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“It is not Christ’s follower that, with averted eyes, turns from the erring, leaving 
them unhindered to pursue their downward course. Those who are forward in 
accusing others, and zealous in bringing them to justice, are often in their own lives 
more guilty than they. Men hate the sinner, while they love the sin. Christ hates 
the sin, but loves the sinner. This will be the spirit of all who follow Him. Christian 
love is slow to censure, quick to discern penitence, ready to forgive, to encourage, 
to set the wanderer in the path of holiness, and to stay his feet therein.” 

     
Desire of Ages 462.4 

     Ellen White  
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Moral Heroes 
Valiant men and women standing shoulder to shoulder 

 
The Lord abhors indifference and disloyalty in a time of crisis in His work. The whole 
universe is watching with inexpressible interest the closing scenes of the great 
controversy between good and evil. The people of God are nearing the borders of the 
eternal world; what can be of more importance to them than that they be loyal to the 
God of heaven? All through the ages, God has had moral heroes, and He has them 
now—those who, like Joseph and Elijah and Daniel, are not ashamed to acknowledge 
themselves His peculiar people. His special blessing accompanies the labors of men of 
action, men who will not be swerved from the straight line of duty, but who with divine 
energy will inquire, “Who is on the Lord’s side?” (Exodus 32:26), men who will not stop 
merely with the inquiry, but who will demand that those who choose to identify 
themselves with the people of God shall step forward and reveal unmistakably their 
allegiance to the King of kings and Lord of lords. Such men make their wills and plans 
subordinate to the law of God. For love of Him they count not their lives dear unto 
themselves. Their work is to catch the light from the Word and let it shine forth to the 
world in clear, steady rays. Fidelity to God is their motto. {PK 148.1} 
 
Nothing is gained by cowardice or by fearing to let it be known that we are God’s 
commandment-keeping people. Hiding our light, as if ashamed of our faith, will result 
only in disaster. God will leave us to our own weakness. May the Lord forbid that we 
should refuse to let our light shine forth in any place to which He may call us. If we 
venture to go forth of ourselves, following our own ideas, our own plans, and leave 
Jesus behind, we need not expect to gain fortitude, courage, or spiritual strength. God 
has had moral heroes, and He has them now,—those who are not ashamed of being 
His peculiar people. Their wills and plans are all subordinate to the law of God. The love 
of Jesus has led them not to count their lives dear unto themselves. Their work has 
been to catch the light from the word of God and to let it shine forth in clear, steady 
rays to the world. “Fidelity to God” is their motto. {5T 527.2} 
 
Fidelity to God has marked the heroes of faith from age to age. As they have been 
brought conspicuously before the world their light has shone forth. Their obedience to 
the command of Christ, “Go forward,” has led others to glorify God. There are today 
moral heroes, men and women who are living noble lives of self-denial. They have no 
ambition for worldly fame. Their will is subordinate to the will of God. The love of God 
inspires their ministry. To do good and to save souls is their highest aim. These have 
gained genuine knowledge, even the knowledge set forth by Christ in the words, “This 
is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom 
thou hast sent” (John 17:3).28 {OFC 344.5-7} 
 
The work of teachers in our schools is not to be of the same order as the work done in 
the colleges and seminaries of the world. The great, grand work of education is not to 
be of an inferior order in scientific branches, but at the same time knowledge must be 
imparted which will fit up a people to stand in the great day of God’s preparation. Those 
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who teach in our schools must have a deep religious experience. They must be closely 
connected with God, so that they may be able to bring divine wisdom and knowledge 
into their work of educating the youth for the future, immortal life. Students must be 
trained to place their will on the side of God’s will, in order that they may be able to 
sing the new song and blend with the harmonies of heaven. They are to be, as were 
Joseph and Daniel, moral heroes, living noble, devoted lives of self-denial and self-
sacrifice. They are not to seek worldly recognition and worldly fame as the end of their 
efforts. Their plans, their ideas, must be in harmony with the law of God; the object for 
which they must strive is the blessing of humanity and the salvation of the lost. From 
age to age the heroes of faith have been marked by their fidelity to God. They have 
been brought conspicuously before the world, in order that their light might shine forth 
to those who are in darkness. The devotion and godliness that characterize the light 
bearers will result in glorifying God. {ST January 17, 1895, par. 6-7} 
 
It was the cross, that instrument of shame and torture, which brought hope and 
salvation to the world. The disciples were but humble men, without wealth, and with 
no weapon but the word of God; yet in Christ’s strength they went forth to tell the 
wonderful story of the manger and the cross, and to triumph over all opposition. 
Without earthly honor or recognition, they were heroes of faith. From their lips came 
words of divine eloquence that shook the world. {AA 77.1} 
 
Their Saviour had been rejected and condemned, and nailed to the ignominious cross. 
The Jewish priests and rulers had declared, in scorn, “He saved others; Himself He 
cannot save. If He be the King of Israel, let Him now come down from the cross, and we 
will believe Him.” But that cross, that instrument of shame and torture, brought hope 
and salvation to the world. The believers rallied; their hopelessness and conscious 
helplessness had left them. They were transformed in character, and united in the 
bonds of Christian love. Although without wealth, though counted by the world as mere 
ignorant fishermen, they were made, by the Holy Spirit, witnesses for Christ. Without 
earthly honor or recognition, they were the heroes of faith. From their lips came words 
of divine eloquence and power that shook the world. {TM 67.1} 
 
…But God’s heroes of faith are heirs to an inheritance of greater value than any earthly 
riches,—an inheritance that will satisfy the longings of the soul. By the world they may 
be unknown and unacknowledged, but in the record books above they are enrolled as 
citizens of heaven, and an exalted greatness, an eternal weight of glory, will be theirs.  
The greatest work, the noblest effort, in which men can engage, is to point sinners to 
the Lamb of God. True ministers are co-laborers with the Lord in the accomplishment 
of His purposes. God says to them, Go, teach and preach Christ. Instruct and educate 
all who know not of His grace, His goodness, and His mercy. Teach the people. “How 
then shall they call on Him in whom they have not believed? and how shall they believe 
in Him of whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher?” 
[Romans 10:14.] {GW 18.2-3} 
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Let the mind grasp the stupendous truths of revelation, and it will never be content to 
employ its powers upon frivolous themes; it will turn with disgust from the trashy 
literature and idle amusements that are demoralizing the youth of today. Those who 
have communed with the poets and sages of the Bible, and whose souls have been 
stirred by the glorious deeds of the heroes of faith, will come from the rich fields of 
thought far more pure in heart and elevated in mind than if they had been occupied in 
studying the most celebrated secular authors, or in contemplating and glorifying the 
exploits of the Pharaohs and Herods and Caesars of the world. {MYP 255.3} 
 
Mighty issues for the world depended upon the action of a few heroes of faith. Those 
who had accepted the truths of the Reformation met together, and their unanimous 
decision was “Let us object to the decree. In matters of conscience the majority has no 
power.” They drew up their protest and submitted it to the assembled states.... In this 
last conflict God has committed to our hands the banner of truth and religious liberty 
that these reformers held aloft. Those whom He has blessed with the knowledge of His 
Word are held responsible for this great gift. We are to receive God’s Word as supreme 
authority. We must accept its truths for ourselves, as our own individual act. And we 
shall be able to appreciate these truths only as we shall search them out for ourselves, 
by personal study of the Word of God.... {CTr 323.3-4} 
 
…We expose our weakness to our enemies when there is no occasion for so doing. If 
the workers were all brave and consecrated men, this thing would not be done. The 
heavenly intelligences look with amazement upon the way the battle is turning. Those 
who ought to stand like valiant heroes of faith, shoulder to shoulder, are turning their 
weapons of warfare against their fellow workmen. Why is this course pursued? I have 
been shown it is because the feelings of the natural heart, unsubdued by grace, have 
the supremacy. If they had an understanding of the Word of God, men living amid the 
perils of the last days would rather sacrifice their dignity, though dear as the right arm 
or the right eye, than disregard the plainest precepts of God’s Word as they have done. 
It is a terrible thing! The enlightenment of the Holy Spirit is needed. Then the lessons 
of Christ to His disciples would have more weight than they have had. {Lt25b-1892.8-
9} 
 
The counsel to be given is, “Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power 
of his might. Put on the whole armor of God that ye may be able to stand”—in harmony, 
in outward appearance with? No; but “against the wiles of the devil.” [Verses 10, 11.]  
There are some trying testimonies to be manfully borne by Sabbathkeepers and some 
bitter persecution finally endured, for, says Christ, “Ye are my witnesses.” [Isaiah 
43:10.] Yes, witnesses for God, standing in defense of His holy law. We are a light to 
reveal the moral darkness, and the reward will be given to the overcomer. Let no 
resolutions be passed here which will encourage halfhearted service or cowardly hiding 
our light under a bushel or under a bed, for we will certainly be tried and tested. The 
Bible heroes of faith are to be our example. The Bible readers and Bible workers, if 
truly on the Lord’s side, will be earnest, whole-souled, humble, meek, and lowly of 
heart, and God will teach them. {Ms6-1889.18-20} 
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God will have men who will venture anything and everything to save souls. Those 
who will not move until they can see every step of the way clearly before them will 
not be of advantage at this time to forward the truth of God. There must be workers 
now who will push ahead in the dark as well as in the light, and who will hold up bravely 
under discouragements and disappointed hopes, and yet work on with faith, with tears 
and patient hope, sowing beside all waters, trusting the Lord to bring the increase. God 
calls for men of nerve, of hope, faith, and endurance, to work to the point. If Christ 
saw that the souls of men were so precious that he could leave the royal courts and 
humble himself to humanity, in order to help man in his darkness, and to finally die for 
him, how ought we to feel for one another who have been made subjects of the grace 
of God, and partakers of this great salvation. I say to you, my brethren, in the fear of 
God, that we do not place a just estimate upon souls for whose redemption Christ paid 
so great a price. Christ and angels are ready to work with our efforts, if we will work 
with love, simplicity, and faith. {TrueMiss January 1, 1874, par. 12-13} 
 
Character building is the most important work ever entrusted to human beings, and 
never before was its diligent study so important as now. Never was any previous 
generation called to meet issues so momentous; never before were young men and 
young women confronted by perils so great as confront them today. Strength of 
character consists of two things—power of will and power of self-control. Many youth 
mistake strong, uncontrolled passion for strength of character; but the truth is that he 
who is mastered by his passions is a weak man. The real greatness and nobility of the 
man is measured by the power of the feelings that he subdues, not by the power of the 
feelings that subdue him. The strongest man is he, who, while sensitive to abuse, will 
yet restrain passion and forgive his enemies. Such men are true heroes.{CCh 198.4-5} 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

…Let all come into harmony, and let the world see what can be done by a few 
earnest Christians. The Lord, who knows the end from the beginning, will exalt the 

true heroes of the faith. {Lt12-1910.19} 
 

“But remember that the same spirit which says, “Let the 
establishment of Christ’s glorious kingdom be delayed a little 
longer,” would delay it for ever. But this will not be done. There must 
be a generation called suddenly from the vanities of time to the 
realities of eternity. If you are not prepared to say “Come Lord Jesus, 
come quickly,” you have reason to fear that, bad as this world is, 
your heart is in it, and you will perish with it.” 
 
    Advent Review & Sabbath Herald 
    May 16, 1854, p. 131.1 
    WM. S. Ingraham 
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Our Responsibility 
 

Christ never flattered any one. He has never promised us smooth water; but he has said, 
“In the world ye shall have tribulation, but in me ye shall have peace.” [John 16:33.] He 
made an infinite sacrifice that we might become one with Him and one with each other. 
Every son and daughter of God must work out their own salvation. We have a personal 
religious experience to gain; they have an individual responsibility resting upon us. If we 
will avail ourselves of the grace provided for us, God will co-operate with us, and will work 
in and through us to will and to do of His good pleasure. {Lt135-1897.20} 
 
Man cannot be towed to heaven; he cannot go as a passive passenger. He must himself use 
the oars, and work as a laborer together with God. There are many who profess to be 
Christ’s followers, and yet are not doers of His Word. They do not relish this Word, 
because it presents service which is not agreeable to them. They do not relish the 
wholesome reproofs and close, earnest appeals. They do not love righteousness, but are 
mastered and tyrannized over by their own erratic, human impulses. {Lt135-1897.21} 
 
It makes every difference how we do service for God. The boy who drudges through his 
lessons, because he must learn, will never become a real student. The man who claims to 
keep the commandments of God, because he thinks he must do it, will never enter into the 
enjoyment of obedience. The essence and flavor of all obedience is the outworking of a 
principle within—the love of righteousness, the love of the law of God. The essence of all 
righteousness is loyalty to our Redeemer, doing right because it is right. When the Word of 
God is a burden because it cuts directly across human inclinations, then the religious life is 
not a Christian life, but a tug and a strain, an enforced obedience. All the purity and 
godliness of religion is set aside. But adoption into the family of God makes us children, not 
slaves. {Lt135-1897.22} 
 
We are to be consecrated channels through whom the love of Christ flows to those in 
need of help. Every true worker is connected with heavenly instrumentalities. Of the 
angels it is said, “Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister to those who 
shall be heirs of salvation?” [Hebrews 1:14.] Christ sends His light to those who keep the 
windows of the soul open heavenward. Under the Holy Spirit’s influence, they work the 
works of God. He who approaches nearest to obedience to the divine law will be of the 
most service to God. He who follows Christ, reaching out after His goodness, His 
compassion, His love for the human family, will be accepted by God as a worker together 
with Him. Such a one will not be content to remain on a low level of spirituality. He will 
constantly reach higher and higher. {Lt115-1903.23} 
 
We want to know where we are in history. We want to be like men and women who are 
sensible, that are waiting for their Lord who, when He shall return, shall take them to 
Himself. Every one of us can do something. Many feel that the whole duty rests on the 
minister; but there are eternal truths that are to take hold on our souls that are to be 
practiced by everyone of us, so that the world can see that this people know and believe 
that the Lord is coming, that what we preach is not an idle fancy, but that it is the Word of 
God that has taken hold of our lives and souls and that light from the Holy Bible shines all 
along the pathway of this people. {Ms4-1888.7} 
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Nothing can do us real good without the blessing of God. What God blesses is blessed. 
Therefore “a little that a righteous man hath is better than the riches of many wicked.” 
Psalm 37:16. The little with the blessing of God is more efficient, and it will extend farther. 
The grace of God will make a little go a great ways. When we devote ourselves to the 
affairs of the kingdom of God, He will mind our affairs. The Word of God says of them 
who devoted their interest solely to their own affairs, “Ye have sown much, and bring in 
little; ye eat, but ye have not enough; ye drink, but ye are not filled with drink; ye clothe 
you, but there is none warm; and he that earneth wages earneth wages to put into a bag 
with holes.” Haggai 1:6. {Lt8-1873.11} 
 
It is time that church members understood that everywhere there is work to be done in 
the Lord’s vineyard. No one is to wait for a regular process before they make any efforts. 
They should take up the work right where they are. There should be many at work in what 
are called “irregular lines.” If one hundred laborers would step out of the “regular lines” 
and take up self-sacrificing work such as Brother Shireman has done, souls would be won 
to the Lord. And the workers would understand by experience what it means to be 
laborers together with God. {Lt109-1901.12} 
 
Brother Shireman has taxed his energies for many years in a way that many of our younger 
ministers would shrink from doing. He has opened the Scriptures to the people and 
erected buildings, and the Lord has blessed him and gone before him. To some his work 
may appear crude, not elegant enough to suit their taste, but he has worked according to 
the ability given him by the Lord. God will bless any man who does this. You should be 
careful not to dishonor God in the person of his saints. Let the aged minister of God work 
in the place where he has accomplished so much, till the Lord by his Holy Spirit moves 
upon him to work in another place. The Conference should understand that it has no right 
to send a man to take the work out of the hands of one who has done the hard labor, 
gaining his way little by little, by hard strokes, the Lord working with him, and giving him 
his hire in souls for his labor. Study the action of Christ, as recorded in John 4:1-3. In 
regard to the property which Brother Shireman has built up, let no selfish greed force 
him to make it over to the Conference. There may be other places where he should work, 
and he should have something with which to operate. If he were called away suddenly, he 
could make this property over to some one he could trust. He should be allowed to 
control his own property, the results of his hard labor, and never feel himself destitute. 
Brother Shireman will always need helpers, but not men who will seek to set him aside and 
supersede him. His helpers should be men of fine perceptions and delicacy of feeling, 
who will give credit where credit is due, who will not ignore the one used by God to do 
the hard, pioneer labor. {SpM 192.2-5} 
 
Can it be that our brethren think that their criticisms are the productions of the Holy Spirit? 
It will be found that those who are criticized have more to show for their efforts than 
those who criticize. The names of the humble workers are stamped on the books of 
heaven with the words, “Well done, good and faithful servant; enter thou into the joy of 
thy Lord.” [Matthew 25:23.] But opposite the names of the critics stand the words, “Thou 
art weighed in the balances and found wanting.” [Daniel 5:27.] {Lt109-1901.13} 
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We fully believe in church organization; but this is not to prescribe the exact way in 
which we should work, for not all minds are to be reached by the same methods. Nothing 
is to be allowed to keep the servant of God from his fellow men. The individual believer is 
to labor for the individual sinner. Each person has his own light to keep burning; and if the 
heavenly oil is emptied into these lamps through the golden pipes; if the vessels are 
emptied of self, and prepared to receive the holy oil, light will be shed on the sinner’s path 
to some purpose. More light will be shed on the pathway of the wanderer by one such 
lamp than by a whole procession of torchlights gotten up for show. Personal consecration 
and sanctification to God will bring better results than the most imposing display. {6T 
116.1} 
 
I want my brethren to begin to understand some things for themselves. God alone, by the 
quickening, vivifying influence of His Holy Spirit, can enable men to distinguish between 
the sacred and the common. God alone can make men understand that working on 
regular lines has led to irregular practices. God alone can make men’s minds as they 
should be. The time has come when we should hear less in favor of the regular lines. If we 
can get away from the regular lines into something which, though irregular, is after God’s 
order, it may cut away something of the irregular working which has led away from Bible 
principles. {20MR 143.2} 
 

 
 
 
 
 

There are many, even among those occupying 

responsible positions, who are not walking in the 

light of God’s commandments. The following words 

describe their religious standing: 

ISAIAH 56:10-11 
Ms107-1901.16-17 

“His watchmen are blind; they are 

all ignorant, they are all dumb 

dogs, they cannot bark; sleeping, 

lying down, loving to slumber. 

Yea, they are greedy dogs which 

can never have enough, and they 

are shepherds that cannot 

understand; they all look to their 

own way, every one for his gain, 

from his quarter.” 
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What astonishing deception and fearful blindness had, like a dark cloud, covered Israel! 
This blindness and apostasy had not closed about them suddenly; it had come upon them 
gradually as they had not heeded the word of reproof and warning which the Lord had sent 
to them because of their pride and their sins. And now, in this fearful crisis, in the presence 
of the idolatrous priests and the apostate king, they remained neutral. If God abhors one 
sin above another, of which His people are guilty, it is doing nothing in case of an 
emergency. Indifference and neutrality in a religious crisis is regarded of God as a 
grievous crime and equal to the very worst type of hostility against God. {3T 280.3} 
 
The Lord abhors indifference and disloyalty in a time of crisis in His work. The whole 
universe is watching with inexpressible interest the closing scenes of the great controversy 
between good and evil. The people of God are nearing the borders of the eternal world; 
what can be of more importance to them than that they be loyal to the God of heaven? All 
through the ages, God has had moral heroes, and He has them now—those who, like 
Joseph and Elijah and Daniel, are not ashamed to acknowledge themselves His peculiar 
people. His special blessing accompanies the labors of men of action, men who will not be 
swerved from the straight line of duty, but who with divine energy will inquire, “Who is 
on the Lord’s side?” (Exodus 32:26), men who will not stop merely with the inquiry, but 
who will demand that those who choose to identify themselves with the people of God 
shall step forward and reveal unmistakably their allegiance to the King of kings and Lord 
of lords. Such men make their wills and plans subordinate to the law of God. For love of 
Him they count not their lives dear unto themselves. Their work is to catch the light from 
the Word and let it shine forth to the world in clear, steady rays. Fidelity to God is their 
motto. {PK 148.1} 
 
Truth is sacred, divine. It is stronger and more powerful than anything else in the 
formation of a character after the likeness of Christ. In it there is fulness of joy. When it is 
cherished in the heart, the love of Christ is preferred to the love of any human being. This 
is Christianity. This is the love of God in the soul. Thus pure, unadulterated truth occupies 
the citadel of the being. The words are fulfilled, “A new heart also will I give you, and a new 
spirit will I put within you.” There is a nobleness in the life of the one who lives and works 
under the vivifying influence of the truth. {RH February 14, 1899, par. 3} 
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Isaiah 40...Instruction appropriate for us at this time 
All who are truly engaged in the work of the Lord for these last days will have a decided message to bear. Read 
the first few verses of the fortieth chapter of Isaiah: This chapter is filled with instruction appropriate for us at 
this time. The word of the Lord to us is: “Repent ye; prepare the way for a revival of My work.” {8T 9.2, 10.1} 

 
Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith your God. Speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem, and cry 
unto her, that her warfare is accomplished, that her iniquity is pardoned: for she hath received 
of the LORD'S hand double for all her sins. The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare 
ye the way of the LORD, make straight in the desert a highway for our God. Every valley shall be 
exalted, and every mountain and hill shall be made low: and the crooked shall be made straight, 
and the rough places plain: And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it 
together: for the mouth of the LORD hath spoken it.  The voice said, Cry. And he said, What shall 
I cry? All flesh is grass, and all the goodliness thereof is as the flower of the field: The grass 
withereth, the flower fadeth: because the spirit of the LORD bloweth upon it: surely the people 
is grass. The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: but the word of our God shall stand for ever. O 
Zion, that bringest good tidings, get thee up into the high mountain; O Jerusalem, that bringest 
good tidings, lift up thy voice with strength; lift it up, be not afraid; say unto the cities of Judah, 
Behold your God! Behold, the Lord GOD will come with strong hand, and his arm shall rule for 
him: behold, his reward is with him, and his work before him. He shall feed his flock like a 
shepherd: he shall gather the lambs with his arm, and carry them in his bosom, and shall gently 
lead those that are with young. Who hath measured the waters in the hollow of his hand, and 
meted out heaven with the span, and comprehended the dust of the earth in a measure, and 
weighed the mountains in scales, and the hills in a balance? Who hath directed the Spirit of the 
LORD, or being his counsellor hath taught him? With whom took he counsel, and who instructed 
him, and taught him in the path of judgment, and taught him knowledge, and shewed to him the 
way of understanding? Behold, the nations are as a drop of a bucket, and are counted as the 
small dust of the balance: behold, he taketh up the isles as a very little thing. And Lebanon is not 
sufficient to burn, nor the beasts thereof sufficient for a burnt offering. All nations before him 
are as nothing; and they are counted to him less than nothing, and vanity. To whom then will ye 
liken God? or what likeness will ye compare unto him? The workman melteth a graven image, 
and the goldsmith spreadeth it over with gold, and casteth silver chains. He that is so 
impoverished that he hath no oblation chooseth a tree that will not rot; he seeketh unto him a 
cunning workman to prepare a graven image, that shall not be moved. Have ye not known? have 
ye not heard? hath it not been told you from the beginning? have ye not understood from the 
foundations of the earth? It is he that sitteth upon the circle of the earth, and the inhabitants 
thereof are as grasshoppers; that stretcheth out the heavens as a curtain, and spreadeth them 
out as a tent to dwell in: That bringeth the princes to nothing; he maketh the judges of the earth 
as vanity. Yea, they shall not be planted; yea, they shall not be sown: yea, their stock shall not 
take root in the earth: and he shall also blow upon them, and they shall wither, and the 
whirlwind shall take them away as stubble. To whom then will ye liken me, or shall I be equal? 
saith the Holy One. Lift up your eyes on high, and behold who hath created these things, that 
bringeth out their host by number: he calleth them all by names by the greatness of his might, 
for that he is strong in power; not one faileth. Why sayest thou, O Jacob, and speakest, O Israel, 
My way is hid from the LORD, and my judgment is passed over from my God? Hast thou not 
known? hast thou not heard, that the everlasting God, the LORD, the Creator of the ends of the 
earth, fainteth not, neither is weary? there is no searching of his understanding. He giveth power 
to the faint; and to them that have no might he increaseth strength. Even the youths shall faint 
and be weary, and the young men shall utterly fall: But they that wait upon the LORD shall 
renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; 
and they shall walk, and not faint.  
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The Work Outlined 
 

“Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly.... But his delight is 
in the law of the Lord; and in His law doth he meditate day and night. And he shall be 
like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his 
leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper.” Psalm 1:1-3. It is 
only as the law of God is restored to its rightful position that there can be a revival 
of primitive faith and godliness among His professed people. “Thus saith the Lord, 
Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and 
walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls.” Jeremiah 6:16. {GC 478.3} 
 
“Bring forth the blind people that have eyes, and the deaf that have ears. Let all the 
nations be gathered together, and let the people be assembled: who among them can 
declare this, and show us former things? Let them bring forth their witnesses, that 
they may be justified: or let them hear, and say, It is truth. Ye are My witnesses, saith 
the Lord, and My servant whom I have chosen: that ye may know and believe Me, and 
understand that I am He: before Me there was no God formed, neither shall there be 
after Me. I, even I, am the Lord; and beside Me there is no savior. I have declared, and 
have saved, and I have showed, when there was no strange God among you: 
therefore ye are My witnesses, saith the Lord, that I am God. Yea, before the day was 
I am He; and there is none that can deliver out of My hand: I will work, and who shall 
let it?” Isaiah 43:8-13. {9T 137.3} 
 
“I will bring the blind by a way that they knew not; I will lead them in paths that they 
have not known: I will make darkness light before them, and crooked things straight. 
These things will I do unto them, and not forsake them. They shall be turned back, 
they shall be greatly ashamed, that trust in graven images, that say to the molten 
images, Ye are our gods. Hear, ye deaf; and look, ye blind, that ye may see. Who is 
blind, but My servant? or deaf, as My messenger that I sent? who is blind as he that is 
perfect, and blind as the Lord’s servant? Seeing many things, but thou observest not; 
opening the ears, but he heareth not. The Lord is well pleased for His righteousness’ 
sake; He will magnify the law, and make it honorable.” Isaiah 42:16-21. The work 
outlined in these scriptures is the work before us. The terms “My servant,” “Israel,” 
“the Lord’s servant,” mean anyone that the Lord may select and appoint to do a 
certain work. He makes them ministers of His will, though some who are selected may 
be as ignorant of His will as was Nebuchadnezzar. {9T 138.1-2} 
 
Shall any one of us let the shame of our nakedness appear in the use of our God-given 
faculties of speech, and in the use of our pen? Shall we not consider that Christ’s 
righteousness in His perfect obedience to His Father’s commandments was the cause 
of His crucifixion. By perfect obedience to the law of Jehovah we are to magnify the 
law and make it honorable. What mean these words placed before the people of God, 
who, against great obstacles, are trying to fight the good fight of faith, saying, “We 
will not bow the knee to Baal, or give glory or honor to any who do this”? {CW 100.1} 
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In giving his only begotten Son to die for sinners, God has manifested to fallen man 
love that is without a parallel. We have full faith in the scripture that says, “God is 
love;” and yet many have shamefully perverted this word, and have fallen into 
dangerous error because of a false interpretation of its meaning. God’s holy law is 
the only standard by which we can estimate divine affection. If we do not accept 
the law of God as our standard, we set up a standard of our own. God has given us 
precious promises of his love, but we are not to ascribe to Jehovah a tenderness that 
will lead him to pass over guilt and wink at iniquity. {RH June 17, 1890, par. 1} 
 
God has commanded all men to obey His law. He sees not as man sees. His standard 
is elevated, pure, and holy; yet all may reach that standard. The Lord sees the soul 
want, the conscious soul hunger. He regards the disposition of the mind, from whence 
our actions proceed. He sees whether above everything else respect and faith are 
evidenced toward God. The true seeker, who is striving to be like Jesus in word, life, 
and character, will contemplate his Redeemer and, by beholding, become changed 
into His image, because he longs and prays for the same disposition and mind that 
was in Christ Jesus. He is not restrained from evil through fear of shame or through 
fear of loss, for he knows that all he enjoys comes from God, and he would improve 
his blessings that he may represent Christ. He is not hungry to stand the highest, to 
obtain praise from human beings. This is not his eager interest. By making a wise 
improvement of what he now has, he seeks to obtain more and still more ability, that 
he may give to God greater service. He longs after God. The history of his Redeemer, 
the immeasurable sacrifice that He made, becomes full of meaning to him. Christ, the 
Majesty of Heaven, became poor, that we through His poverty might become rich; 
not rich merely in endowments, but rich in attainments. {TM 121.1} 
 
God requires obedience, not for the purpose of showing His authority, but that we 
may become one with Him in character. We will find in God the attributes 
of character needed to form characters after His likeness. We are to form characters 
that are in harmony with the Deity. Thus our natures become spiritualized in every 
faculty. {Ms126-1905.19} 
 
Success in this life, success in gaining the future life, depends upon a faithful, 
conscientious attention to the little things…And as God is perfect in His sphere, so we 
are to be perfect in ours. The symmetrical structure of a strong, beautiful character is 
built up by individual acts of duty. And faithfulness should characterize our life in the 
least as well as in the greatest of its details… {PP 574.2} 
 
…Sacrifice, self-denial, and disinterested benevolence characterized His life. He is our 
pattern…He is a perfect and holy example, given for us to imitate. We cannot equal 
the pattern; but we shall not be approved of God if we do not copy it and, according 
to the ability which God has given, resemble it. Love for souls for whom Christ died 
will lead to a denial of self and a willingness to make any sacrifice in order to be co-
workers with Christ in the salvation of souls. {2T 549.1} 
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The Foundation of True Reformation 
 

The law of God is the foundation of all enduring reformation. We are to present to 
the world in clear, distinct lines the need of obeying this law. Obedience to God’s law 
is the greatest incentive to industry, economy, truthfulness, and just dealing between 
man and man. {8T 199.2} 

 
Satan is not asleep; he is wide awake to make of no effect the sure word of prophecy. 
With skill and deceptive power he is working to counterwork the expressed will of 
God, made plain in His word. For years Satan has been gaining control of human 
minds through subtle sophistries that he has devised to take the place of the truth. In 
this time of peril, rightdoers, in the fear of God, will glorify His name by repeating the 
words of David: “It is time for Thee, Lord, to work: for they have made void Thy 
law.” Psalm 119:126. {9T 92.2} 
 
I am impressed to urge upon our church members the need of building for Christ 
Jesus. The form of godliness without a true reformation is like a house built on a 
sandy foundation. Build upon Jesus Christ; He is the one sure foundation. “Other 
foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.” His strength of 
character is sufficient for you. In Christ, the Word of God gives you the right of way to 
spiritual blessing; but it is a way of self-denial and self-sacrifice; it is a way of self-
control and self-discipline. The character of Christ may become your character; His 
spirit, your spirit. {AUCR April 29, 1907, par. 4} 
 
Luther’s feet were now planted upon the true foundation,—“the prophets and 
apostles, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner-stone.” He firmly declared that 
Christians should receive no other doctrines than those which rest on the authority of 
the sacred Scriptures. At the sound of these words Rome trembled. They struck at the 
very foundation of papal supremacy. They contained the vital principle of the 
Reformation. {ST June 7, 1883, par. 9} 
 
A few men, deeply affected by the excitement in the religious world, imagined 
themselves to have received special revelations from Heaven, and claimed to have 
been divinely commissioned to carry forward to its completion the Reformation 
which, they declared, had been but feebly begun by Luther. In truth, they were 
undoing the very work which he had accomplished. They rejected the great principle 
which was the very foundation of the Reformation—that the word of God is the all-
sufficient rule of faith and practice; and for that unerring guide they substituted the 
changeable, uncertain standard of their own feelings and impressions. By this act of 
setting aside the great detector of error and falsehood the way was opened for Satan 
to control minds as best pleased himself. {GC 186.2} 

 
…The same unswerving adherence to the Word of God manifested at that crisis of 
the Reformation, is the only hope of reform today. {GC88 204.2} 
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The History Is Now 
 

“The thing that hath been, it is that which shall be; and that which is done is that 
which shall be done: and there is no new thing under the sun.” 

~ Ecclesiastes 1:9 ~ 
 

“That which hath been is now; and that which is to be hath already been; and God 
requireth that which is past.” 

~ Ecclesiastes 3:15 ~ 
 
We want to understand the time in which we live. We do not half understand it. We do not 
half take it in. My heart trembles in me when I think of what a foe we have to meet, and 
how poorly we are prepared to meet him. The trials of the children of Israel, and their 
attitude just before the first coming of Christ, have been presented before me again and 
again to illustrate the position of the people of God in their experience before the second 
coming of Christ. How the enemy sought every occasion to take control of the minds of the 
Jews, and today he is seeking to blind the minds of God’s servants, that they may not be 
able to discern the precious truth. {1888 533.1} 
 
The trials of the children of Israel, and their attitude just before the first coming of Christ, 
illustrate the position of the people of God in their experience before the second coming of 
Christ. Satan’s snares are laid for us as verily as they were laid for the children of Israel just 
prior to their entrance into the land of Canaan. We are repeating the history of that 
people. {HL 280.1-2}  →Read and understand the history found in PP 454-459 
 
But the Israelites fixed their hopes upon worldly greatness. From the time of their entrance 
to the land of Canaan, they departed from the commandments of God, and followed the 
ways of the heathen. It was in vain that God sent them warning by His prophets. In vain 
they suffered the chastisement of heathen oppression. Every reformation was followed by 
deeper apostasy. {DA 28.1} 
 
…the sins that control the world have come into the churches, and into the hearts of those 
who claim to be God’s peculiar people. Many who have received the light exert an 
influence to quiet the fears of worldlings and formal professors. There are lovers of the 
world even among those who profess to be waiting for the Lord. There is ambition for 
riches and honor. Christ describes this class when He declares that the day of God is to 
come as a snare upon all that dwell upon the earth. This world is their home. They make it 
their business to secure earthly treasures. They erect costly dwellings and furnish them 
with every good thing; they find pleasure in dress and the indulgence of appetite. The 
things of the world are their idols. These interpose between the soul and Christ, and the 
solemn and awful realities that are crowding upon us are but dimly seen and faintly 
realized. The same disobedience and failure which were seen in the Jewish church have 
characterized in a greater degree the people who have had this great light from heaven 
in the last messages of warning. Shall we, like them, squander our opportunities and 
privileges until God shall permit oppression and persecution to come upon us?...{5T 456.1} 
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…There is a great lack of this practical religion among us as a people. Worldliness and 
pride, love of dress and display, are steadily increasing among those who profess to be 
keeping God’s commandments, and to be waiting for their Lord. The great sin of ancient 
Israel was in turning from God to idols. This is also the great sin of modern Israel. {RH 
June 3, 1880, par. 1-2} 
 
… The sin of ancient Israel was in disregarding the expressed will of God and following 
their own way according to the leadings of unsanctified hearts. Modern Israel are fast 
following in their footsteps, and the displeasure of the Lord is as surely resting upon them. 
{5T 93.3} 
 
In His Word the Lord declared what He would do for Israel if they would obey His voice. But 
the leaders of the people yielded to the temptations of Satan, and God could not give 
them the blessings He designed them to have, because they did not obey His voice. This 
experience will be repeated in the last years of the history of the people of God, who 
have been established by His grace and power. Men whom He has greatly honored will in 
the closing scenes of this earth’s history pattern after ancient Israel. {Ms5-1904.9} 
 
Through the long centuries that have passed since Elijah’s time, the record of his life-work 
has brought inspiration and courage to those who have been called to stand for the right in 
the midst of apostasy. And for us, “upon whom the ends of the world are come,” it has 
special significance. History is being repeated. The world today has its Ahabs and its 
Jezebels. The present age is one of idolatry as verily as was that in which Elijah lived. No 
outward shrines may be visible, there may be no image for the eye to rest upon, yet 
thousands are following after the gods of this world,—after riches, fame, pleasure, and the 
pleasing fables that permit man to follow the inclinations of the unregenerate heart. 
Multitudes have a wrong conception of God and of his attributes, and are as truly serving a 
false god as were the worshipers of Baal. Many, even of those who claim to be Christians, 
have allied themselves with influences that are unalterably opposed to God and his truth. 
Thus they are led to turn away from the divine and exalt the human. The prevailing spirit 
of our time is one of infidelity and apostasy,—a spirit of avowed illumination because of 
a knowledge of truth, but in reality of the blindest presumption. Human theories are 
exalted, and placed where God and his law should be. Satan tempts men and women to 
disobey, with the promise that in disobedience they will find liberty and freedom that will 
make them as gods. There is seen a spirit of opposition to the plain word of God, of 
idolatrous exaltation of human wisdom above divine revelation. Men have allowed their 
minds to become so darkened and confused by conformity to worldly customs and worldly 
influences that they seem to have lost all power to discriminate between light and 
darkness, truth and error…. A faith such as actuated Paul, Peter, and John, they regard as 
old-fashioned, mystical, and unworthy of the intelligence of modern thinkers.  
{RH November 6, 1913, Art. A, par. 1-2} 
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What was the origin of the great apostasy? How did the church first depart from the 
simplicity of the gospel? By conforming to the practices of paganism, to facilitate the 
acceptance of Christianity by the heathen. The apostle Paul declared, even in his day, “The 
mystery of iniquity doth already work.” 2 Thessalonians 2:7. During the lives of the 
apostles the church remained comparatively pure. But “toward the latter end of the 
second century most of the churches assumed a new form; the first simplicity disappeared, 
and insensibly, as the old disciples retired to their graves, their children, along with new 
converts, ... came forward and new-modeled the cause.”—Robert Robinson, Ecclesiastical 
Researches, ch. 6, par. 17, p. 51. To secure converts, the exalted standard of the Christian 
faith was lowered, and as the result “a pagan flood, flowing into the church, carried with it 
its customs, practices, and idols.”—Gavazzi, Lectures, page 278. As the Christian religion 
secured the favor and support of secular rulers, it was nominally accepted by multitudes; 
but while in appearance Christians, many “remained in substance pagans, especially 
worshiping in secret their idols.”—Ibid., page 278. {GC 384.5} 
 
After the passing of the time in 1844, we had fanaticism of every kind to meet.... The 
experience of the past will be repeated. In the future Satan’s superstitions will assume 
new forms. Errors will be presented in a pleasing and flattering manner. False theories, 
clothed with garments of light, will be presented to God’s people. Thus Satan will try to 
deceive, if possible, the very elect. Most seducing influences will be exerted; minds will be 
hypnotized. {Mar 59.2} 
 
The natural heart is not to bring its own tainted, corrupting principles into the work of God. 
There must be no concealing of the principles of our faith. The third angel’s message is to 
be sounded by God’s people. It is to swell to the loud cry. The Lord has a time appointed 
when He will bind off the work; but when is that time? When the truth to be proclaimed 
for these last days shall go forth as a witness to all nations, then shall the end come. If the 
power of Satan can come into the very temple of God, and manipulate things as he 
pleases, the time of preparation will be prolonged. {Lt83-1896.14} 
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Prophets of Old 
 

Throughout his lifetime, a reformer must be a patient, courageous teacher—a 
prophet of hope as well as of doom. References: {PK 224.2} {PK 308.3-.4} 
 
For sixty years or more he stood before the children of Judah as a prophet of hope, 
waxing bolder and still bolder in his predictions of the future triumph of the church. 
{PK 310.1} 
 
Released from prison by the Babylonian officers, the prophet chose to cast in his lot 
with the feeble remnant, certain “poor of the land” left by the Chaldeans to be 
“vinedressers and husbandmen.” Over these the Babylonians set Gedaliah as 
governor. Only a few months passed before the newly appointed governor was 
treacherously slain. The poor people, after passing through many trials, were finally 
persuaded by their leaders to take refuge in the land of Egypt. Against this move, 
Jeremiah lifted his voice in protest. “Go ye not into Egypt,” he pleaded. But the 
inspired counsel was not heeded, and “all the remnant of Judah, ... even men, and 
women, and children,” took flight into Egypt. “They obeyed not the voice of the Lord: 
thus came they even to Tahpanhes.” Jeremiah 43:5-7. {PK 460.2} 
 
Sunday Amendment in the United States—This land has been the home of the 
oppressed, the witness for liberty of conscience, and the great center of scriptural 
light. God has sent messengers [A. T. Jones and others.] who have studied their Bibles 
to find what is truth, and studied the movements of those who are acting their part in 
the fulfilling prophecy in bringing about the religious amendment which is making 
void the law of God and thus giving ascendancy to the man of sin. And shall no voice 
be raised of direct warning to arouse the churches to their danger? Shall we let things 
drift, and let Satan have the victory without a protest? God forbid.... {3SM 386.3} 
 
Many Not in Our Ranks to Come to the Front—There are many souls to come out of 
the ranks of the world, out of the churches—even the Catholic Church—whose zeal 
will far exceed that of those who have stood in rank and file to proclaim the truth 
heretofore. For this reason the eleventh hour laborers will receive their penny. These 
will see the battle coming and will give the trumpet a certain sound. When the crisis is 
upon us, when the season of calamity shall come, they will come to the front, gird 
themselves with the whole armor of God, and exalt His law, adhere to the faith of 
Jesus, and maintain the cause of religious liberty which reformers defended with toil 
and for which they sacrificed their lives.... {3SM 386.4} 
 
And thus it was during the reign of Ahaz. Invitation upon invitation was sent to erring 
Israel to return to their allegiance to Jehovah. Tender were the pleadings of the 
prophets; and as they stood before the people, earnestly exhorting to repentance and 
reformation, their words bore fruit to the glory of God. {PK 325.1} 
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Urge the value of practical godliness: Micah 6:6-8, Deuteronomy 10:12,13; Matthew 
22:36-40. Counsels were repeated to those who were in danger of falling into habits 
of formalism and forgetting to show mercy {PK 326.1-327.1} 
 
To this vast assembly the king himself read “all the words of the book of the covenant 
which was found in the house of the Lord.” 2 Kings 23:2. The royal reader was deeply 
affected, and he delivered his message with the pathos of a broken heart. His hearers 
were profoundly moved. The intensity of feeling revealed in the countenance of the 
king, the solemnity of the message itself, the warning of judgments impending—all 
these had their effect, and many determined to join with the king in seeking 
forgiveness. {PK 400.2} 
 
Encouragements in prophetic utterances {PK 464.1} 
 
Even while Jeremiah was kept under close surveillance by those who scorned his 
messages, there came to him fresh revelations concerning Heaven’s willingness to 
forgive and to save, which have been an unfailing source of comfort to the church of 
God from that day to this. Laying fast hold on the promises of God, Jeremiah,…{PK 
466.1-2} 
 
The principles set forth in Deuteronomy for the instruction of Israel are to be followed 
by God’s people to the end of time. True prosperity is dependent on the continuance 
of our covenant relationship with God. Never can we afford to compromise principle 
by entering into alliance with those who do not fear Him. {PK 570.2} 
 
Their only hope is in the mercy of God; their only defense will be prayer  
{PK 588.1} 
 
In Nehemiah’s firm devotion to the work of God, and his equally firm reliance on God, 
lay the reason of the failure of his enemies to draw him into their power. {PK 660.2} 
 
God has provided divine assistance for all the emergencies to which our human 
resources are unequal. He gives the Holy Spirit to help in every strait, to strengthen 
our hope and assurance, to illuminate our minds and purify our hearts. He provides 
opportunities and opens channels of working. If His people are watching the 
indications of His providence, and are ready to co-operate with Him, they will see 
mighty results. {PK 660.3} 
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Keys to Reformatory Success 
{PK 674.2} to {PK 677.3} 

1. Fasting 
2. Humiliation (greatly humbling oneself before God and man)  
3. Never excusing sin 

a. The tempter’s agency is not to be accounted an excuse for one wrong act. Satan is 
jubilant when he hears the professed followers of Christ making excuses for their 
deformity of character. It is these excuses that lead to sin. There is no excuse for 
sinning. A holy temper, a Christlike life, is accessible to every repenting, believing 
child of God. {DA 311.3} 

4. Vindicate honor of God→ …One class vindicate the law of God, preserving order, 
arresting wickedness, and vindicating the honor of God. The other class make void his 
law, and persecute those who render obedience to God’s commandments… {ST 
November 14, 1895, par. 2} 
a. An act of justice, stern and terrible, was yet to be performed. Samuel must publicly 
vindicate the honor of God and rebuke the course of Saul… {PP 632.3}  
(balance counsel with {Lt92-1895.15}) 
b. …On the other hand, the believers, though few in number, were earnest and 
zealous to vindicate the honor of God in exalting His law which had been made void, 
and to press back the workings of Satan revealed in every form of destructive error. 
{PM 385.1} (balance with this counsel→ {3SM 395.1}) 
c. It is the duty of every Christian to vindicate the honor of God by winning souls to 
Christ. But where are the missionaries to answer the calls that come from all parts of 
the world? Only those who place themselves in Christ’s school, only those who are 
willing to lift His cross, can be successful missionaries. Men who can be depended on 
in the church, who understand its wants, who strive to keep its members true to God; 
men who pray and keep themselves pure from the defilement of sin, hating even the 
garment spotted by the flesh; men who do not leave God out of their reckoning,—
these are the men whom God can use. {RH May 21, 1901, par. 14} 
The people of God can come to a correct understanding of their duty only through 
sincere prayer and earnest seeking for the sanctification of the Holy Spirit… 
{Lt28-1911.8} 
d. Paul did not seek to exalt himself. But when falsehoods threatened to destroy the 
effects of his ministry, faithfulness to his mission made it necessary for him to honor 
God by vindicating his character and magnifying his office. He claims to have a divine 
mission—that he is “called to be an apostle of Jesus Christ through the will of God.” 
{6BC 1082.11} 

5. Prayer 
a. How can we honor God, how can we vindicate His word, unless we are much in 
prayer appealing to Him to manifest His power in behalf of the perishing?—(The 
Review and Herald, August 23, 1892.)  
b. …Your feeling of dependence will drive you to prayer, and your sense of duty 
summon you to effort. Prayer and effort, effort and prayer, will be the business of 
your life. You must pray as though the efficiency and praise were all due to God, and 
labor as though duty were all your own. If you want power you may have it; it is 
waiting your draft upon it. Only believe in God, take Him at His word, act by faith, and 
blessings will come.—(Testimonies for the Church 4:538, 539.) {Pr 84.1} 
c. There are certain conditions upon which we may expect that God will hear and 
answer our prayers. One of the first of these is that we feel our need of help from 
Him. He has promised, “I will pour water upon him that is thirsty, and floods upon the 
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dry ground.” Isaiah 44:3. Those who hunger and thirst after righteousness, who long 
after God, may be sure that they will be filled. The heart must be open to the Spirit’s 
influence, or God’s blessing cannot be received. {SC 95.1} 
d. If we regard iniquity in our hearts, if we cling to any known sin, the Lord will not 
hear us; but the prayer of the penitent, contrite soul is always accepted. When all 
known wrongs are righted, we may believe that God will answer our petitions. Our 
own merit will never commend us to the favor of God; it is the worthiness of Jesus 
that will save us, His blood that will cleanse us; yet we have a work to do in complying 
with the conditions of acceptance. {SC 95.3} 
e. Another element of prevailing prayer is faith. “He that cometh to God must believe 
that He is, and that He is a rewarder of them that diligently seek Him.” Hebrews 11:6. 
Jesus said to His disciples, “What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that 
ye receive them, and ye shall have them.” Mark 11:24. Do we take Him at His word? 
{SC 96.1} 
f. If we take counsel with our doubts and fears, or try to solve everything that we 
cannot see clearly, before we have faith, perplexities will only increase and deepen. 
But if we come to God, feeling helpless and dependent, as we really are, and in 
humble, trusting faith make known our wants to Him whose knowledge is infinite, 
who sees everything in creation, and who governs everything by His will and word, He 
can and will attend to our cry, and will let light shine into our hearts. Through sincere 
prayer we are brought into connection with the mind of the Infinite. We may have no 
remarkable evidence at the time that the face of our Redeemer is bending over us in 
compassion and love, but this is even so. We may not feel His visible touch, but His 
hand is upon us in love and pitying tenderness. {SC 96.3} 
g. When we come to ask mercy and blessing from God we should have a spirit of love 
and forgiveness in our own hearts. How can we pray, “Forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors,” and yet indulge an unforgiving spirit? Matthew 6:12. If we 
expect our own prayers to be heard we must forgive others in the same manner and 
to the same extent as we hope to be forgiven. {SC 97.1} 
h. Perseverance in prayer has been made a condition of receiving. We must pray 
always if we would grow in faith and experience. We are to be “instant in prayer,” to 
“continue in prayer, and watch in the same with thanksgiving.” Romans 12:12; 
Colossians 4:2. Peter exhorts believers to be “sober, and watch unto prayer.” 1 Peter 
4:7. Paul directs, “In everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your 
requests be made known unto God.” Philippians 4:6. “But ye, beloved,” says Jude, 
“praying in the Holy Ghost, keep yourselves in the love of God.” Jude 20, 21. 
Unceasing prayer is the unbroken union of the soul with God, so that life from God 
flows into our life; and from our life, purity and holiness flow back to God. {SC 97.2} 

6. Spirit of Christ 
a. …As you receive the Spirit of Christ—the Spirit of unselfish love and labor for 
others—you will grow and bring forth fruit…{COL 67.3} 
b. The spirit of Christ is a missionary spirit. The very first impulse of the renewed 
heart is to bring others also to the Saviour. Such was the spirit of the Vaudois 
Christians…{GC 70.2} 

7. Faith 
a. Faith is trusting God—believing that He loves us and knows best what is for our 
good. Thus, instead of our own, it leads us to choose His way. {Ed 2531-.2} 

8. Wise energetic action 
a. Deduct every action which would benefit no one, which was performed merely to 
gratify “the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eye, and the pride of life,” and how little 
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remains of willing service, performed for the glory of God! Is not the record alarming? 
How many will have such an account to meet in the day of final Judgment! How many 
precious hours have been squandered in selfish gratification! How often, to please 
ourselves, have we neglected opportunities to work for Christ! Even when we 
consecrate to God the full strength of our powers, we can do but little in comparison 
with all that Christ has done for us. Let us, then, serve him with undivided affection, 
by zeal and fidelity manifesting our gratitude for the love which we are powerless to 
repay. {RH June 15, 1886, par. 11} 

9. Inspired with a great purpose 
a. …Paul never lost sight of one great purpose—to press toward the prize of his 
calling. One aim he kept steadfastly before him—to be faithful to the One who at the 
gate of Damascus had revealed Himself to him. From this aim nothing had power to 
turn him aside. To exalt the cross of Calvary—this was the all-absorbing motive that 
inspired his words and acts. {AA 483.3} 
b. To bring man back into harmony with God, so to elevate and ennoble his moral 
nature that he may again reflect the image of the Creator, is the great purpose of all 
the education and discipline of life. So important was this work that the Saviour left 
the courts of heaven and came in person to this earth, that He might teach men how 
to obtain a fitness for the higher life.321 {CCh 202.4} 
c. … Nehemiah was not a priest; he was not a prophet; he made no pretension to 
high title. He was a reformer raised up for an important time. It was his aim to set his 
people right with God. Inspired with a great purpose, he bent every energy of his 
being to its accomplishment…{PK 675.3} 
d. The Lord desires us to be men and women in Christ Jesus. Our natural dispositions 
are to be softened and subdued by His grace. Then we shall not be continually 
crucifying Him afresh. Our Saviour lived on this earth a perfect life. He is our Example. 
If we now follow Him, doing His will in all things, we shall in the world to come live 
with Him forever. Let us keep Him constantly in view. It should be our life-purpose to 
glorify Christ. This is the great purpose that has inspired Christians in every age. It is 
by cherishing this purpose that we make sure of eternal salvation. Let us learn to 
know Him whom to know aright is peace and joy and life everlasting. {ST January 28, 
1903, par. 9} 

11. High unbending integrity 
12. Determined to stand  
13. Loyalty  
14. Patriotism 
15. Deep love for God 
16. Industry 
17. Prompt decisive action 
18. Zeal  
19. Nobility  
20. Devotion 
21. Self sacrifice 
22. Unwavering confidence in humility of spirit  
23. Firm reliance upon God  
 

For all who are disheartened there is but one remedy,..faith, prayer, and work.  
{6T 438.3} 
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The Lord does not judge us according to the elevation of our various spheres, but 
according to the faithfulness with which we fill them. {6T 439.4} 

 
If we do but one third of that which we have entrusted talents to do, the other two 

thirds are working against Christ. {6T 439.5} 
 

The greatest work that can be done in our world is to glorify God 
by living the character of Christ. {6T 439.6} 

 
What is needed for being a reformer: 
 
Devotion to God and a spirit of sacrifice were the first requisites in preparing a 
dwelling place for the Most High. {CIHS 35.1} 
 
Those who claim to be followers of the Master Worker, and who engage in His service 
as colaborers with God, are to bring into their work the exactitude and skill, the tact 
and wisdom, that the God of perfection required in the building of the earthly 
tabernacle. And now, as in that time and as in the days of Christ’s earthly ministry, 
devotion to God and a spirit of sacrifice should be regarded as the first requisites of 
acceptable service. God designs that not one thread of selfishness shall be woven into 
His work.—The Review and Herald, January 4, 1906. {MYP 303.2} 
 
If Dr. Kellogg would see himself as the Lord sees him, he would be greatly ashamed 
and humiliated. He would see—as all must see who are enlightened by the Holy 
Spirit—that self-denial and genuine humility are the first requisites for the success of 
medical missionary work. God acknowledges only the work that bears His seal. 
{Ms137-1902.5} 
 
The minister of the gospel who is a laborer together with God, will learn daily in the 
school of Christ.... No light, trifling words will fall from his lips; for is he not an 
ambassador for Christ, bearing a divine message to perishing souls? All jesting and 
joking, all lightness and trifling, is painful to the cross-bearing disciple of Christ. He is 
weighed down by the burden he feels for souls. Constantly his heart is drawn out in 
prayer to God for the gift of His grace, that he may be a faithful steward. He prays to 
be kept pure and holy, and then refuses to rush heedlessly into temptation. He heeds 
the injunction, “As He which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of 
conversation; because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy”.... Keeping close to his 
Master, he receives words from Him to speak to the people. Lifting as Christ lifts, 
loving as Christ loves, working as Christ works, he goes about doing good. He strives 
with all his power for self-improvement, that by precept and example he may lead 
others to a purer, higher, nobler life.—The Review and Herald, January 21, 1902. {Ev 
206.4-207.1} 
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It is not a conclusive evidence that a man is a Christian because he manifests spiritual 
ecstasy under extraordinary circumstances. Holiness is not rapture: it is an entire 
surrender of the will to God; it is living by every word that proceeds from the mouth 
of God; it is doing the will of our heavenly Father; it is trusting God in trial, in 
darkness as well as in the light; it is walking by faith and not by sight; it is relying on 
God with unquestioning confidence, and resting in His love. {AA 51.2} 
 
We cannot afford in the few days we have here on earth to spend our time in trifling 
and nothingness. We need to humble our souls before God, that every heart may 
drink in the truth, and let it work in the life a reformation that will convince the world 
that this is indeed the truth of God. Let the life be hid with Christ in God. Only when 
we seek the Lord as little children, when we cease picking flaws in our brethren and 
sisters, and in those who are seeking to carry faithfully the responsibilities of the 
work, and seek to get our own hearts right with God, can He use us to the glory of His 
name. {9T 106.1} 
 
…To know that you are striving in spirit and in works to be Christlike will give you 
strength and comfort and courage. It is your privilege to become meek and lowly in 
heart; then angels of God will co-operate with you in your revival efforts. Christ died 
that His life might be lived in you, and in all who make Him their example. In the 
strength of your Redeemer you can reveal the character of Christ, and you can work 
in wisdom and in power to make the crooked places straight. Press close to the side of 
Christ, and praise the Lord. {Lt260-1908.10} 
 
Fidelity, thorough wholeness to God, is essential for every worker now if we would 
receive from Christ the benediction, “Well done, good and faithful servant.” 
[Matthew 25:23.] The exhortation to Timothy from his father in the gospel was, “Take 
heed unto thyself and unto the doctrine.” [1 Timothy 4:16.] (The great question is: 
How shall we meet the future? Our only safety is in doing our work for each day as it 
comes, working, watching, waiting, every moment relying on the strength of Him who 
was dead and who is alive again, who lives forevermore.) Every step must be guarded; 
as we advance, our tread may be firm, and [then] we may move solidly onward and 
upward. {Lt66-1894.13} 
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What Reformers Do 
 
When the Jews were restored to their native land after the Babylonish captivity, they 
found themselves in a deplorable state of insecurity and discouragement. The walls of 
Jerusalem were broken down. The favor of God, their blessing and defense, had been 
removed because of their transgressions; and there were continual rumors of 
threatened invasion by their enemies. At this time God raised up a deliverer for his 
people in the person of Nehemiah, who was also a religious reformer to restore the 
worship of the true God and correct wrongs among the people. On account of his 
courage and fidelity, he was chosen of God to do this great work. Nehemiah prayed 
much, and trusted in God to help him; yet he was a man of wise forethought and 
resolute action, and he neglected no precaution that could tend to the success of the 
enterprise he had undertaken. {RH March 11, 1884, par. 1} 
 
Nehemiah’s efforts to restore the worship of the true God had been crowned with 
success. As long as the people were true to the oath they had taken, as long as they 
were obedient to God’s word, so long would the Lord fulfill His promise by pouring 
rich blessings upon them. {PK 668.1} 
 
Jesus knew that their hopes were to be disappointed. He had come to teach them of 
something far better than they had sought. He had come to restore the true worship 
of God. He was to bring in a pure heart religion, that would manifest itself in a pure 
life and a holy character. {SJ 59.5-60.1} 
 
The power of Christ alone can work the transformation in heart and mind that all 
must experience who would partake with Him of the new life in the kingdom of 
heaven. “Except a man be born again,” the Saviour has said, “he cannot see the 
kingdom of God.” John 3:3. The religion that comes from God is the only religion that 
can lead to God. In order to serve Him aright, we must be born of the divine Spirit. 
This will lead to watchfulness. It will purify the heart and renew the mind, and give us 
a new capacity for knowing and loving God. It will give us willing obedience to all His 
requirements. This is true worship. {9T 156.1} 
 
Here is declared the same truth that Jesus had revealed to Nicodemus when He said, 
“Except a man be born from above, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” John 3:3, 
margin. Not by seeking a holy mountain or a sacred temple are men brought into 
communion with heaven. Religion is not to be confined to external forms and 
ceremonies. The religion that comes from God is the only religion that will lead to 
God. In order to serve Him aright, we must be born of the divine Spirit. This will purify 
the heart and renew the mind, giving us a new capacity for knowing and loving God. It 
will give us a willing obedience to all His requirements. This is true worship. It is the 
fruit of the working of the Holy Spirit. By the Spirit every sincere prayer is indited, and 
such prayer is acceptable to God. Wherever a soul reaches out after God, there the 
Spirit’s working is manifest, and God will reveal Himself to that soul. For such 
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worshipers He is seeking. He waits to receive them, and to make them His sons and 
daughters. {DA 189.2} 
 
True worship consists in working together with Christ. “Pure religion and undefiled 
before God and the Father is this: To visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, 
and to keep himself unspotted from the world.” The love of Christ dwelling in the 
heart, will be manifested in earnest effort to accomplish the work which Jesus came 
to do. Kind words, deeds of benevolence, of tender care for the needy and the 
afflicted,—this is the fruit that grows naturally upon the good tree. {HM July 1, 1891, 
par. 3} 
 
“God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.” 
When our hearts are tuned to praise our Maker, not only in psalms and hymns and 
spiritual songs, but also in our lives, we shall live in communion with Heaven. Our 
offering of grateful thanks will not be spasmodic, or reserved for special occasions; 
there will be gratitude in the heart and in the home, in private as well as in public 
devotion. This constitutes the true worship of God. {YI December 31, 1896, par. 6} 
 
Here is a lesson for the discontented wishers, who refuse to take up the simple duties 
of life, and consume their time in trying to make themselves happy in following their 
own inclinations. Christ denied all selfish desires, all worldly aggrandizement and 
avaricious ambition. Pride and envy, resentment and jealously, were excluded from 
his heart. He was always awake to the necessities of suffering humanity. The Father, 
whose eye can discern the least taint of imperfection, looking into the inner sanctuary 
of the soul, saw nothing but purity, excellence, and divine loveliness. This is true 
worship; and the life of Christ is the pattern which we are to copy. {Ms80-1896.8} 
 
The work to be carried on by the people of God is declared in the words of 
Inspiration: “Behold, I send My messenger before Thy face, which shall prepare Thy 
way before Thee. The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the 
Lord, make His paths straight.” Mark 1:2, 3. “Behold My servant, whom I uphold; 
Mine elect, in whom My soul delighteth; I have put My Spirit upon Him. He shall bring 
forth judgment to the Gentiles.... He shall not fail nor be discouraged, till He have set 
judgment in the earth: and the isles shall wait for His law.” Isaiah 42:1-4. {9T 64.1} 
 
The prophet here describes a people who, in a time of general departure from truth 
and righteousness, are seeking to restore the principles that are the foundation of the 
kingdom of God. They are repairers of a breach that has been made in God’s law—the 
wall that He has placed around His chosen ones for their protection, and obedience to 
whose precepts of justice, truth, and purity is to be their perpetual safeguard. {PK 
677.3} 
 
In words of unmistakable meaning the prophet points out the specific work of this 
remnant people who build the wall. “If thou turn away thy foot from the Sabbath, 
from doing thy pleasure on My holy day; and call the Sabbath a delight, the holy of 
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the Lord, honorable; and shalt honor Him, not doing thine own ways, nor finding thine 
own pleasure, nor speaking thine own words: then shalt thou delight thyself in the 
Lord; and I will cause thee to ride upon the high places of the earth, and feed thee 
with the heritage of Jacob thy father: for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it.” Isaiah 
58:13, 14. {PK 678.1} 
 
The words and thoughts should be guarded. Those who discuss business matters and 
lay plans on the Sabbath, are regarded of God as though they engaged in the actual 
transaction of business. To keep the Sabbath holy, we should not even allow our 
minds to dwell upon things of a worldly character.486 {CCh 269.3} 
 
It is a sad failing with many that they are always behind time on Sabbath morning. 
They are very particular about their own time, they cannot afford to lose an hour of 
that; but the Lord’s time, the only day out of the seven that the Lord claims as his, and 
requires us to devote to him, quite a portion of this is squandered away by sleeping 
late in the morning. In this they are robbing God. It causes them to be behind in 
everything; it makes confusion in the family; and finally results in the tardiness of the 
entire family at Sabbath-school, and perhaps at meeting. Now why can we not rise 
early with the birds, and offer praise and thanksgiving to God? Try it, brethren and 
sisters. Have your preparations all made the day before, and come promptly to the 
Sabbath-school and meeting, and you will thereby not only benefit others, but you 
will reap rich blessings for yourselves. {YI March 19, 1879, par. 1} 
 
In the time of the end every divine institution is to be restored. The breach made in 
the law at the time the Sabbath was changed by man, is to be repaired. God’s 
remnant people, standing before the world as reformers, are to show that the law of 
God is the foundation of all enduring reform and that the Sabbath of the fourth 
commandment is to stand as a memorial of creation, a constant reminder of the 
power of God. In clear, distinct lines they are to present the necessity of obedience to 
all the precepts of the Decalogue. Constrained by the love of Christ, they are to co-
operate with Him in building up the waste places. They are to be repairers of the 
breach, restorers of paths to dwell in. See verse 12. {PK 678.2} 
 
The warfare against God’s law, which was begun in heaven, will be continued until the 
end of time. Every man will be tested. Obedience or disobedience is the question to 
be decided by the whole world. All will be called to choose between the law of God 
and the laws of men. Here the dividing line will be drawn. There will be but two 
classes. Every character will be fully developed; and all will show whether they have 
chosen the side of loyalty or that of rebellion. {DA 763.3} 
 
Key Bible texts from Patriarch and Prophets 
Isaiah 53:3, 4, Psa 72:4, 2 Samuel 23:4, Hosea 6:3, Malachi 4:2, Isaiah 9:2,6,7 49:6, 
40:5, John 1:23, Isaiah 49:7-10, 61:1,2 
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The principle we are to uphold at this time is the same that was maintained by the 
adherents of the gospel in the great Reformation. When the princes assembled at the 
Diet of Spires in 1529, it seemed that the hope of the world was about to be crushed 
out. To this assembly was presented the emperor’s decree restricting religious liberty 
and prohibiting all further dissemination of the reformed doctrines. Would the 
princes of Germany accept the decree? Should the light of the gospel be shut out 
from the multitudes that were still in darkness? Mighty issues for the world were at 
stake. Those who had accepted the reformed faith met together, and the unanimous 
decision was: “Let us reject the decree. In matters of conscience the majority has no 
power.” {6T 402.2} 
 
The banner of truth and religious liberty which these Reformers held aloft has in this 
last conflict been committed to us. The responsibility for this great gift rests with 
those whom God has blessed with a knowledge of His word. We are to receive God’s 
word as supreme authority. We must accept its truths for ourselves. And we can 
appreciate these truths only as we search them out by personal study. Then, as we 
make God’s word the guide of our lives, for us is answered the prayer of Christ: 
“Sanctify them through Thy truth: Thy word is truth.” John 17:17. The 
acknowledgment of the truth in word and deed is our confession of faith. Only thus 
can others know that we believe the Bible. {6T 402.3} 
 
Those Reformers whose protest has given us the name Protestant felt that God had 
called them to give the gospel to the world, and in doing this they were ready to 
sacrifice their possessions, their liberty, and their lives. Are we in this last conflict of 
the great controversy as faithful to our trust as were the early Reformers to theirs? In 
the face of persecution and death, the truth for that time was spread far and near. 
The word of God was carried to the people; all classes, high and low, rich and poor, 
learned and ignorant, studied it eagerly, and those who received the light became in 
their turn its messengers. In those days the truth was brought home to the people 
through the press. Luther’s pen was a power, and his writings, scattered broadcast, 
stirred the world. The same agencies are at our command, with facilities multiplied a 
hundredfold. Bibles, publications in many languages, setting forth the truth for this 
time, are at our hand and can be swiftly carried to all the world. We are to give the 
last warning of God to men, and what should be our earnestness in studying the Bible, 
and our zeal in spreading the light! {6T 403.1-2} 
 
The man who loves God does not measure his work by the eight-hour system. He 
works at all hours and is never off duty. As he has opportunity he does good. 
Everywhere, at all times and in all places, he finds opportunity to work for God. He 
carries fragrance with him wherever he goes. A wholesome atmosphere surrounds his 
soul. The beauty of his well-ordered life and godly conversation inspires in others 
faith and hope and courage. It is heart missionaries that are needed. Spasmodic 
efforts will do little good. We must arrest the attention. We must be deeply in 
earnest. {9T 45.3-4} 
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The Result of Their Work: 
There is a marked neglect of the cautions and warnings that have been given from 
time to time. When there is a seeking of the Lord and a confession of sin, when the 
needed reformation takes place, united zeal and earnestness will be shown in 
restoring what has been withheld. The Lord will manifest His pardoning love, and 
means will come to cancel the debts on our institutions. {8T 89.2} 
 
When the Lord works through human instrumentalities, when men are moved with 
power from on high, Satan leads his agents to cry, “Fanaticism!” and to warn people 
not to go to extremes. Let all be careful how they raise this cry; for though there is 
counterfeit coin, this does not lower the value of that which is genuine. Because there 
are spurious revivals and spurious conversions, it does not follow that all revivals are 
to be held in suspicion. Let us not show the contempt manifested by the Pharisees 
when they said, “This man receiveth sinners.” [Luke 15:2.] There is enough in the life 
of Christ to teach us not to sneer at His work in the conversion of souls. The 
manifestation of God’s renewing grace on sinful men causes angels to rejoice, but 
often this work has, through unbelief, been termed fanaticism, and the messenger 
through whom God has worked has been spoken of as having zeal that is not 
according to knowledge. {GW 170.2-3} 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
…You, I saw, were among the number who would be backward to see the light and 
correct your manner of eating, drinking, and working. As the light of truth is received 
and followed out, it will work an entire reformation in the life and character of all 
those who are sanctified through it. {2T 60.2} 
 
There is great necessity for a reformation among the people of God. The present state 
of the church leads to the inquiry: Is this a correct representation of Him who gave His 
life for us? Are these the followers of Christ and the brethren of those who counted 
not their lives dear unto themselves? Those who come up to the Bible standard, the 
Bible description of Christ’s followers, will be found rare indeed. Having forsaken 
God, the Fountain of living waters, they have hewn them out cisterns, “broken 
cisterns, that can hold no water.” Said the angel: “Lack of love and faith are the great 
sins of which God’s people are now guilty.” Lack of faith leads to carelessness and to 
love of self and the world. Those who separate themselves from God and fall under 
temptation indulge in gross vices, for the carnal heart leads to great wickedness. And 
this state of things is found among many of God’s professed people. While they are 
professedly serving God they are to all intents and purposes corrupting their ways 
before Him. Appetite and passion are indulged by many, notwithstanding the clear 
light of truth points out the danger and lifts its warning voice: Beware, restrain, deny.  
“The wages of sin is death.” Romans 6:23. Although the example of those who have 
made shipwreck of faith stands as a beacon to warn others from pursuing the same 
course, yet many rush madly on. Satan has control of their minds and seems to have 
power over their bodies. {3T 474.3} 
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We wish that all the Lord’s servants were laborers. The work of warning souls should 
not be confined to ministers alone, but brethren who have the truth in their hearts, 
and who have exerted a good influence at home, should feel that a responsibility 
rests upon them to devote a part of their time to going out among their neighbors 
and into adjoining towns to be missionaries for God. They should carry our 
publications and engage in conversation and, in the spirit of Christ, pray with and for 
those whom they visit. This is the work that will arouse a spirit of investigation and 
reformation. For years the Lord has been calling the attention of His people to health 
reform. This is one of the great branches of the work of preparation for the coming of 
the Son of man. John the Baptist went forth in the spirit and power of Elijah to 
prepare the way of the Lord and to turn the people to the wisdom of the just. He was 
a representative of those living in these last days to whom God has entrusted sacred 
truths to present before the people to prepare the way for the second appearing of 
Christ. John was a reformer. The angel Gabriel, direct from heaven, gave a discourse 
upon health reform to the father and mother of John. He said that he should not drink 
wine or strong drink, and that he should be filled with the Holy Ghost from his birth. 
John separated himself from friends and from the luxuries of life. The simplicity of 
his dress, a garment woven of camel’s hair, was a standing rebuke to the 
extravagance and display of the Jewish priests, and of the people generally. His diet, 
purely vegetable, of locusts and wild honey, was a rebuke to the indulgence of 
appetite and the gluttony that everywhere prevailed. The prophet Malachi declares: 
“Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and 
dreadful day of the Lord: and he shall turn the heart of the fathers to the children, 
and the heart of the children to their fathers.” Here the prophet describes the 
character of the work. Those who are to prepare the way for the second coming of 
Christ are represented by faithful Elijah, as John came in the spirit of Elijah to prepare 
the way for Christ’s first advent. The great subject of reform is to be agitated, and the 
public mind is to be stirred. Temperance in all things is to be connected with the 
message, to turn the people of God from their idolatry, their gluttony, and their 
extravagance in dress and other things. {3T61.2- 62.1} 
 
…Wrongs cannot be righted, nor reformations in character made, by a few feeble, 
intermittent efforts. Sanctification is not a work of a day or a year, but of a lifetime. 
Without continual efforts and constant activity, there can be no advancement in the 
divine life, no attainment of the victor’s crown. We are doing up work for the 
judgment, and it is unsafe to work in our own wisdom and trust to our own 
judgment… {3T 325.2} 
 
A revival of true godliness among us is the greatest and most urgent of all our needs. 
To seek this should be our first work at our camp-meetings. There must be earnest 
effort to obtain the blessing of the Lord, not because God is not willing to bestow his 
blessing upon us, but because we are unprepared to receive it. Our heavenly Father is 
more willing to give his Holy Spirit to them that ask him, than are earthly parents to 
give good gifts to their children. But it is our work by confession, humiliation, 
repentance, and earnest prayer, to fulfill the conditions upon which God has 
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promised to grant us his blessing. A revival need be expected only in answer to 
prayer. While the people are so destitute of God’s Holy Spirit, they cannot appreciate 
the preaching of the word. But when the Spirit’s power touches their hearts, then the 
discourses given will not be without effect. Guided by the teachings of God’s word, 
with the manifestations of his Spirit, in the exercise of sound discretion, those who 
attend our camp-meetings will gain a precious experience, and returning home will be 
prepared to exert a healthful influence in the churches. {ST May 17, 1883, Art. B, par. 
1} 
 
The old standard-bearers knew what it was to wrestle with God in prayer and to enjoy 
the outpouring of his Spirit. But these are passing off from the stage of action; and 
who are coming up to fill their places? How is it with the rising generation? are they 
converted to God? Are we awake to the work that is going on in the heavenly 
sanctuary, or are we waiting for some compelling power to come upon the church 
before we shall arouse? Are we hoping to see the whole church revived? That time 
will never come. {ST May 17, 1883, Art. B, par. 2} 
 
There are persons in the church who are not converted, and who will not unite in 
earnest, prevailing prayer. We must enter upon the work individually. We must pray 
more, and talk less. Iniquity abounds, and the people must be taught not to be 
satisfied with a form of godliness without the spirit and power. If we are intent upon 
searching our own hearts, putting away our sins, and correcting our evil tendencies, 
our souls will not be lifted up unto vanity; we shall be distrustful of ourselves, having 
an abiding sense that our sufficiency is of God. {ST May 17, 1883, Art. B, par. 3} 
 
We have far more to fear from within than from without. The hindrances to strength 
and success are far greater from the church itself than from the world. Unbelievers 
have a right to expect that those who profess to be keeping the commandments of 
God and the faith of Jesus will do more than any other class to promote and honor, by 
their consistent lives, by their godly example and their active influence, the cause 
which they represent. But how often have the professed advocates of the truth 
proved the greatest obstacle to its advancement. The unbelief indulged, the doubts 
expressed, the darkness cherished, encourage the presence of evil angels, and open 
the way for the accomplishment of Satan’s devices. {ST May 17, 1883, Art. B, par. 4} 
 
The adversary of souls is not permitted to read the thoughts of men; but he is a keen 
observer, and he marks the words; he takes account of actions, and skillfully adapts 
his temptations to meet the cases of those who place themselves in his power. If we 
would labor to repress sinful thoughts and feelings, giving them no expression in 
words or actions, Satan would be defeated; for he could not prepare his specious 
temptations to meet the case. But how often do professed Christians, by their lack of 
self-control, open the door to the adversary of souls! Divisions, and even bitter 
dissensions which would disgrace any worldly community, are common in the 
churches, because there is so little effort to control wrong feelings, and to repress 
every word that Satan can take advantage of. As soon as an alienation of feeling 
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arises, the matter is spread before Satan for his inspection, and the opportunity given 
for him to use his serpent-like wisdom and skill in dividing and destroying the church. 
There is great loss in every dissension. Personal friends of both parties take sides with 
their respective favorites, and thus the breach is widened. A house divided against 
itself cannot stand. Criminations and recriminations are engendered and multiplied. 
Satan and his angels are actively at work to secure a harvest from seed thus sown. 
Worldlings look on, and jeeringly exclaim, “Behold how these Christians hate one 
another. If this is religion, we do not want it.” And they look upon themselves and 
their irreligious characters with great satisfaction. Thus they are confirmed in their 
impenitence, and Satan exults at his success. {ST May 17, 1883, Art. B, par. 5} 
 
The great deceiver has prepared his wiles for every soul that is not braced for trial and 
guarded by constant prayer and living faith. As ministers, as Christians, we must work 
to take the stumbling-blocks out of the way. We must remove every obstacle. Let us 
confess and forsake every sin, that the way of the Lord may be prepared, that he may 
come into our assemblies and impart his rich grace. The world, the flesh, and the Devil 
must be overcome. We cannot prepare the way by gaining the friendship of the 
world, which is enmity with God; but by his help we can break its seductive influence 
upon ourselves and upon others. We cannot individually or as a body secure ourselves 
from the constant temptations of a relentless and determined foe; but in the strength 
of Jesus we can resist them. From every member of the church a steady light may 
shine forth before the world, so that they shall not be led to inquire, What do these 
people more than others? There can be and must be a withdrawal from conformity to 
the world, a shunning of all appearance of evil, so that no occasion shall be given for 
gainsayers. We cannot escape reproach; it will come; but we should be very careful 
that we are not reproached for our own sins or follies, but for Christ’s sake. {ST May 
17, 1883, Art. B, par. 6} 
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The Straight Testimony  
 
There must be a revival of the strait testimony. The path to heaven is no smoother 
now than in the days of our Saviour. All our sins must be put away. Every darling 
indulgence that hinders our religious life must be cut off. The right eye or the right 
hand must be sacrificed if it cause us to offend. Are we willing to renounce our own 
wisdom and to receive the kingdom of heaven as a little child? Are we willing to part 
with self-righteousness? Are we willing to give up our chosen worldly associates? Are 
we willing to sacrifice the approbation of men? The prize of eternal life is of infinite 
value. Will we put forth efforts and make sacrifices proportionate to the worth of the 
object to be attained? Every association we form, however limited, exerts some 
influence upon us. The extent to which we yield to that influence will be determined 
by the degree of intimacy, the constancy of the intercourse, and our love and 
veneration for the one with whom we associate. Thus by acquaintance and 
association with Christ we may become like Him, the one faultless Example. {5T 
222.3} 
 
According to the light that God has given me in vision, wickedness and deception are 
increasing among God’s people who profess to keep His commandments. Spiritual 
discernment to see sin as it exists, and then to put it out of the camp, is decreasing 
among God’s people; and spiritual blindness is fast coming upon them. The straight 
testimony must be revived, and it will separate those from Israel who have ever been 
at war with the means that God has ordained to keep corruptions out of the church. 
Wrongs must be called wrongs. Grievous sins must be called by their right name. All 
of God’s people should come nearer to Him and wash their robes of character in the 
blood of the Lamb. Then will they see sin in the true light and will realize how 
offensive it is in the sight of God. {3T 324.1} 
 
…But I have been shown that the counsel and strait testimony will not cease as long 
as God has anything to do with this church and with the Office. The plain testimony 
will cut to the right and left, and the church will have to be hewed and squared. The 
planning-knife of God will pass over them, and if individuals will not bear the strait 
work they will be laid aside as useless timber, unfit to have any place in the cause or 
work of God. Harriet, I was shown the past position John occupied after he went to 
Waukon. The spirit of rebellion that arose there is not dead yet. But quite a number 
are standing in just that uncertain position, taking no decided stand, with but little 
spirit of present truth, having no sense of the work of God, and the seeds of rebellion 
that have taken root there would spring up very easily. {PH016 12.1} 
 
There is need of close examination of self. We have no time now to spend in self-
indulgence. If we are connected with God, we shall humble our hearts before Him, 
and be very zealous in the perfecting of Christian characters. We have a grand and 
solemn work to do, for the world is to be enlightened in regard to the times in which 
we live; and they will be enlightened when a straight testimony is borne. They will be 
led to earnest examination of self (Letter 12, 1909). {3BC 1146.1} 
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Those who engage in the solemn work of bearing the third angel’s message must 
move out decidedly, and in the Spirit and power of God fearlessly preach the truth 
and let it cut. They should elevate the standard of truth and urge the people to come 
up to it. It has too frequently been lowered to meet the people in their condition of 
darkness and sin. It is the pointed testimony that will bring them up to decide. A 
peaceful testimony will not do this. The people have the privilege of listening to this 
kind of teaching from popular pulpits; but those servants to whom God has entrusted 
the solemn, fearful message which is to bring out and fit up a people for the coming 
of Christ should bear a plain, pointed testimony. Our truth is as much more solemn 
than that of nominal professors, as the heavens are higher than the earth. {1T 248.2} 
 
The people are asleep in their sins and need to be alarmed before they can shake off 
this lethargy. Their ministers have preached smooth things; but God’s servants, who 
bear sacred, vital truths, should cry aloud and spare not, that the truth may tear off 
the garment of security and find its way to the heart. The straight testimony that 
should have been given to the people in —— was shunned by the ministers; the seed 
of truth was sown among thorns and has been choked by them. With some, evil 
besetments have flourished, and the heavenly graces have died out. God’s servants 
must bear a pointed testimony, which will cut the natural heart and develop 
character….{1T 249.1-2} 
 
I asked the meaning of the shaking I had seen, and was shown that it would be caused 
by the straight testimony called forth by the counsel of the True Witness to the 
Laodiceans. This will have its effect upon the heart of the receiver, and will lead him 
to exalt the standard and pour forth the straight truth. Some will not bear this 
straight testimony. They will rise up against it, and this is what will cause a shaking 
among God’s people. I saw that the testimony of the True Witness has not been half 
heeded. The solemn testimony upon which the destiny of the church hangs has been 
lightly esteemed, if not entirely disregarded. This testimony must work deep 
repentance; all who truly receive it will obey it, and be purified. {CET 176.1-2} 
 
Attended meeting all day. Felt pressed in spirit to bear a straight testimony upon 
pride, love of fashion. God is separating His people from the world. He is purifying 
them unto Himself, and those who will not heed reproof, who choose to possess their 
own way, to manifest the evil passions of the heart, will be left behind. God will have 
a pure and a holy, self-denying, cross-bearing people. The message to the Laodiceans 
looks clearer to me. I see God will not do His work of spewing out until character is 
developed, His professed people proved, tested, and tried. Now God is proving His 
people to see if they will obey Him. “Be zealous ... and repent.” [Revelation 3:19.] If 
they will not, He will spew them out of His mouth. There are some among us of whom 
God will soon say, “Their sins shall not be cleansed with sacrifice or offering forever.” 
Like the house of Eli, a heavy curse will rest upon them. [1 Samuel 3:14.] {Ms6-
1859.57} 
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Many who love self-indulgence and who murmur at the straight testimony of the 
Laodicean message, are ignorant of how sinful their actions really are; but in the 
judgment they will be ashamed of their course of ingratitude and rebellion against the 
One who has borne so long with them, and who has not cut them off in their sins. No 
confession, no weeping will then avail for those who have spoiled their record. Many 
who now claim to be the disciples of Christ, will be numbered among those who 
would not repent, but who have deceived their souls unto their eternal ruin. The 
evasion of truth will not give courage to any soul in the day of judgment to open his 
lips in self-defense. Then the books will be opened that bear the record of the works 
of every individual.... {TDG 278.2} 
 
God has sent messages from His Word to the souls who are living careless lives, and 
who are unashamed of their wrong course of action. I heard the words spoken: “Why 
sayest thou, O Jacob, and speakest, O Israel, My way is hid from the Lord and my 
judgment is passed over from my God? Hast thou not known? hast thou not heard, 
that the everlasting God, the Lord, the Creator of the ends of the earth, fainteth not, 
neither is weary? there is no searching of his understanding” (Isaiah 40:27, 28). If the 
careless, self-indulgent souls would seek the Lord and confess their sins, they would 
see how their unconverted lives lead others astray, and they would repent and be 
converted.... {TDG 278.3} 
 
God is constantly appealing to the human heart, bidding it recognize His love and 
mercy, and accept His righteousness in the place of the principles of evil. Thus He has 
pleaded with mankind in all ages. In Noah’s day Christ spoke to men through a human 
agency and preached to those who were in bondage to sin. He came to Israel 
enshrouded in a pillar of cloud by day and in a pillar of fire by night. He it was who 
educated that vast multitude in their wilderness wandering.... {TDG 278.4} 
 
When I see such poor people as in Rockhampton and Brisbane attempting to build, I 
feel like helping them all I can. The hall they meet in opens right upon the street, and 
is not a proper place for them. It does not suggest any sacredness. I had a special 
message for those at Rockhampton, and urged them to make decided reforms in and 
about their premises. I told them that they must all meet a higher standard. God 
called them to represent in their worship and in their life and character the great 
truths which they had received, which make men wise unto salvation. I bore a straight 
testimony against all slackness and all cheapness in conversation. The claims of the 
Word of God for their perfection unto holiness were presented. They wept all like 
children, confessed their defects, and sought the Lord most earnestly. The Lord 
blessed them. They are an intelligent people, but poverty has made some quite 
careless. {Lt28-1899.27} 
 
God designs that His people shall be a unit, that they shall see eye to eye and be of 
the same mind and of the same judgment. This cannot be accomplished without a 
clear, pointed, living testimony in the church. The prayer of Christ was that His 
disciples might be one as He was one with His Father. “Neither pray I for these alone, 
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but for them also which shall believe on Me through their word; that they all may be 
one; as Thou, Father, art in Me, and I in Thee, that they also may be one in Us: that 
the world may believe that Thou hast sent Me. And the glory which Thou gavest Me I 
have given them; that they may be one, even as We are one: I in them, and Thou in 
Me, that they may be made perfect in one; and that the world may know that Thou 
hast sent Me, and hast loved them, as Thou hast loved Me.” {3T 361.3} 
 
The Conflict Between Truth and Self-indulgence 
746. The facts relative to Korah and his company, who rebelled against Moses and 
Aaron, and against Jehovah, are recorded for a warning to God’s people, especially 
those who live upon the earth near the close of time. Satan has led persons to imitate 
the example of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram, in raising insurrection among the people 
of God. Those who permit themselves to rise in opposition to the plain testimony, 
become self-deceived, and have really thought that those upon whom God laid the 
burden of His work were exalted above the people of God, and that their counsels 
and reproofs were uncalled for. They have risen in opposition to the plain testimony 
which God would have them bear in rebuking the wrongs among God’s people. The 
testimonies borne against hurtful indulgences, as tea, coffee, snuff, and tobacco, have 
irritated a certain class, because it would destroy their idols. Many for a while were 
undecided whether to make an entire sacrifice of all these hurtful things, or reject the 
plain testimonies borne, and yield to the clamors of appetite. They occupied an 
unsettled position. There was a conflict between their convictions of truth and their 
self-indulgences. Their state of indecision made them weak, and with many, appetite 
prevailed. Their sense of sacred things was perverted by the use of these slow 
poisons; and they at length fully decided, let the consequence be what it might, they 
would not deny self. This fearful decision at once raised a wall of separation between 
them and those who were cleansing themselves, as God has commanded, from all 
filthiness of the flesh and of the spirit, and were perfecting holiness in the fear of the 
Lord. The straight testimonies borne were in their way, and caused them great 
uneasiness, and they found relief in warring against them, and striving to make 
themselves and others believe that they were untrue. They said the people were all 
right, but it was reproving testimonies which made the trouble. And when the 
rebellious unfurl their banner, all the disaffected rally around the standard, and all the 
spiritually defective, the lame, the halt, and the blind, unite their influence to scatter 
and sow discord.—Spiritual Gifts 4a:36, 37, 1864 {CD 428.2} 
 
The principles of health reform have been proclaimed by us as a people for thirty 
years. And yet there are among us ministers of the gospel and members of the church 
who have no respect for the light that God has given upon health reform. They eat as 
they please, and work as they please. God calls for a straight testimony to be given to 
those who claim to believe that we are living in the last days of this earth’s history. A 
line of distinction must be drawn between those who serve God, and those who serve 
him not. God calls upon his people to put away self-pleasing. When in body, soul, and 
spirit they will dedicate themselves to God, his power will be revealed in a remarkable 
manner. Here are men who are standing at the head of our various institutions, of the 
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educational interests, and of the Conferences in different localities and in different 
States. All these are to stand as representative men, to have a voice in molding and 
fashioning the plans that shall be carried out. There are to be more than one or two 
or three men to consider the whole vast field. The work is great, and there is no one 
human mind that can plan for the work which needs to be done. {GCB April 3, 1901, 
par. 27} 
 
Ministers of the present truth, while they bear a pointed testimony, reproving 
individual wrongs and seeking to tear away the idols from the camp of Israel, should 
manifest forbearance. They should preach the truth in its solemnity and importance, 
and if this finds its way to the heart, it will accomplish that for the receiver which 
nothing else can. But if the truth spoken in the demonstration of the Spirit, does not 
cut away the idols, it will be of no avail to denounce and bear down upon the 
individual. It may appear that some are joined to their idols, yet I saw that we should 
be very reluctant to give up the poor, deceived ones. We should ever bear in mind 
that we are all erring mortals, and that Christ exercises much pity for our weakness, 
and loves us although we err. If God should deal with us as we often deal with one 
another, we should be consumed. While ministers preach the plain, cutting truth, 
they must let the truth do the cutting and hewing, not do it themselves. They should 
lay the ax—the truths of God’s word—at the root of the tree, and something will be 
accomplished. Pour out the testimony just as straight as it is found in the word of 
God, with a heart full of the warming, quickening influence of his Spirit, all in 
tenderness, yearning for souls, and work among God’s people will be effectual.—
Testimonies for the Church 1:383. {GW92 90.2} 
 
By some there is shunning of the living testimony. Cutting truths must not be 
shunned. It needs something besides theory to reach hearts now. It needs the stirring 
testimony to alarm and arouse; that will stir the enemy’s subjects, and then honest 
souls will be led to decide for the truth. There has been and still is with some a 
disposition to have everything move on very smoothly. They see no necessity of 
straight testimony. {2SG 283.2} 
 
Sins exist in the church that God hates, but they are scarcely touched for fear of 
making enemies. Opposition has risen in the church to the plain testimony. Some will 
not bear it. They wish smooth things spoken unto them. And if the wrongs of 
individuals are touched, they complain of severity, and sympathize with those in the 
wrong. As Ahab inquired of Elijah, “Art thou he that troubleth Israel?” they are ready 
to look with suspicion and doubt upon those who bear the plain testimony, and like 
Ahab overlook the wrong which made it necessary for reproof and rebuke. When the 
church depart from God they despise the plain testimony, and complain of severity 
and harshness. It is a sad evidence of the lukewarm state of the church. {2SG 283.3} 
 
Just as long as God has a church, he will have those who will cry aloud and spare not, 
who will be his instruments to reprove selfishness and sins, and will not shun to 
declare the whole counsel of God, whether men will hear or forbear. I saw that 
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individuals would rise up against the plain testimonies. It does not suit their natural 
feelings. They would choose to have smooth things spoken unto them, and have 
peace cried in their ears. I view the church in a more dangerous condition than they 
ever have been. Experimental religion is known but by a few. The shaking must soon 
take place to purify the church. {2SG 284.1} 
 
Preachers should have no scruples to preach the truth as it is found in God’s word. Let 
the truth cut. I have been shown that why ministers have not more success is, they 
are afraid of hurting feelings, fearful of not being courteous, and they lower the 
standard of truth, and conceal if possible the peculiarity of our faith. I saw that God 
could not make such successful. The truth must be made pointed, and the necessity 
of a decision urged. And as false shepherds are crying, Peace, and are preaching 
smooth things, the servants of God must cry aloud, and spare not, and leave the 
result with God. {2SG 284.2} 
 
God’s servants must bear a pointed testimony. It will cut the natural heart, and 
develop character. Brn. _____ and _____ moved with a perfect restraint upon them 
while in _____. Such preaching will never do the work that God designs to have 
accomplished. There is enough scringing, and crippling, and wrapping up pointed 
truths, which rebuke sin by the ministers of the nominal churches. Unless souls 
embrace the message aright, and their hearts are prepared to receive it, they had 
better let it entirely alone. {2SG 300.2} 
 
Peter continues, “Ye men of Israel, hear these words; Jesus of Nazareth, a man 
approved of God among you by miracles and wonders and signs, which God did by 
him in the midst of you, as ye yourselves also know: Him, being delivered by the 
determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and by wicked hands 
have crucified and slain” [Verses 22, 23]. It took courage to bear this straight 
testimony. This courage and boldness in speaking the truth had come in answer to 
the united prayer of the disciples, while they had been together in the upper 
chamber. {1SAT 392.4-5} 
 
I saw that many souls will sink in darkness because of their covetousness. The plain, 
straight testimony must live in the church, or the curse of God will rest upon His 
people as surely as it did upon ancient Israel because of their sins. God holds His 
people, as a body, responsible for the sins existing in individuals among them. If the 
leaders of the church neglect to diligently search out the sins which bring the 
displeasure of God upon the body, they become responsible for these sins. But to deal 
with minds is the nicest work in which men ever engaged. All are not fitted to correct 
the erring. They have not wisdom to deal justly, while loving mercy. They are not 
inclined to see the necessity of mingling love and tender compassion with faithful 
reproofs. Some are ever needlessly severe, and do not feel the necessity of the 
injunction of the apostle: “And of some have compassion, making a difference: and 
others save with fear, pulling them out of the fire.” {3T 269.2} 
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There are many who do not have the discretion of Joshua and who have no special 
duty to search out wrongs and to deal promptly with the sins existing among them. 
Let not such hinder those who have the burden of this work upon them; let them not 
stand in the way of those who have this duty to do. Some make it a point to question 
and doubt and find fault because others do the work that God has not laid upon 
them. These stand directly in the way to hinder those upon whom God has laid the 
burden of reproving and correcting prevailing sins in order that His frown may be 
turned away from His people. Should a case like Achan’s be among us, there are many 
who would accuse those who might act the part of Joshua in searching out the wrong, 
of having a wicked, fault-finding spirit. God is not to be trifled with and His warnings 
disregarded with impunity by a perverse people. {3T 270.1} 
 
…He has been picking flaws in others, living on their mistakes; and this is spiritual 
starvation. Every revival is liable to bring persons into the church who are not really 
converted. They hold the truth nominally, but are not sanctified by its sweet 
influence. Being destitute of grace, they are selfish, hard, and unyielding. Such 
persons are always unreliable. They will ever be doing and saying things contrary to 
our faith. The church that has such a burden inflicted upon it deserves pity. The world 
is in opposition to the church, and Satan and his angels are constantly at war with it. 
Therefore the defects of these unworthy members are held up before those who are 
sound in the faith {5T 286.2} 
 
You who profess to love God, take Jesus with you wherever you go; and, like the 
patriarchs of old, erect an altar to the Lord wherever you pitch your tent. A 
reformation in this respect is needed, a reformation that shall be deep and broad. 
Parents need to reform; ministers need to reform. They need God in their 
households. They need to build the waste places of Zion, to set up her gates and make 
strong her walls for a defense of the people. {5T 320.3} 
 
As a people we profess to be reformers, to be light bearers in the world, to be faithful 
sentinels for God, guarding every avenue whereby Satan could come in with his 
temptations to pervert the appetite. Our example and influence must be a power on 
the side of reform. We must abstain from any practice which will blunt the conscience 
or encourage temptation. We must open no door that will give Satan access to the 
mind of one human being formed in the image of God. If all would be vigilant and 
faithful in guarding the little openings made by the moderate use of the so-called 
harmless wine and cider, the highway to drunkenness would be closed up. What is 
needed in every community is firm purpose, and a will to touch not, taste not, handle 
not; then the temperance reformation will be strong, permanent, and thorough. {5T 
360.1} 
 
Confession will not be acceptable to God without sincere repentance and 
reformation. There must be decided changes in the life; everything offensive to God 
must be put away. This will be the result of genuine sorrow for sin. Says Paul, 
speaking of the work of repentance: “Ye sorrowed after a godly sort, what carefulness 
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it wrought in you, yea, what clearing of yourselves, yea, what indignation, yea, what 
fear, yea, what vehement desire, yea, what zeal, yea, what revenge! In all things ye 
have approved yourselves to be clear in this matter.” {5T 640.2} 
 
Oh, that my brethren would be men according to God’s estimate of men, and take 
their places in the great web of humanity, realizing that they are a part of God’s great 
whole in creation, in redemption! Only be men, and then you make a decided 
advance in being Christians. The means is provided, and no one will have any excuse 
for sin. If you fail of overcoming, there are reasons for this. Ye will not obey God’s 
revealed will; ye will not pray; ye will not strive; ye will not fight evil habits and unholy 
thoughts. Are ye stronger than God? Can ye, dare ye, contend with the Eternal? If you 
are not proof against God’s judgments, proof against His vengeance, then go on no 
longer in your own evil ways. Arise and make a stand against Satan. Be doing 
something, and do it now. Repent now, confess, forsake. A day of fire and storm is 
about to burst on our world. Conform your life to the simple prescriptions of the word 
of God. Seek the aid of God’s Spirit by prayer, by watching thereunto, and ye will 
come off more than conquerors through Him who hath loved us. Read 1 John 4:10. 
{TM 455.2-3} 
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Why People Reject the Plain Pointed Testimony 
 
The history of the Israelites presents before us the great danger of deception. Many 
do not have a sense of the sinfulness of their own natures nor of the grace of 
forgiveness. They are in nature’s darkness, subject to temptations and to great 
deception. They are far from God; yet they take great satisfaction in their lives, when 
their conduct is abhorred of God. This class will ever be at war with the leadings of 
the Spirit of God, especially with reproof. They do not wish to be disturbed. 
Occasionally they have selfish fears and good purposes, and sometimes anxious 
thoughts and convictions; but they have not a depth of experience, because they are 
not riveted to the eternal Rock. This class never see the necessity of the plain 
testimony. Sin does not appear so exceedingly sinful to them for the very reason that 
they are not walking in the light as Christ is in the light. There is still another class who 
have had great light and special conviction, and a genuine experience in the workings 
of the Spirit of God; but the manifold temptations of Satan have overcome them. 
They do not appreciate the light that God has given them. They do not heed the 
warnings and reproofs from the Spirit of God. They are under condemnation. These 
will ever be at variance with the straight testimony because it condemns them. {3T 
361.1-2} 
 
I was shown that there were those in the church who were ever ready to sympathize 
with the wrong and shrink from the straight testimony, fearing it will drive off some 
that might otherwise remain in the ranks of Sabbathkeepers. I saw that there had 
been many unconsecrated ones in the church at Monterey. Their hearts were 
unsanctified, unsubdued. God’s frown was upon them, and after being often 
reproved, if they do not reform, they should be cut off from Israel. Brother J’s family 
are too ready to sympathize with their children, and however crooked are unwilling 
for the church to take action in their case. But this is wrong. God will have only those 
in the church who are earnestly striving to be right. Opportunity is given to develop 
character, and if members of the family develop a character unworthy [of] the 
Christian name, they have no right to the privileges of the house of God. False 
sympathy must die. It commenced in heaven at the fall of Satan, and has existed ever 
since. This sympathy has blunted the straight testimony. It pleases Satan well. {15MR 
335.1-3} 
 
Brother Frisbie, while you lack spirituality so much it is no advantage to the churches 
for you to labor among them. You are in a cold, lukewarm state. You lack ambition 
and energy. You disappoint the people of God wherever you go. They expect you to 
come and help them, but you leave them lower than you find them. You shun the 
straight testimony. You lack moral courage to lay your hand decidedly upon wrong 
and reprove, rebuke, and exhort. Your habits are careless and neglectful about your 
home, in your temporal affairs, and you manifest the same disposition in spiritual 
matters. {Lt33-1861.6} 
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In many cases the Testimonies are fully received, the sin and indulgence broken off, 
and reformation at once commences in harmony with the light God has given. In 
other instances sinful indulgences are cherished, the Testimonies are rejected, and 
many excuses which are untrue are offered to others as the reason for refusing to 
receive them. The true reason is not given. It is a lack of moral courage—a will, 
strengthened and controlled by the Spirit of God, to renounce hurtful habits. {4T 32.1} 
 
I wish to present some things before you that you may not thoroughly understand. 
Testimony Number Six is before me. Please read particularly the last paragraph on the 
eighth page and the first on the ninth page. In the first paragraph referred to, I will 
quote: “You have not been in harmony with the straight testimony. You have 
shunned to lay your hand decidedly upon wrong, and have been tried with those 
who have felt compelled to do so. Disaffected ones have had your sympathy which 
has had a tendency to make you a weak man.” {Lt15-1862.10} 
 
This lack which was shown me does not refer to your laboring in the desk, your public 
labors. You are quite pointed in the pulpit. Your lack is in your labors out of the desk, 
to reprove individual wrong. Prejudice affects you and influences your labors out of 
the desk. You do not understand circumstances and character, and receive reports of 
some and censure those you should not—those whom you should be in union with, 
who could help you, often where you lack, [and] upon whose judgment you could 
rely—and you build up those who need to be torn down and who deserve severe 
censure. You are not aware that you lack judgment, and are very set and willful in 
your own opinions. You think that you know best, that your preaching brethren are 
not right and that they lack judgment, when the wrong and lack of judgment are in 
yourself. {Lt15-1862.11} 
 
I was shown the case of Brother Merrill, that he had not realized the danger he has 
been in. I saw that the Cranmer party were a faction, a company like Dathan, Korah, 
and Abiram, who rebelled. They would not bear the straight testimony borne against 
wrongs and sin and poisonous indulgences and, like the ancient rebels, exclaimed, “Ye 
take too much upon yourself, seeing the congregation is holy, every one of them.” 
[Numbers 16:3.] {Ms10-1862.2} 
 
Calumny and reproach will be the recompense of those who stand for the truth as it 
is in Jesus. “All that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution” (2 Timothy 
3:12). Those who bear a plain testimony against sin will as surely be hated as was 
the Master who gave them this work to do in His name. Like Christ, they will be 
called the enemies of the church and of religion, and the more earnest and true their 
efforts to honor God, the more bitter will be the enmity of the ungodly and 
hypocritical. But we should not be discouraged when thus treated. {1SM 73.1} 
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Satan’s Strategies to Defeat the Seventh-day Adventist Church 
 

Satan gathered the fallen angels together to devise some way of doing the most possible 
evil to the human family. One proposition after another was made, till finally Satan himself 
thought of a plan. He would take the fruit of the vine, also wheat, and other things given by 
God as food, and would convert them into poisons, which would ruin man’s physical, 
mental, and moral powers, and so overcome the senses that Satan should have full control. 
Under the influence of liquor, men would be led to commit crimes of all kinds. Through 
perverted appetite the world would be made corrupt. By leading men to drink alcohol, 
Satan would cause them to descend lower and lower in the scale. {Te 12.2} 
 
The Secret of the Enemy’s Strategy—Intemperance of any kind benumbs the perceptive 
organs and so weakens the brain-nerve power that eternal things are not appreciated, but 
placed upon a level with the common. The higher powers of the mind, designed for 
elevated purposes, are brought into slavery to the baser passions. If our physical habits are 
not right, our mental and moral powers cannot be strong; for great sympathy exists 
between the physical and the moral.—Testimonies for the Church 3:50, 51. {Te 12.4} 
 
The brain nerves which communicate with the entire system are the only medium through 
which Heaven can communicate to man and affect his inmost life. Whatever disturbs the 
circulation of the electric currents in the nervous system lessens the strength of the vital 
powers, and the result is a deadening of the sensibilities of the mind.—Testimonies for the 
Church 2:347. {Te 13.1} 
 
Satan is constantly on the alert to bring the race fully under his control. His strongest hold 
on man is through the appetite, and this he seeks to stimulate in every possible way.—
Counsels on Diet and Foods, 150. {Te 13.2} 
 
Satan comes to man, as he came to Christ, with his overpowering temptations to indulge 
appetite. He well knows his power to overcome man upon this point. He overcame Adam 
and Eve in Eden upon appetite, and they lost their blissful home. What accumulated misery 
and crime have filled our world in consequence of the fall of Adam. Entire cities have been 
blotted from the face of the earth because of the debasing crimes and revolting iniquity 
that made them a blot upon the universe. Indulgence of appetite was the foundation of 
all their sins. {Te 14.1} 
 
Through appetite, Satan controlled the mind and being. Thousands who might have lived, 
have prematurely passed into their graves, physical, mental, and moral wrecks. They had 
good powers, but they sacrificed all to indulgence of appetite, which led them to lay the 
reins upon the neck of lust.—Testimonies for the Church 3:561, 562. {Te 14.2} 
 
The reason why the churches are weak and sickly and ready to die, is that the enemy has 
brought influences of a discouraging nature to bear upon trembling souls. He has sought 
to shut Jesus from their view as the Comforter, as one who reproves, who warns, who 
admonishes them, saying, “This is the way, walk ye in it.” … {RH August 26, 1890, par. 10} 
SEE: John 16:7-11 
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As the people of God approach the perils of the last days, Satan holds earnest consultation 
with his angels as to the most successful plan of overthrowing their faith. He sees that the 
popular churches are already lulled to sleep by his deceptive power. By pleasing sophistry 
and lying wonders he can continue to hold them under his control. Therefore he directs his 
angels to lay their snares especially for those who are looking for the second advent of 
Christ, and endeavoring to keep all the commandments of God. {4SP 337.1} 
 
Says the great deceiver: “We must watch those who are calling the attention of the people 
to the Sabbath of Jehovah; they will lead many to see the claims of the law of God; and the 
same light which reveals the true Sabbath, reveals also the ministration of Christ in the 
heavenly sanctuary, and shows that the last work for man’s salvation is now going forward. 
Hold the minds of the people in darkness till that work is ended, and we shall secure the 
world and the church also. {4SP 337.2} 
 
“The Sabbath is the great question which is to decide the destiny of souls. We must exalt 
the Sabbath of our creating. We have caused it to be accepted by both worldlings and 
church-members; now the church must be led to unite with the world in its support. We 
must work by signs and wonders to blind their eyes to the truth, and lead them to lay 
aside reason and the fear of God, and follow custom and tradition. {4SP 337.3} 
 
“I will influence popular ministers to turn the attention of their hearers from the 
commandments of God. That which the Scriptures declare to be a perfect law of liberty 
shall be represented as a yoke of bondage. The people accept their ministers’ explanations 
of Scripture, and do not investigate for themselves. Therefore by working through the 
ministers, I can control the people according to my will. {4SP 338.1} 
 
“But our principal concern is to silence this sect of Sabbath-keepers. We must excite 
popular indignation against them. We will enlist great men and worldly-wise men upon 
our side, and induce those in authority to carry out our purposes. Then the Sabbath which I 
have set up shall be enforced by laws the most severe and exacting. Those who disregard 
them shall be driven out from the cities and villages, and made to suffer hunger and 
privation. When once we have the power, we will show that we can do with those who will 
not swerve from their allegiance to God. We led the Romish Church to inflict 
imprisonment, torture, and death upon those who refused to yield to her decrees, and 
now that we are bringing the Protestant churches and the world into harmony with this 
right arm of our strength, we will finally have a law to exterminate all who will not submit 
to our authority. When death shall be made the penalty of violating our Sabbath, then 
many who are now ranked with commandment-keepers will come over to our side. {4SP 
338.2} 
 
“But before proceeding to these extreme measures, we must exert all our wisdom and 
subtlety to deceive and ensnare those who honor the true Sabbath. We can separate 
many from Christ by worldliness, lust, and pride. They may think themselves safe because 
they believe the truth, but indulgence of appetite or the lower passions, which will 
confuse judgment and destroy discrimination, will cause their fall. “Go, make the 
possessors of lands and money drunk with the cares of this life. Present the world before 
them in its most attractive light, that they may lay up their treasure here, and fix their 
affections upon earthly things. We must do our utmost to prevent those who labor in 
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God’s cause from obtaining means to use against us. Keep the money in our own ranks. 
The more means they obtain, the more they will injure our kingdom by taking from us our 
subjects. Make them care more for money than for the upbuilding of Christ’s kingdom 
and the spread of the truths we hate, and we need not fear their influence; for we know 
that every selfish, covetous person will fall under our power, and will finally be separated 
from God’s people. “Through those that have a form of godliness but know not the power, 
we can gain many who would otherwise do us great harm. Lovers of pleasure more than 
lovers of God will be our most effective helpers. Those of this class who are apt and 
intelligent will serve as decoys to draw others into our snares. Many will not fear their 
influence, because they profess the same faith. We will thus lead them to conclude that 
the requirements of Christ are less strict than they once believed, and that by conformity 
to the world they would exert a greater influence with worldlings. Thus they will separate 
from Christ; then they will have no strength to resist our power, and erelong they will be 
ready to ridicule their former zeal and devotion. {4SP 339.1-3} 
 
“Until the great decisive blow shall be struck, our efforts against commandment-keepers 
must be untiring. We must be present at all their gatherings. In their large meetings 
especially our cause will suffer much, and we must exercise great vigilance, and employ all 
our seductive arts to prevent souls from hearing the truth and becoming impressed by it.  
“I will have upon the ground, as my agents, men holding false doctrines mingled with just 
enough truth to deceive souls. I will also have unbelieving ones present, who will express 
doubts in regard to the Lord’s messages of warning to his church. Should the people read 
and believe these admonitions, we could have little hope of overcoming them. But if we 
can divert their attention from these warnings, they will remain ignorant of our power 
and cunning, and we shall secure them in our ranks at last. God will not permit his words 
to be slighted with impunity. If we can keep souls deceived for a time, God’s mercy will be 
withdrawn, and he will give them up to our full control. {4SP 340.1-2} 
 
“We must cause distraction and division. We must destroy their anxiety for their own 
souls, and lead them to criticise, to judge, and to accuse and condemn one another, and 
to cherish selfishness and enmity. For these sins, God banished us from his presence; and 
all who follow our example will meet a similar fate.” {4SP 340.3} 
 
The Scriptures declare that upon one occasion, when the angels of God came to present 
themselves before the Lord, Satan came also among them, not to bow before the Eternal 
King, but to further his own malicious designs against the righteous. With the same object 
he is in attendance when men assemble for the worship of God. Though hidden from sight, 
he is working with all diligence to control the minds of the worshipers. Like a skillful 
general, he lays his plans beforehand. As he sees the messenger of God searching the 
Scriptures, he takes note of the subject to be presented to the people. Then he employs all 
his cunning and shrewdness to so control circumstances that the message may not reach 
those whom he is deceiving on that very point. The one who most needs the warning will 
be urged into some business transaction which requires his presence, or will by some other 
means be prevented from hearing the words that might prove to him a savor of life unto 
life. {4SP 341.1} 
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Again, Satan sees the Lord’s servants burdened because of the spiritual darkness that 
enshrouds the people. He hears their earnest prayers for divine grace and power to break 
the spell of indifference, carelessness, and indolence. Then with renewed zeal he plies his 
arts. He {SATAN} tempts men to the indulgence of appetite or to some other form of self-
gratification, and thus benumbs their sensibilities, so that they fail to hear the very things 
which they most need to learn. {4SP 341.2} 
 
Satan well knows that all whom he can lead to neglect prayer and the searching of the 
Scriptures will be overcome by his attacks. Therefore he invents every possible device to 
engross the mind. There has ever been a class professing godliness who, instead of 
following on to know the truth, make it their religion to seek some fault of character or 
error of faith in those with whom they do not agree. Such are Satan’s right-hand helpers. 
Accusers of the brethren are not few; and they are always active when God is at work, and 
his servants are rendering him true homage. They will put a false coloring upon the words 
and acts of those who love and obey the truth. They will represent the most earnest, 
zealous, self-denying servants of Christ as deceived or deceivers. It is their work to 
misrepresent the motives of every true and noble deed, to circulate insinuations, and 
arouse suspicion in the minds of the inexperienced. In every conceivable manner they will 
seek to cause that which is pure and righteous to be regarded as foul and deceptive. And 
in this work the agents of Satan have their master and his angels to help them. {4SP 341.3} 
 
But none need be deceived concerning them. It may be readily seen whose children they 
are, whose example they follow, and whose work they do. “Ye shall know them by their 
fruits.” [Matthew 7:16.] They closely resemble Satan, the envenomed slanderer, the 
accuser of the brethren. {4SP 342.1} 
 
It is Satan’s plan to bring into the church insincere, unregenerate elements that will 
encourage doubt and unbelief, and hinder all who desire to see the work of God advance, 
and to advance with it. Many who have no real faith in God or in his word, assent to some 
principles of truth, and pass as Christians; and thus they are enabled to introduce their 
errors as scriptural doctrines. {4SP 342.2} 
 
What was the origin of the great apostasy? How did the church first depart from the 
simplicity of the gospel? By conforming to the practices of paganism, to facilitate the 
acceptance of Christianity by the heathen. The apostle Paul declared, even in his day, “The 
mystery of iniquity doth already work.” 2 Thessalonians 2:7. During the lives of the 
apostles the church remained comparatively pure. But “toward the latter end of the 
second century most of the churches assumed a new form; the first simplicity disappeared, 
and insensibly, as the old disciples retired to their graves, their children, along with new 
converts, ... came forward and new-modeled the cause.”—Robert Robinson, Ecclesiastical 
Researches, ch. 6, par. 17, p. 51. To secure converts, the exalted standard of the Christian 
faith was lowered, and as the result “a pagan flood, flowing into the church, carried with it 
its customs, practices, and idols.”—Gavazzi, Lectures, page 278. As the Christian religion 
secured the favor and support of secular rulers, it was nominally accepted by multitudes; 
but while in appearance Christians, many “remained in substance pagans, especially 
worshiping in secret their idols.”—Ibid., page 278. {GC 384.5} 
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The position that it is of no consequence what men believe, is one of Satan’s most 
successful deceptions. He knows that the truth, received in the love of it, sanctifies the 
soul of the receiver; therefore he is constantly seeking to substitute false theories, fables, 
another gospel. From the beginning, the servants of God have contended against false 
teachers, not merely as vicious men, but as inculcators of falsehoods that were fatal to the 
soul. Elijah, Jeremiah, Paul, firmly and fearlessly opposed those who were turning men 
from the word of God. That liberality which regards a correct religious faith as 
unimportant, found no favor with these holy defenders of the truth. {4SP 343.1} 
 
The vague and fanciful interpretations of Scripture, and the many conflicting theories 
concerning religious faith, that are found in the Christian world, are the work of our great 
adversary to so confuse minds that they shall not discern the truth. And the discord and 
division which exists among the churches of Christendom is in a great measure due to the 
prevailing custom of wresting the Scriptures to support a favorite theory. Instead of 
carefully studying God’s word with humility of heart to obtain a knowledge of his will, 
many seek only to discover something odd or original. In order to sustain erroneous 
doctrines or unchristian practices, they seize upon passages of Scripture separated from 
the context, perhaps quoting half of a single verse as proving their point, when the 
remaining portion would show the meaning to be quite the opposite. With the cunning of 
the serpent, they entrench themselves behind disconnected utterances construed to suit 
their carnal desires. Thus do many willfully pervert the word of God. Others, who have an 
active imagination, seize upon the figures and symbols of Holy Writ, interpret to suit their 
fancy, with little regard to the testimony of Scripture as its own interpreter, and then 
they present their vagaries as the teachings of God’s word. {4SP 343.2-3} 
 
Whenever the study of the Scriptures is entered upon without a prayerful, humble, 
teachable spirit, the plainest and simplest as well as the most difficult passages will be 
wrested from their true meaning. The papal leaders select such portions of Scripture as 
best serve their purpose, interpret to suit themselves, and then present these to the 
people, while they deny them the privilege of studying the Bible, and understanding its 
sacred truths for themselves. Unless the whole Bible is given to the people just as it reads, 
it would be better for them not to have it at all. The Bible was designed to be a guide to all 
who wish to become acquainted with the will of their Maker. God gave to men the sure 
word of prophecy; angels and even Christ himself came to make known to Daniel and John 
the things that must shortly come to pass. Those important matters that concern our 
salvation were not left involved in mystery. They were not revealed in such a way as to 
perplex and mislead the honest seeker after truth. Said the Lord by the prophet Habakkuk, 
“Write the vision, and make it plain upon tables, that he may run that readeth it.” 
[Habakkuk 2:2, 3.] The word of God is plain to all who study it with a prayerful heart. Every 
truly honest soul will come to the light of truth. “Light is sown for the righteous.” [Psalm 
97:11.] No church can advance in holiness unless its members are earnestly seeking for 
truth as for hid treasure. {4SP 344.1-2} 
 
By the cry of liberality, men are blinded to the devices of their adversary, while he is all 
the time working steadily for the accomplishment of his object. As he succeeds in 
supplanting the word of truth by human speculations, the law of God is set aside, and the 
churches are under the bondage of sin while they claim to be free. To many, scientific 
research has become a curse; their finite minds are so weak that they lose their balance. 
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They cannot harmonize their views of science with Scripture statements, and they think 
that the Bible is to be tested by their standard of “science falsely so called.” Thus they err 
from the faith, and are seduced by the devil. Men have endeavored to be wiser than their 
Creator; human philosophy has attempted to search out and explain mysteries which will 
never be revealed, through the eternal ages. If men would but search and understand 
what God has made known of himself and his purposes, they would obtain such a view of 
the glory, majesty, and power of Jehovah, that they would realize their own littleness, and 
would be content with that which has been revealed for themselves and their children. 
{4SP 345.1-2} 
 
It is a masterpiece of Satan’s deceptions to keep the minds of men searching and 
conjecturing in regard to that which God has not made known, and which he does not 
intend that we shall understand. It was thus that Lucifer himself was cast out of Heaven. 
He became dissatisfied because all the secrets of God’s purposes were not confided to 
him, and he entirely disregarded that which was revealed concerning his own work in the 
lofty position assigned him. By arousing the same discontent in the angels under his 
command, he caused their fall. Now he seeks to imbue the minds of men with the same 
spirit, and to lead them also to disregard the direct commands of God. {4SP 345.3} 
 
Those who are unwilling to accept the plain, cutting truths of the Bible, are continually 
seeking for pleasing fables that will quiet their consciences. The less spiritual, self-
denying, and humiliating the doctrines presented, the greater the favor with which they 
are received. These persons degrade the intellectual powers to serve their carnal desires. 
Too wise in their own conceit to search the word of God with contrition of soul and earnest 
prayer for divine guidance, they have no shield from delusion. Satan is ready to supply the 
heart’s desire, and he palms off his deceptions in the place of truth. It was thus that the 
papacy gained its power over the minds of men; and by rejection of the truth because it 
involves a cross, Protestants are following the same path. All who neglect the word of God 
to study convenience and policy, that they may not be at variance with the world, will be 
left to receive damnable heresy for religious truth. The apostle Paul speaks of a class who 
“received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved.” He says of these, “For this 
cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie, that they all 
might be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness.” [2 
Thessalonians 2:10-12.] With such a warning before us, it behooves us to be on our guard 
as to what doctrines we receive. {4SP 346.1} 
 
Those who are controlled by policy rather than by principle are not to be trusted. They 
will pervert the truth, conceal facts, and construe the words of others to mean that 
which was never intended. They will employ flattering words, while the poison of asps is 
under their tongue. He who does not earnestly seek the divine guidance will be deceived 
by their smooth words and their artful plans. There are many who would scorn the 
appellation of policy men, yet who will stoop to concealment, evasion, and even 
misrepresentation, to accomplish their purposes. He who, in a matter of right and wrong, 
remains noncommittal that he may retain the friendship of all; he who seeks to secure by 
evasion of truth what should be won by courage; he who waits for others to take the lead, 
when he should go forward himself, and then feels at liberty to censure their course,—all 
these are in God’s sight numbered as deceivers. {ST August 4, 1881, par. 7-8} 
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Principle, right, honesty, should ever be cherished. Honesty will not tarry where policy is 
harbored. They will never agree; one is of Baal, the other of God. The Master requires His 
servants to be honorable in motive and action. All greed and avarice must be overcome. 
Those who choose honesty as their companion will embody it in all their acts. To a large 
class, these men are not pleasing, but to God they are beautiful. {4T 607.1} 
 
Every conceivable form of error will be accepted by those who willfully reject the truth. 
Satan has different deceptions prepared to reach different minds; and some who look with 
horror upon one deception will readily receive another. Among the most successful 
agencies of the great deceiver are the delusive doctrines and lying wonders of 
Spiritualism. Disguised as an angel of light, he spreads his nets where least suspected. If 
men would but study the word of God with earnest prayer that they might understand its 
teachings, they would not be left in darkness to receive false doctrines. But as they reject 
the truth, they fall a prey to these deceptions. {4SP 347.1-2} 
 
Another dangerous heresy is the doctrine that denies the divinity of Christ. Men who 
have no experimental knowledge of Jesus, will yet assume an appearance of great wisdom, 
as though their judgment were beyond question, and boldly declare that the Son of God 
had no existence prior to his first advent to this world. This position directly contradicts 
the plainest statements of our Saviour concerning himself; yet it is received with favor by a 
large class who claim to believe the Scriptures. With such persons it is folly to argue. No 
argument, however conclusive, will convince those who reject the direct testimony of the 
Son of God. “The natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God; for they are 
foolishness unto him; neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.” 
[1 Corinthians 2:14.] Those who persistently cling to such errors, give evidence of their own 
ignorance of God and of his Son. {4SP 347.3} 
 
Still another subtle and mischievous error is the fast-spreading belief that Satan has no 
existence as a personal being; that the name is used in Scripture merely to represent 
men’s evil thoughts and desires. The teaching so widely echoed from popular pulpits, that 
the second advent of Christ is his coming to each individual at death, is a device to divert 
the minds of men from his personal coming in the clouds of heaven. For years Satan has 
thus been saying, “Behold, he is in the secret chambers;” and many souls have been lost by 
accepting this deception. {4SP 348.1-2} 
 
Again, worldly wisdom teaches that prayer is not essential. Men of science claim that 
there can be no real answer to prayer; that this would be a violation of law, a miracle, and 
that miracles have no existence. The universe, say they, is governed by fixed laws, and 
God himself does nothing contrary to these laws. Thus they represent God as bound by 
his own laws; as if the operation of divine laws could exclude divine freedom. Such 
teaching is opposed to the testimony of the Scriptures. Were not miracles wrought by 
Christ and his apostles? The same compassionate Saviour lives today, and he is as willing to 
listen to the prayer of faith as when he walked visibly among men. The natural co-operates 
with the supernatural. It is a part of God’s plan to grant us, in answer to the prayer of faith, 
that which he would not bestow, did we not thus ask. Innumerable are the erroneous 
doctrines and fanciful ideas that are obtaining among the churches of Christendom. It is 
impossible to estimate the evil results of removing one of the landmarks fixed by the word 
of God. Few who venture to do this, stop with the rejection of a single truth. The majority 
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continue to set aside one after another of its principles, until they become actual infidels. 
{4SP 348.3-4} 
 
And this is the object which Satan seeks to accomplish. There is nothing that he desires 
more than to destroy confidence in God and in his word. Satan stands at the head of the 
great army of doubters, and he works to the utmost of his power to beguile souls into his 
ranks. It is becoming fashionable to doubt. There are many who seem to feel that it is a 
virtue to stand on the side of unbelief, skepticism, and infidelity. But underneath an 
appearance of candor and humility, it will be found that such persons are actuated by self-
confidence and pride. It is a terrible thing to lose faith in God or in his word. Unbelief 
strengthens as it is encouraged. There is danger in even once giving expression to doubt; a 
seed is sown which produces a harvest of its kind. Satan will nourish the crop every 
moment. Those who allow themselves to talk of their doubts will find them constantly 
becoming more confirmed. God will never remove every occasion for doubt. He will never 
work a miracle to remove unbelief when he has given sufficient evidence for faith. {4SP 
349.1} 
 
God looks with displeasure upon the self-sufficient and the unbelieving, who are ever 
doubting his promises and distrusting the assurance of his grace. They are unproductive 
trees that spread their dark branches far and wide, shutting away the sunlight from other 
plants, and causing them to droop and die under the chilling shadow. The life-work of 
these persons will appear as a never-ceasing witness against them. They are sowing seeds 
of doubt and skepticism that will yield an unfailing harvest. {4SP 349.2} 
 
The followers of Christ know little of the plots which Satan and his hosts are forming 
against them. But He who sitteth in the heavens will overrule all these devices for the 
accomplishment of his deep designs. The Lord permits his people to be subjected to the 
fiery ordeal of temptation, not because he takes pleasure in their distress and affliction, 
but because this process is essential to their final victory. He could not, consistently with 
his own glory, shield them from temptation; for the very object of the trial is to prepare 
them to resist all the allurements of evil. {4SP 350.1} 
 
Satan is well aware that the weakest soul who abides in Christ is more than a match for the 
hosts of darkness, and that, should he reveal himself openly, he would be met and 
resisted. Therefore he seeks to draw away the soldiers of the cross from their strong 
fortification, while he lies in ambush with his forces, ready to destroy all who venture 
upon his ground. No man is safe for a day or an hour without prayer. Especially should 
we entreat the Lord for wisdom to understand his word. Satan is an expert in quoting 
Scripture, placing his own interpretation upon passages by which he hopes to cause us to 
stumble. We should study the Bible with humility of heart, never losing sight of our 
dependence upon God. While we must constantly guard against the devices of Satan, we 
should pray in faith continually, “Lead us not into temptation.” {4SP 350.2} 
 
He is seeking to overcome men today, as he overcame our first parents, by shaking their 
confidence in their Creator, and leading them to doubt the wisdom of his government 
and the justice of his laws. Satan and his emissaries represent God as even worse than 
themselves, in order to excuse their own malignity and rebellion. The great deceiver 
endeavors to shift his own horrible cruelty of character upon our heavenly Father, that he 
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may cause himself to appear as one greatly wronged because he will not submit to so 
unjust a governor. He presents before the world the liberty which they may enjoy under 
his mild sway, in contrast with the bondage imposed by the stern decrees of Jehovah. 
Thus he succeeds in luring souls away from their allegiance to God. {4SP 354.3} 

 
…Those who do not think that God requires them to watch and pray unceasingly, 
striving against every imperfection, are deluded by the enemy…How many there are 
who retain wrong habits because they think they cannot overcome them. They do not 
make determined efforts to overcome… {RH June 11, 1901, par. 13-14} 
 
When the mind dwells upon self, it is turned away from Christ, the source of strength 
and life. Hence it is Satan's constant effort to keep the attention diverted from the 
Saviour and thus prevent the union and communion of the soul with Christ. The 
pleasures of the world, life's cares and perplexities and sorrows, the faults of 
others, or your own faults and imperfections—to any or all of these he will seek to 
divert the mind. Do not be misled by his devices. Many who are really conscientious, 
and who desire to live for God, he too often leads to dwell upon their own faults and 
weaknesses, and thus by separating them from Christ he hopes to  gain the victory. 
We should not make self the center and indulge anxiety and fear as to whether we 
shall be saved. All this turns the soul away from the Source of our strength. Commit 
the keeping of your soul to God, and trust in Him. Talk and think of Jesus. Let self be 
lost in Him. Put away all doubt; dismiss your fears. Say with the apostle Paul, “I live; 
yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the 
faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave Himself for me.” Galatians 2:20. Rest 
in God. He is able to keep that which you have committed to Him. If you will leave 
yourself in His hands, He will bring you off more than conqueror through Him that has 
loved you. {SC 71.2} 

 
Keep the following always in mind… 

 
Every Christian is a standard-bearer of righteous principles. Let there be no lowering of the 
standard, no countenancing of wrong movements. It was while men slept that the enemy 
sowed tares among the wheat. It is the unwatchful, sleeping condition of God’s servants 
that implicates them with their associates in guilt. The only way to escape being an 
unfaithful watchman is to watch and not allow to continue the evils that can be checked. 
To sustain by silence a work that God cannot approve is to abet Satan’s work, and this 
results in the loss of souls. No one should be at ease until he has done all that it is possible 
for him to do to counterwork evil. {16MR 3.2} 
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How to Combat the False Reform Movement 

 
The enemy of souls has sought to bring in the supposition that a great reformation was to 
take place among Seventh-day Adventists, and that this reformation would consist in 
giving up the doctrines which stand as the pillars of our faith, and engaging in a process of 
reorganization. Were this reformation to take place, what would result? The principles of 
truth that God in His wisdom has given to the remnant church, would be discarded. Our 
religion would be changed. The fundamental principles that have sustained the work for 
the last fifty years would be accounted as error. A new organization would be established. 
Books of a new order would be written. A system of intellectual philosophy would be 
introduced. The founders of this system would go into the cities, and do a wonderful 
work. The Sabbath of course, would be lightly regarded, as also the God who created it. 
Nothing would be allowed to stand in the way of the new movement. The leaders would 
teach that virtue is better than vice, but God being removed, they would place their 
dependence on human power, which, without God, is worthless. Their foundation would 
be built on the sand, and storm and tempest would sweep away the structure. {1SM 204.2} 
 
Satan’s chief work is at the headquarters of our faith. He spares no pains to corrupt men 
in responsible positions and to persuade them to be unfaithful to their several trusts. He 
insinuates his suspicions and jealousies into the minds of those whose business it is to do 
God’s work faithfully. While God is testing and proving these helpers, and fitting them for 
their posts, Satan is doing his utmost to deceive and allure them, that they may not only be 
destroyed themselves, but may influence others to do wrong and to injure the great work. 
He seeks by all the means in his power to shake the confidence of God’s people in the 
voice of warning and reproof through which God designs to purify the church and 
prosper His cause. It is Satan’s plan to weaken the faith of God’s people in the 
Testimonies. Next follows skepticism in regard to the vital points of our faith, the pillars of 
our position, then doubt as to the Holy Scriptures, and then the downward march to 
perdition. When the Testimonies, which were once believed, are doubted and given up, 
Satan knows the deceived ones will not stop at this; and he redoubles his efforts till he 
launches them into open rebellion, which becomes incurable and ends in destruction. {4T 
210.5-211.1}  

 
Who has authority to begin such a movement? We have our Bibles. We have our 
experience, attested to by the miraculous working of the Holy Spirit. We have a truth that 
admits of no compromise. Shall we not repudiate everything that is not in harmony with 
this truth? I hesitated and delayed about the sending out of that which the Spirit of the 
Lord impelled me to write. I did not want to be compelled to present the misleading 
influence of these sophistries. But in the providence of God, the errors that have been 
coming in must be met. {1SM 205.1-2} 
 
The follower of Christ will meet with the “enticing words” against which the apostle 
warned the Colossian believers. He will meet with spiritualistic interpretations of the 
Scriptures, but he is not to accept them. His voice is to be heard in clear affirmation of the 
eternal truths of the Scriptures. Keeping his eyes fixed on Christ, he is to move steadily 
forward in the path marked out, discarding all ideas that are not in harmony with His 
teaching. The truth of God is to be the subject for his contemplation and meditation. He is 
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to regard the Bible as the voice of God speaking directly to him. Thus he will find the 
wisdom which is divine. {AA 474.2} 
 
Let every church-member depend on the strong arm that never fails. My brethren and 
sisters, lean your whole weight on Christ. Build your house on the sure foundation. Go 
forth in the power of the grace of God, quickened and sanctified, inspired with zeal by a 
study of His precepts and promises. Go forth as heralds of the Gospel. Enter into no 
controversy. We have a Leader to whom has been promised all power,—power against 
which the energies of earth and hell can not prevail. Remember that the best way to 
combat error is to present truth. Hold forth the word of life. Do not dwell on the 
objections advanced by those who oppose the truth. Speak the truth in simplicity. Let no 
word be spoken that will wound and bruise hearts. “It is written,”—the Word of the living 
God,—this is your weapon. This Word is “the sword of the Spirit,” “sharper than any two-
edged sword.” It is the “sharp arrow” by which the wicked are slain. It is “the power of God 
unto salvation.” {PUR November 17, 1904, par. 11-13} 
 
The Holy Spirit does not work with men who love to be sharp and critical.... Keep back the 
sharp thrusts; do not learn in Satan’s school his methods of warfare. The enemy is best 
discomfited when no notice is taken of the errors, when truth is advanced which will 
make these errors of none effect. The Holy Spirit does not inspire the words of censure 
and condemnation. A time of trouble is before us, such as never was since the beginning of 
nations, and every honest soul who has not had the light of truth will then take a stand for 
Christ. Those who believe the truth are to be newly converted to the Master’s use every 
day. Then they will be vessels unto honor. Do not repeat the words of your opponents, or 
enter into controversy with them. You meet not merely the man, but Satan and his 
angels… In this period of the world’s history we have altogether too great a work to begin a 
new kind of warfare, aside from Christ’s methods, in meeting the supernatural power of 
satanic agencies. We must put aside personalities, however we may be tempted to take 
advantage of words or actions. In patience we must possess our souls. Brethren, make it 
manifest that you are wholly on the Lord’s side. Let the truth of God’s Holy Word reveal 
transgression and sin and manifest the sanctifying power of truth upon human hearts. A 
haughty spirit must not come in to mar the work of God’s ministers. We have reason for 
gratitude to God every moment that we have the privilege of connecting with God. Success 
in preaching Christ, our crucified and risen Saviour, who ascended to heaven as our 
Advocate, is the proof of our calling, the practical argument to weaken error. {Lt21-
1895.10-12} 

 
Commentary: To combat errors, we must depend on Jesus Christ 24/7. We must be made alive, 
revived and be sanctified. As heralds of the Gospel, we must be inspired with zeal by studying 
God’s rules, regulations, commands, commandments and Bible promises. As we study, we 
should regard the Bible as the voice of God speaking directly to us and apply the teachings to our 
lives. In simplicity, we use present truth and our experience to repudiate everything that is not in 
harmony with Seventh-day Adventist doctrines and prinicples. Ellen White refers to her writings 
as that which the Lord compelled her to write in order to meet the errors coming in. Therefore, 
we should use the Spirit of Prophecy writings combined with present truth, and our experience 
as the Holy Spirit leads. Don’t be sharp and critical, and don’t repeat the words of your 
opponents.  Use the Scriptures that reveal transgression and sin. Preach a crucified and risen 
Saviour who ascended to heaven as our Advocate.  
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A Study on the Golden Calf 
 

Introduction: 
 
God called Moses up into the mount that He might communicate to him the laws for 
Israel, but how quickly the solemn impression made upon that people by the 
manifestation of God’s presence passed away! Even the leaders of the host seemed 
to have lost their reason. The memory of their covenant with God, their terror when, 
falling upon their faces, they had exceedingly feared and quaked, all had vanished like 
smoke. Although the glory of God was still like devouring fire upon the top of the 
mount, yet, when the presence of Moses was withdrawn, the old habits of thought 
and feeling began to assert their power. The people wearied of waiting for the 
return of Moses, and began to clamor for some visible representation of God.  
Aaron, who had been left in charge of the camp, yielded to their clamors. Instead of 
exercising faith in God, trusting to divine power to sustain him, he was tempted to 
believe that if he resisted the demands of the people they would take his life, and he 
did as they desired. He collected the golden ornaments, made the molten calf, and 
fashioned it with a graving tool. Then the leaders of the people declared, “These be 
thy gods, O Israel, which brought thee up out of the land of Egypt” [Exodus 32:4]. 
{19MR 109.1-2} 
 
When Aaron saw the image he had graven, he pleased the people, and he was proud 
of his workmanship. He built an altar before the idol, “made proclamation, and said, 
Tomorrow is a feast to the Lord. And they rose up early on the morrow, and offered 
burnt offerings, and brought peace offerings; and the people sat down to eat and to 
drink, and rose up to play” [Exodus 32:5, 6]. They drank and feasted, and then gave 
themselves up to mirth and dancing, which ended in the shameful orgies that marked 
the heathen worship of false gods. {19MR 109.3} 
 
As Moses came down from the mountain with the two tables of the testimony in his 
hand, he heard the shouts of the people, and, as he came near, beheld the idol and 
the reveling multitude. Overwhelmed with horror and indignation that God had been 
dishonored, and that the people had broken their solemn covenant with Him, he cast 
the two tables of stone upon the ground, and broke them beneath the mount. 
Though his love for Israel was so great that he was willing to lay down his own life for 
them, yet his zeal for the glory of God moved him to anger, which found expression in 
this act of such terrible significance. God did not rebuke him. {19MR 110.2} 
 
The breaking of the tables of stone was but a representation of the fact that Israel 
had broken the covenant which they had so recently made with God. It is a righteous 
indignation against sin, which springs from zeal for the glory of God, not that anger 
prompted by self-love or wounded ambition, which is referred to in the words of 
Scripture, “Be ye angry, and sin not” [Ephesians 4:26]. Such was the anger of Moses. 
{19MR 110.3} 
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…And Moses said unto Aaron, What did this people unto thee, that thou hast brought 
so great a sin upon them? And Aaron said, Let not the anger of my lord wax hot: thou 
knowest the people, that they are set on mischief. For they said unto me, Make us 
gods, which shall go before us; for as for this Moses, the man that brought us up out 
of the land of Egypt, we wot not what is become of him” [Exodus 32:20-23]. And 
Moses “saw that the people were naked; (for Aaron had made them naked unto their 
shame among their enemies)” [Exodus 32:25]. {19MR 111.1} 
 
To us the warning is given, “All these things happened unto them for ensamples: and 
they are written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come” [1 
Corinthians 10:11]. Mark the influence of their extremes and fanaticism in the 
service of the great master worker, Satan. As soon as the wicked one had the 
people under his control, there were exhibitions of a satanic character. The people 
ate and drank without a thought of God and His mercy, without a thought of the 
necessity of resisting the devil who was leading them on to the most shameful deeds. 
{19MR 111.2} 
 
When Moses went up to the Mount of God to receive from Jehovah the tables of 
stone, the children of Israel were for the time left under the leadership of Aaron. But 
Aaron showed himself to be weak and yielding, when he should have stood firm for 
the principles of righteousness. Yielding to the request of the people, he made the 
golden calf they demanded. He placed it in a prominent place, where all Israel could 
see it; and they bowed down in worship before it, crying, “These be thy gods, O Israel, 
which brought thee out of the land of Egypt.” [Exodus 32:4.] Read carefully the first 
nine verses of the nineteenth chapter of Exodus where Moses records the promise 
God made to His people on condition of their obedience to His commandments. And 
the people responded, “All that the Lord hath spoken, we will do.” “I come to thee in 
a thick cloud,” God declared to Moses, “that the people may hear when I speak with 
thee, and believe thee forever.” [Verses 8, 9.] Moses was with the Lord in the mount 
only forty days; but in that short time of test, the children of Israel failed. “Up, make 
us gods that shall go before us,” they cried to Aaron, “for as for this Moses, the man 
that brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we wot not what is become of him.” 
[Exodus 32:1.] Study the history of God’s people at this time, and the punishment that 
came to the idolaters. There is a lesson for our people in Colorado to be learned from 
the experiences of Israel at Sinai. As God dealt with His ancient people, He will deal 
with those today who have despised the Word of the Lord, and who refuse to 
humble their proud hearts before the wisdom and righteousness of God. The Lord 
says to His wayward children, Repent, repent. It is not too late for wrongs to be 
righted. If men will repent and be converted, God will manifest His power. Brethren, 
the end of all things is at hand. Let every soul come under discipline to God. If there 
was ever a time when every believer should stand steadfastly for the principles of 
righteousness and truth, it is now. {Ms83-1907.5-9} 
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Here Aaron’s deficiency as a leader or governor of Israel is seen. The people beset him 
to make them gods to go before them into Egypt. Here was an opportunity for Aaron 
to show his faith and unwavering confidence in God, and with firmness and decision 
to meet the proposition of the people. But his natural desire to please and to yield to 
the people led him to sacrifice the honor of God…All restraint seemed to be removed 
from the people. They offered burnt offerings to the golden calf, and a spirit of levity 
took possession of them. They indulged in shameful rioting and drunkenness; they 
ate, they drank, and rose up to play. {3T 296.2} 
 
The fellow laborer of Moses, who was left with the solemn charge of the people in his 
absence, heard them uttering complaints that Moses had left them, and expressing a 
desire to return to Egypt; yet, through fear of offending the people, he was silent. He 
did not stand up boldly for God; but to please the people he made a golden calf. He 
seemed to be asleep to the beginning of the evil. When the first rebellious word was 
spoken, Aaron might have checked it; but so fearful was he of offending the people, 
that he apparently united with them, and was finally persuaded to make a golden calf 
for them to worship. Ministers should be faithful watchmen, seeing the evil and 
warning the people. Their dangers must be set before them continually, and 
pressed home upon them. The exhortation given to Timothy was, “Reprove, rebuke, 
exhort with all long-suffering and doctrine.” [2 Timothy 4:2.] ... {GW92 81.4-82.1} 
 
What did they call this golden calf?  
“And they said, These be thy gods, O Israel, which brought thee up out of the land of 
Egypt.” Verse 4, last part.  
 
What does the psalmist say of this?  
“They made a calf in Horeb, and worshipped the molten image. Thus they changed 
their glory into the similitude of an ox that eateth grass.” Psalm 106, 19, 20.  
 
Before they could do this, what did they forget?  
“They forgat God their saviour, which had done great things in Egypt; wondrous 
works in the land of Ham, and terrible things by the Red Sea.” Verses 21, 22.  
 
How did they worship this image?  
“And they rose up early on the morrow, and offered burnt offerings, and brought 
peace offerings; and the people sat down to eat and to drink, and rose up to play.” 
Exodus 32:6. 

FROM: SITI March 11, 1889, p. 151.27-34 
 
Satan was not inactive during the Mosaic dispensation. He continually tempted God’s 
people and led them into idolatry. At the foot of the very mount where the glory of 
God had been displayed in wonderful majesty, he led them to worship the golden calf, 
and again and again they fell into the grossest idolatry, because they cherished an 
evil heart of unbelief. Pride, love of display, love of pomp and pleasure, had a 
controlling influence upon them. {ST August 12, 1889, par. 3} 
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What does the golden calf represent? 
 
As It Has Been So It Is Now: 
 
Our churches and institutions must return to where they were before the 
backsliding commenced, when they began trusting in man and making flesh their 
arm. Have we not seen enough of human wisdom? Shall we not now seek God in 
earnestness and simplicity, and serve him with heart and mind and strength? The 
children of Israel beheld the awful semblance of God’s presence in the mount; but 
before Moses had been forty days away from them, they substituted a golden calf for 
Jehovah. Things similar to this have been done among us as a people. Let us now 
return to God in penitence and contrition. Let us trust in Him, not in man. (D.E.R. Aug. 
24, 1900.) {KC 120.4-5} 
 
The double-minded person is unstable in all his ways…Such a people were the Jews. 
They were very fickle in their religious experience, always wavering. To-day they 
extol Jehovah: to-morrow a golden calf, or Baal: until weared with their wanderings, 
Jehovah forsakes them forever. To the Unstable we say, ARM yourselves wth the 
truth, and stand up manfully and bravely in its defence. {ARSH April 28, 1863, page 
174.4-7} 
 
Older and discerning Christians remark an unusual spirit of worldliness in the 
churches. It is feared by judicious fathers and mothers in Israel as well as by younger 
Calebs and Joshuas, that there are tokens of defection; evidences of a desire to 
return to Egypt; and that idolatry, in the form of covetousness is stealing upon the 
hearts of the people of God. Well may they tremble for the sacramental host when 
they find Aaron sanctioning the dance around some golden calf, and witness such 
ingratitude for deliverance, such readiness in yielding to the seductions of 
neighboring idolaters; when they hear, too, such complaints of the weariness of the 
way, and the absence of Egyptian luxuries; and behold such reluctance to go forward 
at God’s command, and take possession of the promised land. Strange it is and 
deplorable, that fugitives, under the sanction of God’s own right arm, should sigh for 
a return to bondage and darkness! {ARSH November 14, 1854, p. 111.13} 
 
Israel’s making of the sun-god, or golden calf, is an emphatic lesson of man’s natural 
depravity. They had promised, but in their own strength, that they would obey God’s 
voice (Exodus 19:5), and they were no doubt honest in this; but their hearts were 
unregenerate, and deceived themselves. A deceived heart turned them aside. Isaiah 
44:20. The only way by which we can do God’s will is to be regenerated-born again-
the heart of enmity to God’s law taken away, and the new heart given. The only 
means by which we can keep God’s commandments is by his strength, put on through 
faith in Christ. Every other way, every covenant in our own strength, will, like that of 
Israel at Horeb, gender to bondage. Galatians 4:24. {SITI October 20, 1890, p. 522.10} 
-“Back Page: Sun-god” The Signs of the Times, 16, 41. E. J. Waggoner 
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Golden Calf Symbolism & Effects of False Worship: 
 
Type #1 Golden Calf #1: Idols of the heart 
The Buds and Blossoms of Pride—There are idols cherished in our families and in our 
churches today which have the same influence upon us as did the golden calf upon 
the Israelites. Will the people search themselves? Will the shepherds do their work as 
faithful sentinels of God? Will they see what idols they are cherishing? Will every one 
that is in moderate circumstances consider that they are to be a people distinct and 
separate in their fashions of dress, their speech, their deportment, from the world? 
Will they see their idolatry in small as well as in large matters, and that it is separating 
them from God? When reproofs come they are ashamed, but not repentant. They 
have had great light, great opportunities, line upon line, and precept upon precept, 
but pride buds and blossoms in their apparel, revealing the thoughts and intents of 
the heart (Manuscript 52, 1898). (1 Timothy 2:8-10.) What Idols Are We Cherishing?—
This idolatry on the part of ancient Israel was an offense to God; but are there not 
idols just as offensive cherished in our families and in our churches today—idols 
which have the same influence upon us as did the golden calf upon the Israelites? 
On the part of God’s professed people there is a manifest disregard of the warnings 
given by Peter: “Whose adorning let it not be that outward adorning....” {7BC 941.10-
11}   
 
Type #2 Golden Calf #2: Man→his ideas, his reasonings and  his sinful nature 
How are all these professed commandmentkeepers to live in harmony in the family of 
heaven? All the preparation of that place must take place here. I have been shown 
that the seat of the difficulty is [that] men consider their ideas wiser than God’s plans. 
They want to improve upon God’s ideas, considering their own ideas perfection. The 
wisdom of men is foolishness with God. The Israelites substituted a golden calf for 
Jehovah. Men in our day substitute for God things that only degrade and belittle their 
conceptions of God. The transforming energies of the Holy Spirit will make the heart 
of man right and keep him right. Man has been made to take the place of God. I tell 
you in the fear of God, the eye that seeth in secret, the heart that heareth what is 
spoken in the bed chamber, will bring to light some startling revelations. It is by our 
works we shall be justified or condemned. But there must be church discipline 
exercised toward its members who bear false witness and all who loveth and 
maketh a lie. This wickedness is permeating the churches and unless the Spirit of 
God is entertained, unless there is close communion with God, the want of this is 
supplied by the communion with Satan. The Christless state of many churches is due 
to their wicked practices to tear and rend each other. If the devil can keep members 
of the church murmuring, complaining, contending, [he] is ruining their souls. He is 
educating them that they will possess that troublesome, selfish, loveless character 
that Satan possessed, and they will be with him outside of the city of God. If we are 
meek and lowly of heart Jesus knows that and will abide with us. While Satan is 
occupying the minds of Christ’s followers with dissension, souls are being lost, for 
there is not labor put forth for them in the spirit of love for Christ and earnest efforts 
to win them to Christ. It is terrible to contemplate what victories Satan has gained 
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while the members of the church have been divided, so engrossed with their own 
unsanctified, unholy bickering that sinners have been deceived, the religion of Jesus 
Christ misinterpreted, Christ denied in words, in spirit, in life and character. {Ms60-
1890.11-13} 
 
Satan beguiles men now as he beguiled Eve in Eden by flattery, by kindling a desire to 
obtain forbidden knowledge, by exciting ambition for self-exaltation. It was 
cherishing these evils that caused his fall, and through them he aims to compass the 
ruin of men. “Ye shall be as gods,” he declares, “knowing good and evil.” Genesis 3:5. 
Spiritualism teaches “that man is the creature of progression; that it is his destiny 
from his birth to progress, even to eternity, toward the Godhead.” And again: “Each 
mind will judge itself and not another.” “The judgment will be right, because 
it is the judgment of self.... The throne is within you.” Said a spiritualistic teacher, as 
the “spiritual consciousness” awoke within him: “My fellow men, all were unfallen 
demigods.” And another declares: “Any just and perfect being is Christ.” Thus, in place 
of the righteousness and perfection of the infinite God, the true object of adoration; 
in place of the perfect righteousness of His law, the true standard of human 
attainment, Satan has substituted the sinful, erring nature of man himself as the 
only object of adoration, the only rule of judgment, or standard of character. This is 
progress, not upward, but downward. {GC 554.1-2} 
 
Spiritual darkness has covered the earth and gross darkness the people. There are in 
many churches skepticism and infidelity in the interpretation of the Scriptures. Many, 
very many, are questioning the verity and truth of the Scriptures, and human 
reasoning and the imaginings of the human heart are undermining the inspiration of 
the Word of God, and that which should be received as granted is surrounded with 
a cloud of mysticism. Nothing stands out in clear and distinct lines, upon rock 
bottom. This is one of the marked signs of the last days. {Ms16-1888.2} 
 
Type #3 Golden Calf #3: Sun Worship/Nature Worship/Spiritualism 
Note 4. Page 316. The Israelites, in their adoration of the golden calf, professed to 
be worshiping God. Thus Aaron, when inaugurating the worship of the idol, 
proclaimed, “Tomorrow is a feast unto Jehovah.” They proposed to worship God, as 
the Egyptians worshiped Osiris, under the semblance of the image. But God could not 
accept the service. Though offered in His name, the sun god, and not Jehovah, was 
the real object of their adoration. The worship of Apis was accompanied with the 
grossest licentiousness, and the Scripture record indicates that the calf worship by the 
Israelites was attended with all the license usual in heathen worship. We read: “They 
rose up early on the morrow, and offered burnt offerings, and brought peace 
offerings; and the people sat down to eat and to drink, and rose up to play.” Exodus 
32:6. The Hebrew word rendered “to play” signifies playing with leaping, singing, and 
dancing. This dancing, especially among the Egyptians, was sensual and indecent. The 
word rendered “corrupted” in the next verse, where it is said, “thy people, which thou 
broughtest out of the land of Egypt, have corrupted themselves,” is the same that is 
used in Genesis 6:11, 12, where we read that the earth was corrupt, “for all flesh had 
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corrupted his way upon the earth.” This explains the terrible anger of the Lord, and 
why He desired to consume the people at once. {PP 760.1-2} 
 
The golden calf was made, and the intoxicated throng danced around it. What a scene 
was there! Right at the foot of Sinai, where a month before they had heard the 
thunders, and trumpet, and voice, and seen the lightning, and glory - danced, and 
shouted, and sung, in bacchanalian frenzy, the naked multitude - hailing in boisterous 
shouts a golden calf as their God. What a contrast to the scene passing on the top of 
the mountain between Jehovah and Moses! In the midst of this wild and blasphemous 
revel, Moses was seen descending with thoughtful step, the distant slope, bearing in 
his arms the tables of the law… {ARSH June 13, 1854, p. 157.30} 
 
It is impossible to estimate too largely the work that the Lord will accomplish through 
His proposed vessels in carrying out His mind and purpose. The things you have 
described as taking place in Indiana, the Lord has shown me would take place just 
before the close of probation. Every uncouth thing will be demonstrated. There will 
be shouting, with drums, music and dancing. The senses of rational beings will 
become so confused that they cannot be trusted to make right decisions. And this is 
called the moving of the Holy Spirit. {Lt132-1900.22} 
 
Type #4 Golden Calf #4: Sunday Observance→worshipping on the 1st day 
The beast and his image, his mark and worship, (Sunday keeping,) are clear. Also, it is 
clear the keeping the true Sabbath is the seal or mark of God. Those who worship the 
beast and his image, by observing the first day, are certainly idolitors, as were the 
worshippers of the golden calf in the wilderness. Compare Exodus 32:1-10, with 1 
Corinthians 10:7, 14. “Neither be ye idolators, as were some of them.” “Wherefore, 
my dearly beloved, flee from idolatry?” {ADRE September 1850, p. 11.12} 
 
And while Moses was in the holy mount with God, receiving the ten commandments, 
engraven on the tables of stone by his finger, [an example of their afterwards being 
written in the hearts of God’s people, by the Holy Spirit; see 2 Corinthians 3:3; 
Hebrews 8:9, 10,] the people became impatient, by the delay of Moses, and said to 
Aaron, “Up, make us gods which shall go before us: for as for this Moses, the man 
that brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we wot not what is become of him.” 
Exodus 32:1. They made a golden calf, an image to a beast, and offered sacrifice to 
it. {ADRE September 1850, p. 4.10} 
 
This is a vivid example of the disappointment, and the impatience of advent believers 
after the midnight cry was given. They expected that Jesus, [the antitypical Moses] 
would then descend from heaven, but being disappointed, and impatient, many of 
them organized at the Albany conference, in 1845, and made to themselves leaders to 
go before them. Thus doing, they have turned round, and are trying to build up what 
they once tore down, in exposing the corruptions of the churches, and church 
organization, during the cry, - Babylon is fallen. {ADRE September 1850, p. 4.11} 
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“According to the Greek writers, Apis was the image of Osiris, and worshiped because 
Osiris was supposed to have passed into a bull, and to have been soon after 
manifested by a succession of these animals. The hieroglyphics inscriptions identify 
the Apis with Osiris, adorned with horns or the head of a bull, and unite the two 
names as Hapi-Osor, or Apis-Osiris. According to this view the Apis was the 
incarnation of Osiris manifested in the shape of a bull.” From these quotations it is 
easy to see why the Israelites made a golden calf, instead of an image of something 
else. They made the god and became the form of worship with which they had been 
most familiar in Egypt. And when they did this, they were simply engaging in sun-
worship, the form of idolatry which in all ages has been the most universal rival of 
the worship of Jehovah. As to the nature of sun-worship, it will perhaps be sufficient 
to quote what the “Encyclopedia Britannica” says of Baal:- {SITI March 11, 1889, p. 
151.49-51} 
 
“The Baal of the Syrians, Phoenicians, and heathen Hebrews is a much less elevated 
conception than the Babylonian Bel. He is properly the sun-god Baal Shamen, Baal 
(lord) of the heavens, the highest of the heavenly bodies, but still a mere power of 
nature, born like the other luminaries from the primitive chaos. As the sun-god, he is 
conceived as the male principle of life and reproduction in nature, and thus in some 
forms of his worship is the patron of the grossest sensuality, and even of systematic 
prostitution. An example of this is found in the worship of Baal-Peor (Numbers 25), 
and in general in the Canaanitish high places, where Baal, the male principle, was 
worshiped in association with the unchaste goddess Ashera, the female principle of 
nature.” That is a mild statement of the case; and so when we read of the Israelites 
that “the people sat down to eat and to drink, and rose up to play” (Exodus 32:6), and 
learn that the word rendered “play” is the same as that rendered “mock” in Genesis 
39:14, 17, we get a better idea of the heinousness of the sin of the Israelites. When it 
is remembered that the Egyptian calf-worship was sun-worship, and that Sunday 
was “the wild solar holiday of all pagan times” (North British Review, vol. 18, p. 409), 
and has its name “because the day was anciently dedicated to the sun, or to its 
worship” (Webster), the Heaven-daring nature of the sin of the Israelites, just after 
they had heard God’s holy law, and especially the first, second, fourth, and seventh 
commandments, is most strikingly set before us. A more perfect insult to the God 
who had delivered them from Egyptian bondage, that they might serve him, can 
hardly be imagined. {SITI March 11, 1889, p. 151.52-54} 
 
Thus we see how Satan, through heathenism, tried to stigmatize the Sabbath of 
Jehovah and to elevate Sunday as a joyful day. The Egyptians worshipped their sun-
god under the name of Osiris, and the Apis bull (the golden calf made at Horeb) was a 
representation of him. This worship was conducted by turning to the rising sun. 
(Ezekiel 8:16.) Therefore the Lord ordered the tabernacle always to be pitched with 
the front toward the east, so that the people, worshipping before it, had to turn their 
backs upon sun worship. (Numbers 3:23. See also Exodus 26:22; 36:27, 32 in 
American Revised Version, and Jeremiah 32:33) Talbot W. Chambers, D. D., says that 
sun worship was “the oldest, the most widespread, and the most enduring of all 
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forms of idolatry known to man!’ “The universality of this form of idolatry is 
something remarkable. It seems to have prevailed every-where. The chief object of 
worship among the Syrians was Baal - the sun ... In Egypt the sun was the kernel of 
the state religion.” - “The Old Testament Student,” pp. 193,194. January, 1886.  
{FAFA 78.3-4} by Christian Edwardson 1943 

 
The Great Issue & the Judgment 
The great issue so near at hand [enforcement of Sunday laws] will weed out those 
whom God has not appointed and He will have a pure, true, sanctified ministry 
prepared for the latter rain.—Selected Messages 3:385 (1886). Some will go out 
from among us who will bear the ark no longer. But these can not make walls to 
obstruct the truth; for it will go onward and upward to the end.—Testimonies to 
Ministers and Gospel Workers, 409, 411 (1898). Ministers and doctors may depart 
from the faith, as the Word declares they will, and as the messages that God has 
given His servant declare they will.—Manuscript Releases 7:192 (1906). {LDE 
179.2,4,5} 
 
Read the history of Israel, and the virtue of the ten commandments in the ark, in 
passing over Jordan, which signifies judgment. Let it be remembered, they came up 
out of Jordan on the tenth day of the first month, and the captain of the Lord’s host 
appeared with a drawn sword in his hand. And the Lord said unto Joshua, “This day 
have I rolled away the reproach of Egypt from off you.” With the ark of the ten 
commandments, they compassed the walls of Jerico seven days and seven times on 
the seventh day. Then there was a mighty shout, and the walls of Jerico fell down flat 
and they took the city. They went on taking city after city, and driving out the nations; 
but they could do nothing without the ark of God. Thus they took the typical land of 
Canaan. {ADRE September 1850, p. 5.1} 
 
All this was typical of the saints finally taking the kingdom under the whole heaven. 
This is among the former things of old, to be remembered as declaring the end from 
ancient times, the things that are not yet done. And as ancient Israel could have no 
power over the nations of typical Canaan without the ten commandments, so none 
but those who keep the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus, will receive 
power over the nations, when the saints take the kingdom. {ADRE September 1850, p. 
5.2} 
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Revival of the Canvassing Work 
 
The importance of the canvassing work is kept ever before me. This work has not of 
late had the life infused into it which was once given by the agents who made it their 
specialty. Canvassers have been called from their evangelistic work to engage in other 
labor. This is not as it should be. Many of our canvassers, if truly converted and 
consecrated, can accomplish more in this line than in any other in bringing the truth 
for this time before the people. {6T 329.1} 
 
We have the word of God to show that the end is near. The world is to be warned, 
and as never before we are to be laborers with Christ. The work of warning has been 
entrusted to us. We are to be channels of light to the world, imparting to others the 
light we receive from the great Light Bearer. The words and works of all men are to be 
tried. Let us not be backward now. That which is to be done in warning the world 
must be done without delay. Let not the canvassing work be left to languish. Let the 
books containing the light on present truth be placed before as many as possible. {6T 
329.2} 
 
The presidents of our conferences and others in responsible positions have a duty to 
do in this matter, that the different branches of our work may receive equal 
attention. Canvassers are to be educated and trained to do the work required in 
selling the books upon present truth which the people need. There is need of men of 
deep Christian experience, men of well-balanced minds, strong, well-educated men, 
to engage in this work. The Lord desires those to take hold of the canvassing work 
who are capable of educating others, who can awaken in promising young men and 
women an interest in this line, leading them to take up the bookwork and handle it 
successfully. Some have the talent, education, and experience which would enable 
them to educate the youth for the canvassing work in such a way that much more 
would be accomplished than is now being done. {6T 329.3} 
 
Those who have gained an experience in this work have a special duty to perform in 
teaching others. Educate, educate, educate young men and women to sell the books 
which the Lord by His Holy Spirit has stirred His servants to write. God desires us to be 
faithful in educating those who accept the truth, that they may believe to a purpose 
and work intelligently in the Lord’s way. Let inexperienced persons be connected with 
experienced workers, that they may learn how to work. Let them seek God most 
earnestly. These may do a good work in canvassing if they will obey the words: “Take 
heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine.” 1 Timothy 4:16. Those who give evidence 
that they are truly converted, and who take up the canvassing work, will see that it is 
the best preparation for other lines of missionary labor. {6T 330.1} 
 
If those who know the truth would practice it, methods would be devised for meeting 
the people where they are. It was the providence of God which in the beginning of 
the Christian church scattered the saints abroad, sending them out of Jerusalem into 
many parts of the world. The disciples of Christ did not stay in Jerusalem or in the 
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cities near by, but they went beyond the limits of their own country into the great 
thoroughfares of travel, seeking for the lost that they might bring them to God. Today 
the Lord desires to see His work carried forward in many places. We must not confine 
our labors to a few localities. {6T 330.2} 
 
We must not discourage our brethren, weakening their hands so that the work which 
God desires to accomplish through them shall not be done. Let not too much time be 
occupied in fitting up men to do missionary work. Instruction is necessary, but let all 
remember that Christ is the Great Teacher and the Source of all true wisdom. Let 
young and old consecrate themselves to God, take up the work, and go forward, 
laboring in humility under the control of the Holy Spirit. Let those who have been in 
school go out into the field and put to a practical use the knowledge they have 
gained. If canvassers will do this, using the ability which God has given them, seeking 
counsel from Him, and combining the work of selling books with personal labor for 
the people, their talents will increase by exercise, and they will learn many practical 
lessons which they could not possibly learn in school. The education obtained in this 
practical way may properly be termed higher education. {6T 330.3} 
 
There is no higher work than evangelistic canvassing, for it involves the performance 
of the highest moral duties. Those who engage in this work need always to be under 
the control of the Spirit of God. There must be no exalting of self. What have any of us 
that we did not receive from Christ? We must love as brethren, revealing our love by 
helping one another. We must be pitiful and courteous. We must press together, 
drawing in even cords. Only those who live the prayer of Christ, working it out in 
practical life, will stand the test that is to come upon all the world. Those who exalt 
self place themselves in Satan’s power, preparing to receive his deceptions. The word 
of the Lord to His people is that we lift the standard higher and still higher. If we obey 
His voice, He will work with us, and our efforts will be crowned with success. In our 
work we shall receive rich blessings from on high and shall lay up treasure beside the 
throne of God. {6T 331.1} 
 
If we only knew what is before us we would not be so dilatory in the work of the Lord. 
We are in the shaking time, the time when everything that can be shaken will be 
shaken. The Lord will not excuse those who know the truth if they do not in word and 
deed obey His commands. If we make no effort to win souls to Christ we shall be held 
responsible for the work we might have done, but did not do because of our spiritual 
indolence. Those who belong to the Lord’s kingdom must work earnestly for the 
saving of souls. They must do their part to bind up the law and seal it among the 
disciples. {6T 331.2} 
 
The Lord designs that the light which He has given on the Scriptures shall shine forth 
in clear, bright rays; and it is the duty of our canvassers to put forth a strong, united 
effort that God’s design may be accomplished. A great and important work is before 
us. The enemy of souls realizes this, and he is using every means in his power to lead 
the canvasser to take up some other line of work. This order of things should be 



 

64 | P a g e  
 

Chain of Truth Ministries 

Hope, Health & Wholeness for All 
 

changed. God calls the canvassers back to their work. He calls for volunteers who will 
put all their energies and enlightenment into the work, helping wherever there is 
opportunity. The Master calls for everyone to do the part given him according to his 
ability. Who will respond to the call? Who will go forth to labor in wisdom and grace 
and the love of Christ for those nigh and afar off? Who will sacrifice ease and 
pleasure, and enter the places of error, superstition, and darkness, working earnestly 
and perseveringly, speaking the truth in simplicity, praying in faith, doing house-to-
house labor? Who at this time will go forth without the camp, imbued with the power 
of the Holy Spirit, bearing reproach for Christ’s sake, opening the Scriptures to the 
people, and calling them to repentance? {6T 332.1} 
 
God has His workmen in every age. The call of the hour is answered by the coming of 
the man. Thus when the divine Voice cries, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for 
Us?” the response will come, “Here am I; send me.” Isaiah 6:8. Let all who labor 
effectually in the canvassing field feel in their hearts that they are doing the work of 
the Lord in ministering to souls who know not the truth for this time. They are 
sounding the note of warning in the highways and byways to prepare a people for the 
great day of the Lord, which is so soon to break upon the world. We have no time to 
lose. We must encourage this work. Who will go forth now with our publications? The 
Lord imparts a fitness for the work to every man and woman who will co-operate with 
divine power. All the requisite talent, courage, perseverance, faith, and tact will come 
as they put the armor on. A great work is to be done in our world, and human 
agencies will surely respond to the demand. The world must hear the warning. When 
the call comes, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for Us?” send back the answer 
clear and distinct, “Here am I; send me.” {6T 332.2} 
 
“In the morning sow thy seed, and in the evening withhold not thine hand: for thou 
knowest not whether shall prosper, either this or that, or whether they both shall be 
alike good.” Ecclesiastes 11:6. {6T 333.1} 
 
Selection of Canvassers. Some are better adapted than others for doing a certain 
work; therefore it is not correct to think that everyone can be a canvasser. Some have 
no special adaptability for this work; but they are not, because of this, to be regarded 
as faithless or unwilling. The Lord is not unreasonable in His requirements. The church 
is as a garden in which is a variety of flowers, each with its own peculiarities. Though 
in many respects all may differ, yet each has a value of its own. {6T 333.2} 
 
God does not expect that with their different temperaments His people will each be 
prepared for any and every place. Let all remember that there are varied trusts. It is 
not the work of any man to prescribe the work of any other man contrary to his own 
convictions of duty. It is right to give counsel and suggest plans; but every man should 
be left free to seek direction from God, whose he is and whom he serves. {6T 334.1} 
 
A Preparation for the Ministry. Some men whom God was calling to the work of the 
ministry have entered the field as canvassers. I have been instructed that this is an 
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excellent preparation if their object is to disseminate light, to bring the truths of God’s 
word directly to the home circle. In conversation the way will often be opened for 
them to speak of the religion of the Bible. If the work is entered upon as it should be, 
families will be visited, the workers will manifest Christian tenderness and love for 
souls, and great good will be the result. This will be an excellent experience for any 
who have the ministry in view. {6T 334.2} 
 
Enduring Hardness. He who in his work meets with trials and temptations should 
profit by these experiences, learning to lean more decidedly upon God. He should feel 
his dependence every moment. {6T 334.4} 
 
No complaint should be cherished in his heart or be uttered by his lips. When 
successful, he should take no glory to himself, for his success is due to the working of 
God’s angels upon the heart. And let him remember that both in the time of 
encouragement and the time of discouragement the heavenly messengers are always 
beside him. He should acknowledge the goodness of the Lord, praising Him with 
cheerfulness. {6T 334.5} 
 
A Precious Experience. He who takes up the work of canvassing as he should must be 
both an educator and a student. While he tries to teach others he himself must learn 
to do the work of an evangelist. As canvassers go forth into the field with humble 
hearts, full of earnest activity, they will find many opportunities to speak a word in 
season to souls ready to die in discouragement. After laboring for these needy ones 
they will be able to say: “Ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the 
Lord.” Ephesians 5:8. As they see the sinful course of others they can say: “Such were 
some of you: but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name 
of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God.” 1 Corinthians 6:11. {6T 335.2} 
 
Those who work for God will meet with discouragement, but the promise is always 
theirs: “Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world.” Matthew 28:20. 
God will give a most wonderful experience to those who will say: “I believe Thy 
promise; I will not fail nor become discouraged.” {6T 335.3} 
 
Reporting. Let those who gain such an experience in working for the Lord write an 
account of it for our papers, that others may be encouraged. Let the canvasser tell of 
the joy and blessing he has received in his ministry as an evangelist. These reports 
should find a place in our papers, for they are far-reaching in their influence. They will 
be as sweet fragrance in the church, a savor of life unto life. Thus it is seen that God 
works with those who co-operate with Him. {6T 336.1} 
 
Example in Health Reform. In your association with unbelievers do not allow 
yourselves to be swerved from right principles. If you sit at their table, eat 
temperately and only of food that will not confuse the mind. Keep clear of 
intemperance. You cannot afford to weaken your mental or physical powers, lest you 
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become unable to discern spiritual things. Keep your mind in such a condition that 
God can impress it with the precious truths of His word. {6T 336.2} 
 
Thus you will have an influence upon others. Many try to correct the lives of others by 
attacking what they regard as wrong habits. They go to those whom they think in 
error, and point out defects, but do not put forth earnest, tactful effort in directing 
the mind to true principles. Such a course often fails of securing the desired results. In 
trying to correct others we too often arouse their combativeness, and thus do more 
harm than good. Do not watch others in order to point out their faults or errors. 
Teach by example. Let your self-denial and your victory over appetite be an 
illustration of obedience to right principles. Let your life bear witness to the 
sanctifying, ennobling influence of truth. {6T 336.3} 
 
Matters should be so arranged that canvassers shall have enough to live on without 
overdrawing. This door of temptation must be closed and barred. However honest a 
canvasser may be, circumstances will arise in his work which will be to him a sore 
temptation. {6T 337.3} 
 
The Lord’s goods should be handled with faithfulness. The Lord has entrusted men 
with life and health and reasoning powers, He has given them physical and mental 
strength to be exercised; and should not these gifts be faithfully and diligently 
employed to His name’s glory? Have our brethren considered that they must give an 
account for all the talents placed in their possession? Have they traded wisely with 
their Lord’s goods, or have they spent His substance recklessly, and are they written 
in heaven as unfaithful servants? Many are spending their Lord’s money in riotous 
enjoyment, so called; they are not gaining an experience in self-denial, but spending 
money on vanities, and are failing to bear the cross after Jesus. Many who were 
privileged with precious, God-given opportunities have wasted their lives and are now 
found in suffering and want. {6T 338.1} 
 
God calls for decided improvement to be made in the various branches of the work. 
The business done in connection with the cause of God must be marked with greater 
precision and exactness. There has not been firm, decided effort to bring about 
essential reform. {6T 338.2} 
 
A Knowledge of Their Book. Canvassers should thoroughly acquaint themselves with 
the book they are handling and be able readily to call attention to the important 
chapters. {6T 338.3} 
 
Colporteur Work. The canvasser should carry with him tracts, pamphlets, and small 
books to give to those who cannot buy. In this way the truth can be introduced into 
many homes. {6T 338.4} 
 
Diligence. When the canvasser enters upon his work, he should not allow himself to 
be diverted, but should intelligently keep to the point with all diligence. And yet, 
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while he is doing his canvassing, he should not be heedless of opportunities to help 
souls who are seeking for light and who need the consolation of the Scriptures. If the 
canvasser walks with God, if he prays for heavenly wisdom that he may do good and 
only good in his labor, he will be quick to discern his opportunities and the needs of 
the souls with whom he comes in contact. He will make the most of every opportunity 
for drawing souls to Christ. In the spirit of Christ he will be ready to speak a word to 
him that is weary. {6T 339.1} 
 
By diligence in canvassing, by faithfully presenting to the people the cross of Calvary, 
the canvasser doubles his powers of usefulness. But while we present methods of 
work we cannot lay out an undeviating line in which everyone shall move, for 
circumstances alter cases. God will impress those whose hearts are open to truth and 
who are longing for guidance. He will say to His human agent: “Speak to this one or to 
that one of the love of Jesus.” No sooner is the name of Jesus mentioned in love and 
tenderness than angels of God draw near to soften and subdue the heart. {6T 339.2} 
 
Let canvassers be faithful students, learning how to make their work successful; and 
while thus employed, let them keep their eyes and ears and understanding open to 
receive wisdom from God, that they may know how to help those who are perishing 
for lack of a knowledge of Christ. Let every worker concentrate his energies and use 
his powers for the highest of all service, to recover men from the snare of Satan and 
bind them to God, making the chain of dependence through Jesus Christ fast to the 
throne encircled with the rainbow of promise. {6T 339.3} 
 
A great and good work may be done by evangelistic canvassing. The Lord has given 
men tact and capabilities. Those who use these entrusted talents to His glory, 
weaving Bible principles into the web, will be given success. We are to work and pray, 
putting our trust in Him who will never fail. {6T 340.1} 
 
Let canvassing evangelists give themselves up to be worked by the Holy Spirit. Let 
them by persevering prayer take hold of the power which comes from God, trusting in 
Him in living faith. His great and effectual influence will be with every true, faithful 
worker. {6T 340.2} 
 
As God blesses the minister and the evangelist in their earnest efforts to place the 
truth before the people, so He will bless the faithful canvasser. {6T 340.3} 
 
The humble, efficient worker who obediently responds to the call of God may be sure 
of receiving divine assistance. To feel so great and holy a responsibility is of itself 
elevating to the character. It calls into action the highest mental qualities, and their 
continued exercise strengthens and purifies mind and heart. The influence upon one’s 
own life, as well as upon the life of others, is incalculable. {6T 340.4} 
 
Careless spectators may not appreciate your work or see its importance. They may 
think it a losing business, a life of thankless labor and self-sacrifice. But the servant of 
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Jesus sees it in the light shining from the cross. His sacrifices appear small in 
comparison with those of the blessed Master, and he is glad to follow in His steps. The 
success of his labor affords him the purest joy and is the richest recompense for a life 
of patient toil. {6T 340.5 

 
A Revival of Health Reform 

 
Our habits of eating and drinking show whether we are of the world or among the 
number whom the Lord by His mighty cleaver of truth has separated from the world. 
These are His peculiar people, zealous of good works. God has spoken in His word. In 
the case of Daniel and his three companions there are sermons upon health reform. 
God has spoken in the history of the children of Israel, from whom for their good He 
sought to withhold a flesh diet. He fed them with bread from heaven; “man did eat 
angel’s food.” But they encouraged their earthly appetite; and the more they 
centered their thoughts upon the fleshpots of Egypt, the more they hated the food 
which God gave them to keep them in health physically, mentally, and morally. They 
longed for the fleshpots, and in this they did just as many in our own time have done. 
{6T 372.2} 
 
Since the laws of nature are the laws of God, it is plainly our duty to give these laws 
careful study. We should study their requirements in regard to our own bodies and 
conform to them. Ignorance in these things is sin. “Know ye not that your bodies are 
the members of Christ?” “What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy 
Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own? For ye are 
bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are 
God’s.” 1 Corinthians 6:15, 19, 20. Our bodies are Christ’s purchased property, and we 
are not at liberty to do with them as we please. Man has done this. He has treated his 
body as if its laws had no penalty. Through perverted appetite its organs and powers 
have become enfeebled, diseased, and crippled. And these results which Satan has 
brought about by his own specious temptations he uses to taunt God with. He 
presents before God the human body that Christ has purchased as His property, and 
what an unsightly representation of his Maker man is! Because man has sinned 
against his body and has corrupted his ways, God is dishonored. {6T 369.1-2} 
 
When men and women are truly converted, they will conscientiously regard the laws 
of life that God has established in their being, thus seeking to avoid physical, mental, 
and moral feebleness. Obedience to these laws must be made a matter of personal 
duty. We ourselves must suffer the ills of violated law. We must answer to God for 
our habits and practices. Therefore the question for us is not, “What will the world 
say?” but, “How shall I, claiming to be a Christian, treat the habitation God has given 
me? Shall I work for my highest temporal and spiritual good by keeping my body as a 
temple for the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, or shall I sacrifice myself to the world’s 
ideas and practices?” {6T 369.3} 
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Healthful living must be made a family matter. Parents should awake to their God-
given responsibilities. Let them study the principles of health reform and teach their 
children that the path of self-denial is the only path of safety. The mass of the 
inhabitants of the world by their disregard of physical law are destroying their power 
of self-control and unfitting themselves to appreciate eternal realities. Willingly 
ignorant of their own structure, they lead their children in the path of self-indulgence, 
thus preparing the way for them to suffer the penalty of the transgression of nature’s 
laws. This is not taking a wise interest in the welfare of their families. {6T 370.1} 
 
The Church and Health Reform 
There is a message regarding health reform to be borne in every church. There is a 
work to be done in every school. Neither principal nor teachers should be entrusted 
with the education of the youth until they have a practical knowledge of this subject. 
Some have felt at liberty to criticize and question and find fault with health reform 
principles of which they knew little by experience. They should stand shoulder to 
shoulder, heart to heart, with those who are working in right lines. {6T 370.2} 
 
The subject of health reform has been presented in the churches; but the light has not 
been heartily received. The selfish, health-destroying indulgences of men and women 
have counteracted the influence of the message that is to prepare a people for the 
great day of God. If the churches expect strength, they must live the truth which 
God has given them. If the members of our churches disregard the light on this 
subject, they will reap the sure result in both spiritual and physical degeneracy. And 
the influence of these older church members will leaven those newly come to the 
faith. The Lord does not now work to bring many souls into the truth, because of the 
church members who have never been converted and those who were once 
converted but who have backslidden. What influence would these unconsecrated 
members have on new converts? Would they not make of no effect the God-given 
message which His people are to bear? {6T 370.3} 
 
Let all examine their own practices to see if they are not indulging in that which is a 
positive injury to them. Let them dispense with every unhealthful gratification in 
eating and drinking. Some go to distant countries to seek a better climate; but 
wherever they may be, the stomach creates for them a malarious atmosphere. They 
bring upon themselves suffering that no one can alleviate. Let them bring their daily 
practice into harmony with nature’s laws; and by doing as well as believing, an 
atmosphere may be created about both soul and body that will be a savor of life unto 
life. {6T 371.1} 
 
Brethren, we are far behind. Many of the things which the church should do in order 
to be a living church are not done. Through the indulgence of perverted appetite 
many place themselves in such a condition of health that there is a constant warring 
against the soul’s highest interests. The truth, though presented in clear lines, is not 
accepted. I wish to set this matter before every member of our churches. Our habits 
must be brought into conformity to the will of God. We are assured, “It is God which 



 

70 | P a g e  
 

Chain of Truth Ministries 

Hope, Health & Wholeness for All 
 

worketh in you,” but man must do his part in controlling appetite and passion. The 
religious life requires the action of mind and heart in harmony with the divine forces. 
No man can of himself work out his own salvation, and God cannot do this work for 
him without his co-operation. But when man works earnestly, God works with him, 
giving him power to become a son of God. {6T 371.2} 
 
When persons are spoken to on the subject of health, they often say: “We know a 
great deal better than we do.” They do not realize that they are accountable for every 
ray of light in regard to their physical well-being, and that their every habit is open to 
the inspection of God. Physical life is not to be treated in a haphazard manner. Every 
organ, every fiber of the being, is to be sacredly guarded from harmful practices. {6T 
372.1} 
 
Diet 
Our habits of eating and drinking show whether we are of the world or among the 
number whom the Lord by His mighty cleaver of truth has separated from the world. 
These are His peculiar people, zealous of good works. God has spoken in His word. In 
the case of Daniel and his three companions there are sermons upon health reform. 
God has spoken in the history of the children of Israel, from whom for their good He 
sought to withhold a flesh diet. He fed them with bread from heaven; “man did eat 
angels’ food.” But they encouraged their earthly appetite; and the more they 
centered their thoughts upon the fleshpots of Egypt, the more they hated the food 
which God gave them to keep them in health physically, mentally, and morally. They 
longed for the fleshpots, and in this they did just as many in our own time have done. 
{6T 372.2} 
 
Many are suffering, and many are going into the grave, because of the indulgence of 
appetite. They eat what suits their perverted taste, thus weakening the digestive 
organs and injuring their power to assimilate the food that is to sustain life. This 
brings on acute disease, and too often death follows. The delicate organism of the 
body is worn out by the suicidal practices of those who ought to know better. {6T 
372.3} 
 
The churches should be stanch and true to the light which God has given. Each 
member should work intelligently to put away from his life practice every perverted 
appetite. {6T 373.1} 
 
Extremes in Diet 
I know that many of our brethren are in heart and practice opposed to health reform. 
I advocate no extremes. But as I have been looking over my manuscripts I have seen 
the decided testimonies borne and the warnings of dangers that come to our people 
through imitating the customs and practices of the world in self-indulgence, 
gratification of appetite, and pride of apparel. My heart is sick and sad over the 
existing state of things. Some say that some of our brethren have pressed these 
questions too strongly. But because some may have acted indiscreetly in pressing 



 

71 | P a g e  
 

Chain of Truth Ministries 

Hope, Health & Wholeness for All 
 

their sentiments concerning health reform on all occasions, will any dare to keep back 
the truth on this subject? The people of the world are generally far in the opposite 
extreme of indulgence and intemperance in eating and drinking; and, as the result, 
lustful practices abound. {6T 373.2} 
 
There are many now under the shadow of death who have prepared to do a work for 
the Master, but who have not felt that a sacred obligation rested upon them to 
observe the laws of health. The laws of the physical system are indeed the laws of 
God, but this fact seems to have been forgotten. Some have limited themselves to a 
diet that cannot sustain them in health. They have not provided nourishing food to 
take the place of injurious articles; and they have not considered that tact and 
ingenuity must be exercised in preparing food in the most healthful manner. The 
system must be properly nourished in order to perform its work. It is contrary to 
health reform, after cutting off the great variety of unwholesome dishes, to go to the 
opposite extreme, reducing the quantity and quality of the food to a low standard. 
Instead of health reform this is health deform. {6T 373.3} 
 
True Temperance 
The apostle Paul writes: “Know ye not that they which run in a race run all, but one 
receiveth the prize? So run, that ye may obtain. And every man that striveth for the 
mastery is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a corruptible crown; but 
we an incorruptible. I therefore so run, not as uncertainly; so fight I, not as one that 
beateth the air: but I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by 
any means, when I have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway.” 1 
Corinthians 9:24-27. {6T 374.1} 
 
There are many in the world who indulge pernicious habits. Appetite is the law that 
governs them, and because of their wrong habits the moral sense is clouded and the 
power to discern sacred things is to a great extent destroyed. But it is necessary for 
Christians to be strictly temperate. They should place their standard high. 
Temperance in eating, drinking, and dressing is essential. Principle should rule instead 
of appetite or fancy. Those who eat too much or whose food is of an objectionable 
quality are easily led into dissipation and into other “foolish and hurtful lusts, which 
drown men in destruction and perdition.” 1 Timothy 6:9. The “laborers together with 
God” should use every jot of their influence to encourage the spread of true 
temperance principles. {6T 374.2} 
 
It means much to be true to God. He has claims upon all who are engaged in His 
service. He desires that mind and body be preserved in the best condition of health, 
every power and endowment under the divine control, and as vigorous as careful, 
strictly temperate habits can make them. We are under obligation to God to make an 
unreserved consecration of ourselves to Him, body and soul, with all the faculties 
appreciated as His entrusted gifts, to be employed in His service. All our energies and 
capabilities are to be constantly strengthened and improved during this probationary 
period. Only those who appreciate these principles, and have been trained to care for 
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their bodies intelligently and in the fear of God, should be chosen to take 
responsibilities in this work. Those who have been long in the truth, yet who cannot 
distinguish between the pure principles of righteousness and the principles of evil, 
whose understanding in regard to justice, mercy, and the love of God is clouded, 
should be relieved of responsibilities. Every church needs a clear, sharp testimony, 
giving the trumpet a certain sound. {6T 374.3} 
 
If we can arouse the moral sensibilities of our people on the subject of temperance, a 
great victory will be gained. Temperance in all things of this life is to be taught and 
practiced. Temperance in eating, drinking, sleeping, and dressing is one of the grand 
principles of the religious life. Truth brought into the sanctuary of the soul will guide 
in the treatment of the body. Nothing that concerns the health of the human agent 
is to be regarded with indifference. Our eternal welfare depends upon the use we 
make during this life of our time, strength, and influence. {6T 375.1} 
 
David declared: “I am fearfully and wonderfully made.” When God has given us such a 
habitation, why should not every apartment be carefully examined? The chambers of 
the mind and heart are the most important. Then, instead of living in the basement of 
the house, enjoying sensual and debasing pleasures, should we not open these 
beautiful chambers and invite the Lord Jesus to come in and dwell with us? {6T 375.2} 
 
Ministers to Teach Health Reform 
Our ministers should become intelligent on health reform. They need to become 
acquainted with physiology and hygiene; they should understand the laws that govern 
physical life and their bearing upon the health of mind and soul. {6T 376.1} 
 
Thousands upon thousands know little of the wonderful body God has given them or 
of the care it should receive; and they consider it of more importance to study 
subjects of far less consequence. The ministers have a work to do here. When they 
take a right position on this subject, much will be gained. In their own lives and homes 
they should obey the laws of life, practicing right principles and living healthfully. 
Then they will be able to speak correctly on this subject, leading the people higher 
and still higher in the work of reform. Living in the light themselves, they can bear a 
message of great value to those who are in need of just such a testimony. {6T 376.2} 
 
There are precious blessings and a rich experience to be gained if ministers will 
combine the presentation of the health question with all their labors in the churches. 
The people must have the light on health reform. This work has been neglected, and 
many are ready to die because they need the light which they ought to have and must 
have before they will give up selfish indulgences. {6T 376.3} 
 
The presidents of our conferences need to realize that it is high time they were 
placing themselves on the right side of this question. Ministers and teachers are to 
give to others the light they have received. Their work in every line is needed. God will 



 

73 | P a g e  
 

Chain of Truth Ministries 

Hope, Health & Wholeness for All 
 

help them; He will strengthen His servants who stand firmly and will not be swayed 
from truth and righteousness in order to accommodate self-indulgence. {6T 376.4} 
 
The work of educating in medical missionary lines is an advance step of great 
importance in awakening man to his moral responsibilities. Had the ministers taken 
hold of this work in its various departments in accordance with the light which God 
has given, there would have been a most decided reformation in eating, drinking, and 
dressing. But some have stood directly in the way of the advance of health reform. 
They have held the people back by their indifference or condemnatory remarks, or by 
pleasantries and jokes. They themselves and a large number of others have been 
sufferers unto death, but all have not yet learned wisdom. {6T 377.1} 
 
It has been only by the most aggressive warfare that any advancement has been 
made. The people have been unwilling to deny self, unwilling to yield the mind and 
will to the will of God; and in their own sufferings, and in their influence on others, 
they have realized the sure result of such a course. {6T 377.2} 
 
The church is making history. Every day is a battle and a march. On every side we are 
beset by invisible foes, and we either conquer through the grace given us by God or 
we are conquered. I urge that those who are taking a neutral position in regard to 
health reform be converted. This light is precious, and the Lord gives me the message 
to urge that all who bear responsibilities in any line in the work of God take heed that 
truth is in the ascendancy in the heart and life. Only thus can any meet the 
temptations they are sure to encounter in the world. {6T 377.3} 
 
Why do some of our ministering brethren manifest so little interest in health 
reform? It is because instruction on temperance in all things is opposed to their 
practice of self-indulgence. In some places this has been the great stumbling block in 
the way of our bringing the people to investigate and practice and teach health 
reform. No man should be set apart as a teacher of the people while his own teaching 
or example contradicts the testimony God has given His servants to bear in regard to 
diet, for this will bring confusion. His disregard of health reform unfits him to stand 
as the Lord’s messenger. {6T 378.1} 
 
The light that the Lord has given on this subject in His word is plain, and men will be 
tested and tried in many ways to see if they will heed it. Every church, every family, 
needs to be instructed in regard to Christian temperance. All should know how to eat 
and drink in order to preserve health. We are amid the closing scenes of this world’s 
history, and there should be harmonious action in the ranks of Sabbathkeepers. Those 
who stand aloof from the great work of instructing the people upon this question do 
not follow where the Great Physician leads the way. If any man will come after Me,” 
Christ said, “let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me.” Matthew 
16:24. {6T 378.2} 
 



 

74 | P a g e  
 

Chain of Truth Ministries 

Hope, Health & Wholeness for All 
 

The Lord has presented before me that many, many will be rescued from physical, 
mental, and moral degeneracy through the practical influence of health reform. 
Health talks will be given, publications will be multiplied. The principles of health 
reform will be received with favor, and many will be enlightened. The influences that 
are associated with health reform will commend it to the judgment of all who want 
light, and they will advance step by step to receive the special truths for this time. 
Thus truth and righteousness will meet together. {6T 378.3} 
 
Life is a holy trust, which God alone can enable us to keep and to use to His glory. But 
He who formed the wonderful structure of the body will take special care to keep it in 
order if men do not work at cross-purposes with Him. Every talent entrusted to us He 
will help us to improve and use in accordance with the will of the Giver. Days, months, 
and years are added to our existence that we may improve our opportunities and 
advantages for working out our individual salvation, and by our unselfish life 
promoting the well-being of others. Thus may we build up the kingdom of Christ and 
make manifest the glory of God. {6T 379.1} 
 
The gospel and the medical missionary work are to advance together. The gospel is to 
be bound up with the principles of true health reform. Christianity is to be brought 
into the practical life. Earnest, thorough reformatory work is to be done. True Bible 
religion is an outflowing of the love of God for fallen man. God’s people are to 
advance in straightforward lines to impress the hearts of those who are seeking for 
truth, who desire to act their part aright in this intensely earnest age. We are to 
present the principles of health reform before the people, doing all in our power to 
lead men and women to see the necessity of these principles, and to practice them. 
{6T 379.2} 
 
Religion, pure, undefiled religion, is intensely practical. Nothing but earnest, 
wholehearted labor will avail in the saving of souls. We are to make our everyday 
duties acts of devotion, constantly increasing in usefulness, because we see our work 
in the light of eternity. {9T 150.2} 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
A work of reformation is to be carried on in our institutions. Physicians, workers, 
nurses, are to realize that they are on probation, on trial for their present life, and for 
that life which measures with the life of God. We are to put every faculty to the 
stretch in order to bring saving truths to the attention of suffering human beings. This 
must be done in connection with the work of healing the sick. Then the cause of truth 
will stand before the world in the strength which God designs it to have. Through the 
influence of sanctified workers the truth will be magnified. It will go forth “as a lamp 
that burneth.” {6T 253.3} 
 
The perils of the last days are upon us, and in our work we are to warn the people of 
the danger they are in. Let not the solemn scenes which prophecy has revealed be left 
untouched. If our people were half awake, if they realized the nearness of the events 
portrayed in the Revelation, a reformation would be wrought in our churches, and 
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many more would believe the message. We have no time to lose; God calls upon us to 
watch for souls as they that must give an account. Advance new principles, and crowd 
in the clear-cut truth. It will be as a sword cutting both ways. But be not too ready to 
take a controversial attitude. There will be times when we must stand still and see the 
salvation of God. Let Daniel speak, let the Revelation speak, and tell what is truth. But 
whatever phase of the subject is presented, uplift Jesus as the center of all hope, “the 
Root and the Offspring of David, and the bright and morning Star.” Revelation 22:16. 
{6T 61.4} 
 
The question will often arise: What can be done where poverty prevails and is to be 
contended with at every step? Under these circumstances how can we impress minds 
with correct ideas of improvement? Certainly the work is difficult; and unless the 
teachers, the thinking men, and the men who have means will exercise their talents 
and will lift just as Christ would lift were He in their place, an important work will be 
left undone. The necessary reformation will never be made unless men and women 
are helped by a power outside of themselves. Those who have talents and capabilities 
must use these gifts to bless their fellow men, laboring to place them upon a footing 
where they can help themselves. It is thus that the education gained at our schools 
should be put to the very best use. {6T 188.2} 
 
Physical effort and moral power are to be united in our endeavors to regenerate and 
reform. We are to seek to gain knowledge in both temporal and spiritual lines, that 
we may communicate it to others. We are to seek to live out the gospel in all its 
bearings, that its temporal and spiritual blessings may be felt all around us. {6T 189.1} 
 

 
Show Forth God’s Glory 

 
…All can show forth His glory if they will. But the majority refuse to do this. They profess 
faith, but have not works. Their faith is dead, being alone. They shun responsibilities and 
burdens, and will be rewarded as their works have been. Because some will not lift the 
burdens they could lift, or do the work they might do, the work is too great for the few 
who will engage in it. They see so much to do that they overtax their strength and are 
fast wearing out. God calls at this time for laborers whose interests are fully identified 
with His work and His cause. The ministers engaged in this work must be energized by 
the spirit and power of the truths they preach, and then they will have an influence. The 
people will seldom rise higher than their minister. A world-loving spirit in him has a 
tremendous influence upon others. The people make his deficiencies an excuse to cover 
their world-loving spirit. They quiet their own consciences, thinking that they may be 
free to love the things of this life and be indifferent to spiritual things because their 
ministers are so. They deceive their own souls and remain in friendship with the world, 
which the apostle declares to be enmity with God. {2T 645.2-3} 
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Can we engage in Bible work when Sunday laws are enforced? 
 

Dear Brother, 
I will try to answer your question as to what you should do in the case of Sunday laws 
being enforced. {9T 232.1} 
 
The light given me by the Lord at a time when we were expecting just such a crisis as 
you seem to be approaching, was that when the people were moved by a power from 
beneath to enforce Sunday observance, Seventh-day Adventists were to show their 
wisdom by refraining from their ordinary work on that day, devoting it to missionary 
effort. {9T 232.2} 
 
To defy the Sunday laws will but strengthen in their persecution the religious zealots 
who are seeking to enforce them. Give them no occasion to call you lawbreakers. If 
they are left to rein up men who fear neither God nor man, the reining up will soon 
lose its novelty for them, and they will see that it is not consistent nor convenient for 
them to be strict in regard to the observance of Sunday. Keep right on with your 
missionary work, with your Bibles in your hands, and the enemy will see that he has 
worsted his own cause. One does not receive the mark of the beast because he shows 
that he realizes the wisdom of keeping the peace by refraining from work that gives 
offense, doing at the same time a work of the highest importance. {9T 232.3} 
 
When we devote Sunday to missionary work, the whip will be taken out of the hands 
of the arbitrary zealots who would be well pleased to humiliate Seventh-day 
Adventists. When they see that we employ ourselves on Sunday in visiting the people 
and opening the Scriptures to them, they will know that it is useless for them to try to 
hinder our work by making Sunday laws. Sunday can be used for carrying forward 
various lines of work that will accomplish much for the Lord. On this day open-air 
meetings and cottage meetings can be held. House-to-house work can be done. Those 
who write can devote this day to writing their articles. Whenever it is possible, let 
religious services be held on Sunday. Make these meetings intensely interesting. Sing 
genuine revival hymns, and speak with power and assurance of the Saviour’s love. 
Speak on temperance and on true religious experience. You will thus learn much 
about how to work, and will reach many souls.Let the teachers in our schools devote 
Sunday to missionary effort. I was instructed that they would thus be able to defeat 
the purposes of the enemy. Let the teachers take the students with them to hold 
meetings for those who know not the truth. Thus they will accomplish much more 
than they could in any other way. {9T 232.4-233.2} 
 
God has given us plain directions regarding our work. We are to proclaim the truth in 
regard to the Sabbath of the Lord, to make up the breach that has been made in His 
law. We are to do all that we can to enlighten those in ignorance; but we are never to 
confederate with men of the world in order to receive financial assistance. {9T 233.3} 
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Working Strategy 
 

“When you begin to work with parliaments, that sets the devil to work, and if he 
cannot make the work hard for us, who can? Do not let your work be known any 
more than necessary. Let the truth work. Our best course is not to get up an 
exemption. God has given light that the least said about these things the better. The 
devil and all his hosts are working to destroy God’s law, and when you begin to work 
on those lines, he will stir up men be believe that we do not regard their laws, nor 
obey their decrees. {Ms22a-1895.30} 
 
“We are not to reveal all our purposes and plans to men. Satan is working in an 
underhanded way, and he will continue so to work. He will not work open and above 
board. His power is to work upon human minds to make a start, to set a powerful 
movement on foot before the people’s minds are prepared for it.” {Ms22a-1895.31} 
 
(Question: Can we not get the truth before the minds of the members of parliament 
in a quiet way, by furnishing them reading?) {Ms22a-1895.32} 
 
“From the light that has been given me, we should fear that these men and rulers will 
take their position against the work and then they will act like the devil; but every 
advantage should be taken to get acquainted with these men; not in a way produce 
anything like prejudice. We must appear to them as trying to help others, working 
on the lines of the Christian help work. As they see the good work we do in these 
lines, their prejudice will be removed in a large measure, and their hearts will be open 
for more. Then we should not present the Sabbath, but let us present Christ. What if 
they should begin to oppose you and say, O, that’s a Seventh-day Adventist?—Lift up 
Christ higher and still higher. It means a great deal to be wise as serpents and 
harmless as doves. {Ms22a-1895.33} 
 
“The world is not to be condemned until after they have the light. We must tell them 
the simple story of conversion. The people are to be pitied, and we want to soften 
the message to them just as much as we can. This will soften them so that the Spirit 
of the Lord can mold them. They have been receiving false ideas. If we come close to 
them, and show them the love of Christ, we can do much more for them.” {Ms22a-
1895.34} 
 
(Question: Would it not be as well for us to present principles rather than to dwell 
upon what the governments will do?) {Ms22a-1895.36} 
 
“We have nothing to do with the government’s actions. It is our duty to obey God, 
and when they arrest you, Take no thought what you shall do. What you are to do is 
to follow Christ step by step. We need not commence weeks beforehand to examine 
the question and plan out what we will do when they do so and so, neither what we 
are to say. Study the truth, and the Spirit of the Lord will bring to your remembrance 
what you shall say. {Ms22a-1895.37} 
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“The light given me is that in our meetings the speakers should keep a reserve force, 
so that when the enemy begins to work, we need not resort to strange fire, become 
combative, and kind of throw the sword. We may thus betray the cause at the very 
point where victory is ours. If we should let loose of Jesus and take up our own 
spirit, it may take months, or perhaps years, to counteract that one wrong move. 
Unless many of us are converted and become as little children, we shall never see the 
kingdom of God. These are just the lessons we need to bring into our schools. They do 
not need science so much as these principles. {Ms22a-1895.38} 
 
“In cases where we are brought before the courts, we are to give up our rights 
unless it brings us in collision with God. It is not our rights we are pleading for, but 
God’s right to our service. {Ms22a-1895.39} 
 
“Instead of resisting the penalties imposed unjustly upon us, it would be better to 
take heed to the Saviour’s words: ‘When they persecute you in this city, flee ye into 
another; for verily I say unto you, Ye shall not have gone over the cities of Israel, till 
the Son of man be come.’” [Matthew 10:23.] {Ms22a-1895.40} 
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References for Picture 
 

{COL 125.2}, {GC 299.1}, {GC 46.1}, {PK 608.2}, {CIHS 17.3}, {CW 77.1}, {EW 63.1-.2} {Ev 
221.2-224.2, 695.2} {CIHS 124.3} {EW 63.1-.2} {1888 217.4}{Ev 183.2}{1888 217.3-4 
*3rd Angel} {Lt7-1904.21} {Ev 196.1, 695.2-.3} {PUR November 6, 1902, par. 2} {PUR 
January 14, 1904, par. 5}{Ev 229.4-230.2} {Ms3-1862.12}{1888 217.3-.4}{Ms1-
1897.14-33} {PT August 1, 1849, par. 2-3} {PT December 1, 1849, par. 2} {PT March 1, 
1850, par. 2} {Lt38-1906.8}{Ms84-1894.1} {Ms105-1898.9-10} {Ms122-1899.57-58} 
{Lt57-1896.1}, {RH May 29, 1888, par. 5} purpose={1MR 228.2} {Ms84-1894.1}{ChS 
162.4-163.2}{Ms1-1897.14-33}{Lt38-1906.8} {Ms35-1900.16-19}{GW 148.3-4}{PP48.2-
4} {Ev 225.2-227.1} {MM 159.4}{CEv 72.1}{CD 72.4, 209.1-2} {CH 261.1}{CH 434.1-
2}{CH 546.3} {SpM 427.6-428.2} {MM 242.2}{Lt103-1896.27-30}, {Ev 195.2-4, 196.2, 
197.1, 237.1, 363.2}{CW 29.2}{Lt6-1907.9-11} {PUR November 6, 1902, par. 2} {PUR 
January 14, 1904, par. 5-6}{TM 114.3-.4}{TM 337.2}{18MR 178.4-179.1}{Ev 203.3-
204.3, 205.1-4}, {Ev 516.4}{21MR 449.4}{1T 355.2} {ChS 111.1}, {RH July 23, 1889, par. 
12} {RH August 31, 1905, par. 15} {COL 311.4-312.2}{1888 1054.1}{CET 207.2} {Ms11-
1894} {1SM 373.1-400.2}, {CH 43.4} {Ms185-1897.10) {RH May 29, 1888, par. 5}, GW 
315.2, {2MR 23.1}, {Ev 196.1} {CW 29.3}, {COL 40.2}, {1888 1080.2}, {Ms50-1895.3} {ST 
April 8, 1889, par. 10} {6BC 1084.8}, {Ev 223.2} John 17-redemption {Lt311-1905.8} 
{VSS 313.4}, (VSS 314.2), {VSS 336.1}, {Ev 299.2}{FW 18.2}{PK 33.4} {1T 262.1}{VSS 
92.2}{Te107.2-.3, 108.1} {GW92 184.2}{RH April 23, 1908, par. 6,7}{19MR 259.1-.2}{Ev 
280.1} {Ev 347.2, 354.2-.3}{LS 304.1} (VSS 311.2, 313.4, 315.1, 334-335) {Lt14-
1887.19} {EW 254.1-256.2} {Ms3-1885.23} {GC88 409.1 {EW 63.1-.2} {Ev 221.2-224.2, 
695.2} {CIHS 124.3} {CIHS 124.3} {ST September 18, 1879, par. 5} {Ev 221.3} {Ev 183.2} 
{Ev 624.1,4}{YI February 25, 1897, par. 4} Lt7-1904.21} {Ev 196.1, 695.2-.3} {PUR 
November 6, 1902, par. 2} {PUR January 14, 1904, par. 5}{Ev 229.4-230.2} {Ms3-
1862.12}{1888 217.3-.4}{Ms1-1897.14-33} {PT August 1, 1849, par. 2-3} {PT December 
1, 1849, par. 2} {PT March 1, 1850, par. 2} {Lt38-1906.8}{Ms84-1894.1} {Ms105-
1898.9-10} {Ms122-1899.57-58} {Lt57-1896.1}, {RH May 29, 1888, par. 5} 
purpose={1MR 228.2} {Ms84-1894.1}{ChS 162.4-163.2}{Ms1-1897.14-33}{Lt38-
1906.8} {Ms35-1900.16-19}{GW 148.3-4}{PP48.2-4} {Ev 225.2-227.1} {MM 159.4}{CEv 
72.1}{CD 72.4, 209.1-2} {CH 261.1}{CH 434.1-2}{CH 546.3} {SpM 427.6-428.2} {MM 
242.2}{Lt103-1896.27-30} {Ev 195.2-4, 196.2, 197.1, 237.1, 363.2}{CW 29.2}{Lt6-
1907.9-11} {PUR November 6, 1902, par. 2} {PUR January 14, 1904, par. 5-6}{TM 
114.3-116.1} {TM 337.2}{18MR 178.4-179.1}{Ev 203.3-204.3, 205.1-4} {GW 148.2}{BTS 
June 1, 1902, par. 3} RH August 19, 1890, par. 2-11}{Lt121-1896.9-16} {RH July 23, 
1889, par. 12} {RH August 31, 1905, par. 15} {COL 311.4-312.2}{1888 1054.1}{CET 
207.2} {Ms11-1894} {1SM 373.1-400.2} {1888 1054.1} {1SM 398.1} {Ev 631.3} {CM 
62.1} {Lt236-1908.12-13} {ChS 228.3}{9T 26.2-.3,27.2} {CH 43.4} {Ms185-1897.10) {RH 
May 29, 1888, par. 5} {CW 30, 31} {YRP 235.4} {1T 300.1} {EW 258.3} 
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“We Will Not Fail nor Be Discouraged” 
Letter 130, 1897 

Ellen White 

“We must watch, we must 

pray, always standing 

ready for action.” 

 

Letter 13, 1902 

Ellen White 


