1902.27}

The solemn messages that have been given in their order in the Revelation are to
occupy the first place in the minds of God’s people. Nothing else is to be allowed to
engross our attention. {VSS 331.2}

Will our brethren bear in mind that we are living amid the perils of the last days? Read
Revelation in connection with Daniel. Teach these things.—Testimonies to Ministers
and Gospel Workers, 115. {VSS 334.4}

In Revelation all the books of the Bible meet and end. This book of Revelation is a
complement of the book of Daniel. God foresaw the crime and guiltiness of this
world. It came up in review before Him, and in Revelation is declared the completion
of the eternal plan.—Private Collection of Dr. Paulson, in MS. entitled “The Bible in
Our Schools,” June 17, 1897, p. 530. {Ms142-1901.9}

Daniel and Revelation must be studied, as well as the other prophecies of the Old and
New Testaments. Let there be light, yes, light in your dwellings. For this we need to
pray. The Holy Spirit, shining upon the sacred page, will open our understanding that
we may know what is truth. {11MR 207.1}

Ministers should present the sure word of prophecy as the foundation of the faith of
Seventh-day Adventists. The prophecies of Daniel and the Revelation should be
carefully studied, and in connection with them the words, “Behold the Lamb of God,
which taketh away the sin of the world.”—Evangelism, 196. {PaM 189.4}

There is need of a much closer study of the Word of God. Especially should Daniel and
the Revelation have attention as never before in the history of our work. We may
have less to say in some lines, in regard to the Roman power and the papacy, but we
should call attention to what the prophets and the apostles have written under the
inspiration of the Spirit of God. The Holy Spirit has so shaped matters, both in the
giving of the prophecy, and in the events portrayed, as to teach that the human agent
is to be kept out of sight, hid in Christ, and the Lord God of heaven and His law are to
be exalted. {16MR 333.2}
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The books of Daniel and Revelation are to be carefully and prayerfully studied. You
are to connect with your brethren in presenting before the people all the light you
can on these two books. The Lord wants not only your talent of ability; He wants the
united talents of those He has commissioned to preach the gospel, so that the best
and strongest Scriptural truths shall be linked together and combined as a perfect
whole. The responsibility of this work you need now carry alone. You cannot do this
work alone. You are to unite with those who know the Scriptures. Thus you can all
help one another. Do not shut yourself up to yourself. Do not try to work alone, for
without assistance you cannot place the great truths in harmonious order. The mind
of one man does not discern everything. All must unite in most earnest supplication
to God and with great humility of mind and oneness of spirit bring from the treasure
house of the mind things new and old. {Ms199-1898.5-6}

The Lord Jesus sent a mighty angel to make plain to John by the use of symbols the
things that were to transpire until the coming of Christ. He was bidden to write the
instruction in a book for the benefit of the seven churches. This writing we now have
preserved in the book of Revelation, but this book is understood by only a very few. It
contains the message for the last days, and we are to dwell much upon these
prophecies. The work of explaining the Bible by the Bible itself is the work that should
be done by all our ministers who are fully awake to the times in which we live.—
Letter 376, 1906, p. 7. {13MR 304.1-2}

The Message to Present—Our lesson for the present time is, How may we most
clearly comprehend and present the gospel that Christ came in person to present to
John on the Isle of Patmos,—the gospel that is termed “the revelation of Jesus
Christ”? We are to present to our people a clear explanation of Revelation. We are to
give them the word of God just as it is, with as few of our own explanations as
possible. No one mind can do this work alone. Although we have in trust the grandest
and most important truth ever presented to the world, we are only babes, as far as
understanding truth in all its bearings is concerned. Christ is the great teacher, and
that which He revealed to John, we are to tax our minds to understand and clearly to
define. We are facing the most important issues that men have ever been called upon
to meet. {CW 29.2}

As we near the close of this world’s history, the prophecies recorded by Daniel
demand our special attention, as they relate to the very time in which we are living.
With them should be linked the teachings of the last book of the New Testament
Scriptures. Satan has led many to believe that the prophetic portions of the writings
of Daniel and of John the revelator cannot be understood. But the promise is plain
that special blessing will accompany the study of these prophecies. “The wise shall
understand” (verse 10), was spoken of the visions of Daniel that were to be unsealed
in the latter days; and of the revelation that Christ gave to His servant John for the
guidance of God’s people all through the centuries, the promise is, “Blessed is he that
readeth, and they that hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those things which
are written therein.” Revelation 1:3. {PK 547.2}
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The closing scenes of this earth’s history are near at hand. The unfulfilled predictions
of the book of Revelation are soon to be fulfilled. This prophecy is now to be studied
with diligence by the people of God, and should be clearly understood. It does not
conceal the truth; it clearly forewarns, telling us what will be in the future. {1INL 96.1}

Many have entertained the idea that the book of Revelation is a sealed book, and
they will not devote time and study to its mysteries. ... {Ms142-1901.12}

But God does not so regard this book. ... The book of Revelation opens to the world
what has been, what is, and what is to come. It should be studied with reverential
awe. We are privileged in knowing what is for our learning. ... {Ms142-1901.13}

The Lord Himself revealed to His servant John the mysteries of the book of Revelation,
and He designs that they shall be open to the study of all. In this book are depicted
scenes that are now in the past, and some of eternal interest that are taking place
around us. ... {Ms142-1901.14}

We do not dwell sufficiently upon the Revelation and the book of Daniel. These books
should be published together in pamphlet form, with a few explanations added, and
they should be circulated everywhere. The words of inspiration will do their
appointed work; for the Holy Spirit will impress hearts in regard to the prophecies
given. In this pamphlet it should be made plain that a revelation is not a mystery
which cannot be understood, but rather a mystery revealed. These two books may be
prepared for publication in a pamphlet bound inexpensively, costing but a trifle, and
small enough to be carried in the pocket. Printed together, the books of Daniel and
the Revelation will speak to the people and tell their own story. {18MR 178.4-179.1}

We are to cooperate with the Lord Jesus in the great work of presenting the truth for
this time to the people of the world. We need health, we need fortitude; we need a
pure, unadulterated faith in the gospel message. We need to study the book of
Revelation, especially the important messages that are to be borne to our world.
When, if not now, are these messages to be given? Now and ever we are to stand as a
distinct and peculiar people, free from all worldly policy, unembarrassed by
confederacy with those who have not wisdom to discern the claims of God so plainly
set forth in His law.—Letter 110, 1902. {MM 328.3-329.1}

We are to give to the people the warnings contained in Revelation. But many workers
are engaged in a line of work that is disqualifying them to preach the Word <and do
the very work God has appointed them to do.> {Lt232-1899.18}

The very same Satan is at work to undermine the faith of the people of God at this
time. There are persons ready to catch up every new idea. The prophecies of Daniel
and the Revelation are misinterpreted. These persons do not consider that the truth
has been set forth at the appointed time by the very men whom God was leading to
do this special work. These men followed on step by step in the very fulfillment of
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prophecy, and those who have not had a personal experience in this work are to take
the Word of God and believe on “their word” who have been led by the Lord in the
proclamation of the first, second, and third angels’ messages. These messages,
received and acted upon, are doing their work to prepare a people to stand in the
great day of God. If we search the Scriptures to confirm the truth God has given His
servants for the world, we shall be found proclaiming the first, second, and third
angels’ messages. {17MR 14.3}

It is true that there are prophecies yet to be fulfilled. But very erroneous work has
been done again and again, and will continue to be done by those who seek to find
new light in the prophecies, and who begin by turning away from the light that God
has already given. The messages of Revelation 14 are those by which the world is to
be tested; they are the everlasting gospel, and are to be sounded everywhere. But
the Lord does not lay upon those who have not had an experience in His work the
burden of making a new exposition of those prophecies which He has, by His Holy
Spirit, moved upon His chosen servants to explain. {17MR 15.1}

Those who make light of the third angel’s message do so because they know little of
Daniel or the Revelation. They have not read these prophecies with a determination
to find out the meaning by prayer, by study, and by fasting.—The Review and
Herald, June 8, 1897. {Ms142-1901.10}

Those who eat the flesh and drink the blood of the Son of God will bring from the
books of Daniel and Revelation truth that is inspired by the Holy Spirit. They will
start into action forces that cannot be repressed. The lips of children will be opened
to proclaim the mysteries that have been hidden from the minds of men.—The
Review and Herald, August 17, 1897. {Ms142-1901.11}

The truth should be woven into our life, that it may influence our spirit and govern
our actions. | declare to you in the name of the Lord, that the ministry must be
elevated. We are not anything like as efficient as we might be. Some of the ministers
do not teach the truth as it is in Jesus. They do not eat the flesh and drink the blood
of the Son of God. Christ says, “The words that | speak unto you, they are spirit, and
they are life.” His words must become a part of our very life; then we shall offer
fervent, effectual prayers with that faith which will bring returns. Then if ministers
see that their labors are not effectual to the saving of souls, they will fast and pray,
and the Holy Spirit will come upon them. They will work diligently to correct what
may be wrong in their character. The sincerity of their prayers will be determined by
the earnest efforts they make to place themselves in right relation to God. When they
see in themselves sins and wrongs that must be confessed and renounced, they must
exercise faith that when they repent of their sins, God forgives; that renovating power
is given to the soul. By faith, living faith, the victory will be gained. In this work there
should be no indolence indulged in, for God calls upon men for the exercise of every
power, that he may work with their efforts. Man can never be saved himself, or be an
instrument for the salvation of others, until he exercises living faith, and with
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determined effort acts his part in the work of God. He must take hold upon the
strength of Christ, which will subdue every unholy passion, and enable him to conquer
self. God has given to his people the light of great and solemn truths. He has opened
to their understanding the mysteries of salvation; and if these truths are not
improved, the favor of God will be withdrawn. {RH February 25, 1890, par. 9}

Our bodies are composed of what we eat; and by partaking of nourishing food, we
have good blood, firm muscles, and vigorous health. So in our spiritual nature, we are
composed of what we dwell upon. If we take the lessons which Christ has given us,
and make them practical, living out his instructions, we are then eating the flesh
and drinking the blood of our Saviour, and becoming more and more like him in life
and character. In this way we come to know that his going forth is prepared as the
morning. How is that? When the day dawns, the light is faint and subdued; but as the
sun rises, its light increases and strengthens, until its rays reach the perfect day. This
is the way in which the Christian’s light is to increase. We are to know more of Christ
today than we knew yesterday; we are to grow in grace and in the knowledge of our
Lord and Saviour; we are to trust him more in trial and difficulty, looking to him as the
author and finisher of our faith. In sorrow and temptation we are to realize that he is
touched with the feeling of our infirmities; that he was a man of sorrows and
acquainted with grief; that he was wounded for our transgressions, and by his stripes
we are healed. {RH April 14, 1891, par. 12}

Much is being said regarding the impartation of the Holy Spirit, and by some this is
being so interpreted that it is an injury to the churches. Eternal life is the receiving of
the living elements in the Scriptures and doing the will of God. This is eating the
flesh and drinking the blood of the Son of God. To those who do this, life and
immortality are brought to light through the gospel, for God’s Word is verity and
truth, spirit and life. It is the privilege of all who believe in Jesus Christ as their
personal Saviour to feed on the Word of God. The Holy Spirit’s influence renders that
Word, the Bible, an immortal truth, which to the prayerful searcher gives spiritual
sinew and muscle. {2SM 38.4}

To eat the flesh and drink the blood of Christ is to receive Him as a personal Saviour,
believing that He forgives our sins, and that we are complete in Him. It is by
beholding His love, by dwelling upon it, by drinking it in, that we are to become
partakers of His nature. What food is to the body, Christ must be to the soul. Food
cannot benefit us unless we eat it, unless it becomes a part of our being. So Christ is
of no value to us if we do not know Him as a personal Saviour. A theoretical
knowledge will do us no good. We must feed upon Him, receive Him into the heart,
so that His life becomes our life. His love, His grace, must be assimilated. {DA 389.3}
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...Knowledge of God brings power. It is by the virtue of the Word of God, as we put its
truths into practice, that we are enabled to accomplish any good thing. Simplicity and
godly sincerity win God’s commendation. The grace of Christ revealed in the daily
experience shows that His words have been eaten and have become a part of the
life. {Ms113-1902.27}

But Christ directed His disciples to the words of the prophet Daniel, “Whoso readeth,
let him understand.” Matthew 24:15. And the Revelation is to be understood. “The
Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto him, to show unto his servants things
which must shortly come to pass. ... Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the
words of this prophecy, and keep those things which are written therein: for the time
is at hand.” Revelation 1:1-3, italics supplied. {HF 212.4}

“Blessed is he that readeth” —there are those who will not read; “and they that
hear”—there are some who refuse to hear anything concerning the prophecies; “and
keep those things which are written therein”—many refuse to heed the instructions
in the Revelation; none of these can claim the blessing promised. {HF 212.5}

How dare men teach that the Revelation is beyond human understanding? It is a
mystery revealed, a book opened. Revelation directs the mind to Daniel. Both present
important instruction concerning events at the close of world history. {HF 213.1}

Why, then, this widespread ignorance concerning an important part of Holy Writ? It is
the result of a studied effort of the prince of darkness to conceal from men that which
reveals his deceptions. For this reason, Christ the Revelator, foreseeing the warfare
against the Revelation, pronounced a blessing upon all who should read, hear, and
observe the prophecy. {HF 213.3}

While the churches profess to believe in Christ, they are violating the law which Christ
Himself proclaimed from Sinai. The Lord bids us, “Lift up thy voice like a trumpet, and
show my people their transgressions, and the house of Jacob their sins.” [Isaiah 58:1.]
The trumpet is to give a certain sound. At our camp meetings, when you have a
congregation before you for only two weeks, do not defer the presentation of the
Sabbath question until everything else is presented, supposing you are paving the way
for it. Lift up the standard—the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus. Make
this the important theme. Then by your strong arguments wall it in, and make it of
still greater force. Dwell more on the Revelation. Read, explain, and enforce its
teachings. {Ms5-1900.4-5}
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Notes

“What a man is, has greater influence than what he
says. The quiet, consistent, godly life is a living epistle,
known and read of all men. True character is not
something shaped from without, or put on; but it is
something radiating from within. If true goodness,
purity, meekness, lowliness, and equity are dwelling in
the heart, the fact will be manifest in the character;
and such a character is full of power.”

GW92 243.2 -Ellen White
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“We must watch, we must

pray, always standing
ready for action.”

Letter 13, 1902
Ellen White

“We Will Not Fail nor Be Discouraged”
Letter 130, 1897
Ellen White
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